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Taking the show on the road!Taking the show on the road!

That’s Kevin Woyjeck and Blaze atop Dave
Hubert’s 1902 American Steam Fire Engine.
CLAFMA and CSFA were on hand for the
Cruise for the Cure event.



Clockwise from top left: CLAFMA’s Paul Schneider takes a
museum rig on the road; “Emergency!” star and CLAFMA’s
honorary chairman Randolph Mantooth displays a crew shirt
from 45s; CLAFMA board member Nancy McFarland (l) and
daughter Kate McFarland vamp it up before a public appear-
ance with Squad 51; the squad does get around; board mem-
bers Dave Boucher (l) and Paul Oyler during Station 82’s
golf tournament; and Mantooth with fan Erik Abrahamson.
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County of Los Angeles Fire Museum Association leaders,
volunteers and members enjoy a limited but enthusiastic
series of public appearances every year. Although we
have to turn down a fair number of requests to bring
museum rigs (including the ever-popular Squad 51) out to
events, we accept all the invitations we can – 17 in ’05.

In fact, sharing the museum’s collection and fire/EMS
education with the public is part of CLAFMA’s mission
statement: “To promote and preserve historical fire appa-
ratus, equipment, and artifacts in keeping with the fire
service tradition for the benefit of association members,
the fire department, and for the education and enjoy-
ment of the public at large.” 

So, although we’re working toward a new building to

house and display our permanent collection, sharing it
with “the public at large” right now means taking our
show on the road. That usually means fire-department
events, parades, car shows, and fire/EMS conferences.

CLAFMA’s Honorary Chairman Randolph Mantooth,
star of the “Emergency!” TV series, expands CLAFMA’s
reach dramatically. In addition to a busy acting and writ-
ing career, he appears on behalf of the EMS and fire-ser-
vice communities as a public speaker and special-event
guest. Mantooth frequently mentions his affiliation with
the museum, and he’s one of our favorite ambassadors.

If you’d like to keep up with CLAFMA’s public events,
please visit www.clafma.org. For Mantooth’s events,
please visit www.randolphmantooth.com.

Road trips promote CLAFMA, fire & EMS history



We’re really pleased that Selman Chevrolet offers ongoing support for CLAFMA’s mission. Here’s the latest news:
In February, Selman loaned the museum a new 2006 Chevrolet 2500 crewcab (4-door 4X4, diesel, red with dark
grey leather). We will use this truck for shows and museum business, and then it will be sold at a below-invoice
price – to a firefighter, I hope. After this truck is sold, Selman will loan us another new truck. The truck has about
1,500 miles on it.  So if you are looking for a new truck, send an e-mail to my joewoyjeck@clafma.org address.
Note that this truck doesn’t have the flame graphics you’ll see on the Firefighters Special on p. 8.

Open arms, open house – CLAFMA Honorary Chairman Randolph Mantooth greets
friends and fans at events close to home, including the annual Contract Cities Night
(above) and CLAFMA’s twice-annual open houses. Be sure to mark your calendar
for this fall’s open house, which will be October 7.

Selman Chevrolet steps up – and you could be in for a deal...

CLAFMA’s Joe Woyjeck
(left) accepts the keys
from Selman’s Joe Gill.



If the sight of this ’50 Mack model ‘L’ givIf the sight of this ’50 Mack model ‘L’ giv



Saving Engine 69Saving Engine 69
Because the County of Los Angeles Fire Museum believes Engine 69 has significant

historical value, both to the County of Los Angeles Fire Department and Topanga

Canyon, we’re hoping to expedite Engine 69’s restoration. We’re seeking targeted

funding - donations that can only be used in this particular restoration project,

which should cost between $35,000 and $45,000. When restoration is complete,

Engine 69 will be on display at our museum and at special events. CLAFMA will add

a plaque to the engine recognizing the people who made the restoration possible. 

