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Mark your calendars! Please plan to join us for our next open house
October 1, 2005. You’ll be able to see old friends (both human and
mechanical) from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. at 8635 Otis Street in South Gate. continues on page 2

‘Emergency!’ star joins as honorary museum chairman

Randolph Mantooth promotes museum,
James O. Page Memorial Building Fund
Great news! Actor Randolph

Mantooth has graciously
accepted a title – Honorary

Chairman of the County of Los
Angeles Fire Museum Association –
a role he’s unofficially filled for years.

As Firefighter/Paramedic “John
Gage” in the 1970s television series
“Emergency!” Mantooth inspired
legions of men and women to join
the fire and emergency services.
Today, in addition to a busy acting
and writing career, Mantooth con-
tinues to appear on behalf of the
EMS and firefighting communities
as a public speaker and special
event guest. Since the “Project 51”
tour five years ago, he has also been
a good friend to CLAFMA.

CLAFMA board member Paul
Schneider said the board’s offer of
the honorary chairman title signi-
fied their collective appreciation for
Mantooth’s 30-plus years of dedication to the fire ser-
vice. “I would be delighted and honored to accept your
offer,” Mantooth responded. “I have always been a fan
of the museum and its goals. My association with the
museum began as a wish to have the Ward LaFrance
engine brought ‘home,’ and more importantly, a desire
to help CLAFMA’s efforts to maintain Squad 51 for
future generations. That means so much to [co-star
Kevin Tighe] and me on a personal level. 

Randolph Mantooth (with wife Kristen beside Squad 51) draws thousands of fans to fire
and EMS events every year; he promotes CLAFMA along the way. Photo by Glen E. Ellman.

“I’ve come to realize, however, that while the
squad is important, it isn't the only valuable artifact in
the museum’s collection. I want to do whatever I can
to support Jim Page’s mission to acquire a permanent
structure and share the unique history of firefighting
and EMS in Los Angeles County with visitors from
around the world.”

In March, Mantooth appeared at the EMS Today
Conference to participate in a special memorial tribute
to JEMS Founding Publisher James O. Page, who died
suddenly September 4, 2004. Mantooth autographed



From top left: Randolph Mantooth leans in for a photo at
the EMS Today conference; Mantooth’s distinctive auto-
graph brings joy to fans and revenue to the museum; two
fans model “Emergency!” turnout gear in Las Vegas; 
Mantooth and a prop get props at a 2004 Torrance event; 
CLAFMA President Joe Woyjeck begins a pre-dawn trek with 
Squad 51 in tow; and a squad toy gets a squeeze. Photos by
Tim Wolcott, Dave Moyle and Joe Woyjeck.
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 merchandise purchased at CLAFMA’s Third Alarm Fire

Shop in the exhibit hall. Proceeds from sales supported
CLAFMA and our James O. Page Memorial Building Fund.
Since 1998, Page had devoted his time and energy to the
museum and its growing need for a new building. At the
time of his death, he was serving his second term as pres-
ident. (Please see pages 8, 9 and 11 for building details.)

As many fans know, Mantooth’s character “John
Gage” was inspired by Jim Page himself. After the tribute,
Mantooth shared a few thoughts on the proceedings and
his friend’s memory.  “Jim has had an impact on a lot of
people, but when you put them in the same room—the
whole room is his legacy,” he told a Jems reporter. “Just
looking at those [firefighter helmets displayed in front of

the podium]—that’s what got me the most. He was such
an instrument for change in the fire department. Origi-
nally, [the thinking was that] firemen fight fires, they
don’t deliver babies. I think if not for Jim and those who
worked with him, we might still be back in the dark ages
[of EMS]. … Whenever the public needs help, the first
person they think of is a firefighter, because they’re
always there; they always answer the call. That’s how Jim
was: He always answered the call. … It didn’t matter if he
knew you or not, whether you were his best friend. … I
don’t think I fully realized it, until today.”

Mantooth also appeared at the FireRescue Magazine
Conference & Expo in Las Vegas November 13, 2004. He
returned to Los Angeles this June after wrapping up a ten-
month guest role in New York on CBS’s daytime drama
“As the World Turns.” For details on his current projects,
please visit www.randymantooth.com.

Mantooth shines from page 1



On May 7, your County of Los Angeles Fire Museum Association took the
opportunity to help the Upland Firefighters raise funds for Tom Barilla.
On March 15, Tom was responding to a call when a tour bus crashed into
the engine on the 10 freeway. Tom was severely injured. CLAFMA took
Squad 51 to the fundraiser and donated some items for a raffle. The event
was very successful and raised $8,000 for the Barilla family.

The Upland Firefighters and Tom’s wife asked me to send a thank you
to all the LACO firefighters who have sent money, prayers and cards, and
to those who have visited Tom in the hospital and in rehab. Our brothers
in battalions 2 and 15 have been awesome. The Upland Firefighters and
Tom’s whole family couldn’t say enough about the job those guys have
done. Tom’s wife especially singled out the crews at FS 101 and FS 186.

So thanks to all of you who have shown once again the firefighter
brotherhood and family can be counted on when one of us is in need.  I
was honored to have represented you all. 

– Paul Oyler (167-C) on behalf of the CLAFMA board

UPDATE: The Epicenter in Rancho Cucamonga was truly a field of dreams
June 23. Upland Fire Engineer Tom Barilla stood proudly with his two
daughters and wife on the mound preparing to do something miraculous–
pitch a ball. To the cheers of fans in the Quakes Stadium, the recovering
firefighter threw a strike for the ceremonial pitch... The 40-year-old 2004
Upland Firefighter of the Year suffered major head and chest injuries
when he was ejected from the engine and was not expected to survive.

– Courtesy Inland Valley Daily Bulletin; top photo Mediha DiMartino;
pitch photo Walter Richard Weis; article excerpt by Sara A. Carter.

Tailgatin’ with the Angels – CLAFMA wrapped up EMS Week 2005 with a tailgate
celebration at Angel Stadium May 28. Squad 51 and the new Selman Chevy Special
put in appearances, and the Third Alarm Fire Shop sold merchandise to benefit
CLAFMA’s James O. Page Memorial Building Fund. Photos by Joe Woyjeck