If you would like to help, please mail your donation to: County of Los Angeles Fire

Museum Association, c/o Fire Engine 69, P.O. Box 3325, Alhambra CA 91803. 

We thank you!

ves you chills, please help us restore it!ves you chills, please help us restore it!

A brief history of 
L.A. County’s Engine 69
In its day, Topanga Canyon’s Engine 69 was the

pride of the fleet. Sporting a Thermodine gasoline

engine, a 600-gallon water tank, and custom Los

Angeles County Fire Department specifications,

Engine 69 was delivered March 15, 1950.

March 23 was its first day of service at 69s. 

Captain Whelan, Patrolman Balintine and Fireman

Gray were on duty with Battalion Chief Rorison.

� 1955-56: Engine 69 now reserve Engine 501

� Eventually retired, likely used by Hollywood

� !1992: Resurfaces at used car lot

� 1992: LACoFD Captain Bob Hewitt rescues

� 1996: To LACoFD FF Specialist Marty Smith

� 2005: Engine 69 comes to CLAFMA

� !2006: This is where you come in...

� Please see ‘Saving Engine 69’ below
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As part of the L.A. County Fire Department’s
ongoing oral-history videotape series, Capt.
David Boucher (ret) interviewed James O. Page

in 2000. Here are some excerpts from their conversa-
tion, including Jim’s moving tribute to the L.A. County
Fire Department.

Q. There came a period in your career when, because
of your exposure to the paramedic program and the
value that it had to not only our department but
potentially to many, many other departments all over
the United States, something occurred. You learned
of a position that was opening up in the state of
North Carolina. This required a very major shift in
your career. How did that happen?
A. First I have to go back a little bit. ...When I went to
battalion 7, the first paramedics our department had
trained gravitated to me and realized I was a sympa-
thetic ear. And they really weren’t getting the support
either from the department or from the county
department of hospitals that they felt they should. So
I kind of became their champion and that role grew
almost exponentially.

The county board of supervisors in 1972 said that
they wanted a paramedic unit in every supervisor’s
district. And, inevitably, they wanted every one of our
rescue squads converted to a paramedic unit. There
unfolded almost overnight a monumental task the
likes of which this department has seldom seen. For
example, for my last two years on the department, we
put two new paramedic units on the street every five
weeks. And that included selecting and training all the
personnel, purchasing the vehicles and equipment,
signing contracts with hospitals, coordinating with all
the other agencies that were involved. It was the hard-
est work I have ever done, but as is so often was the
case with so many bureaucracies, it couldn’t get done
fast enough while going through channels. And this
department was pretty traditional in that regard.

I found that to get the program completed and sat-
isfy the expectations of the community and our
department’s rank and file people – and the county
board of supervisors – it was much easier for me to
ask for forgiveness than ask for permission.  

I realize that was a pretty impudent approach; if I

were the chief and had somebody doing that, I would
be pretty upset. But nonetheless, that was the
approach I took as a 36-year-old battalion chief. Even-
tually, a high ranking chief in this department told me
that I really made a spectacle of myself, my name was
mud in the front office, and that I probably shouldn’t
bother to take any more promotional exams.

Q. Would this be 1973?...
A. Right. That was pretty hard news to take, but I knew
that it was to a certain degree true. And within a mat-
ter of days, I got a phone call from the governor’s
office in North Carolina. And they wanted someone to
implement at statewide program to improve emer-
gency medical services in all 100 counties of that state.

Q. Recently, you were named by Fire Chief magazine
[not published by Jems] as one of the 20 most influ-
ential people in the fire service in the entire 20th cen-
tury. That is an amazing, amazing accomplishment. 
A. Well, it still makes my skin tingle to even think my
name was on that list. And it was a total surprise to
me. I guess it really speaks to the fact that there is no
traditional way of achieving success or having influ-
ence.... I think it’s also a message about the power of
media, because for the last 20 years I’ve been buying
ink by the truckload. [Our magazines have] been
strong proponents of fire-service EMS, for example.
And throughout most of those 20 years, in most parts
of the country, that was not a popular concept. I have
been in meetings, and overheard fire chiefs from vari-
ous parts of the country, speak of me in profane terms
because of my long and steady advocacy of EMS in the
fire service. 

I’ve enjoyed success on many fronts, yet it all
stems from my roots in this department. Not only as a
springboard for various career experiences, but also as
a sense of belonging to a quality organization that is
appreciated by the public, that performs magnificent
services in the hardest of circumstances. It just makes
me swell with pride today to think that I was given the
opportunity to be part of this organization for a num-
ber of years. There are some privileges that go along
with that, and I hope people will appreciate [the oppor-
tunity] and never take this job for granted.

Here’s part three about a man who joined the department in 1959
and helped start a worldwide revolution in EMS and television. See
how James O. Page began an extraordinary career that would lead

him from Rescue 11 to Squad 51, from engi-
neer to attorney, from a founding father of
EMS to the publisher emeritus of the Journal

of Emergency Medical Services. Jim Page passed away unexpectedly September 4, 2004.
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In January, votes from CLAFMA
members confirmed all seven
incumbents to leadership positions
for two-year terms.

The elected board members
chose officers for the term at Janu-
ary’s board meeting. So, here’s a
look at these hardworking people

who are dedicated to representing
you and fulfilling the museum’s
mission.

For those who would like to
read more about your board mem-
bers, please visit CLAFMA’s Web
site at www.clafma.org. Look for
the link titled “Leadership.”

Members elect new board

Jim Page dreamed of a permanent
home for the museum. You can help.
The Page family has asked that dona-
tions be made to the County of Los
Angeles Fire Museum’s James O. Page
Memorial Building Fund. If you wish to
make a donation in his name, checks
can be mailed to:
County of Los Angeles Fire Museum
James O. Page Memorial Building Fund
PO Box 3325
Alhambra CA 91803

If you wish to donate by credit card,
email thirdalarm51@aol.com for infor-
mation. For more options, visit the
CLAFMA Web site at www.clafma.org.
Thank you.

wwhhoo’’ss  wwhhoo
ASSOCIATION LEADERSHIP

President

Joe Woyjeck

Vice President

Paul Schneider

Secretary

Paul Oyler

Treasurer

Ken Jury 818-249-8165

Director

David Boucher 818-242-3035

Director

Gil Garcia

Director

Nancy McFarland

FIRE WARDEN NEWSLETTER

Editor

Timothy Elliott

Historian

David Boucher

Contributors

Erik Abrahamson  Dave Boucher

Dave Hubert Nancy McFarland

Paul Schneider Joe Woyjeck

COMMENTS OR QUESTIONS?

Contact the Fire Warden editor via

e-mail at onscene@aol.com 

or call 818-729-9955.

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION:

For details, go to www.clafma.org.

© Copyright 2006 by County of Los

Angeles Fire Department Museum

Association. All rights reserved. 

Jim’s dream

Capt. Joe Woyjeck – President

Capt. Paul Schneider – Vice President Capt. Paul Oyler – Secretary

Ken Jury – Treasurer Dave Boucher – Director

Gil Garcia – Director Nancy McFarland – Director
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Return Service Requested

Firefighters Special Chevy
Designed By Firefighters
� Chevrolet LT with crew cab

� Official Squad 51 tow vehicle!

� !Every sale benefits CLAFMA

� !See p. 3 for another special offer!

Selman Chevrolet has agreed to sell or lease any new car* or truck at invoice price

to firefighters, EMTs, police officers and their families. With each car or truck sold,

Selman Chevrolet will donate $100 in your name to the County of Los Angeles Fire

Museum Association. More than 40 L.A. County firefighters and their families have

purchased cars and trucks from Selman in the past year. Please call Selman Fleet

Manager Joe Gill at 714-458-4781 or just stop by for a test drive.

*Sorry, this offer does not apply to Corvettes.




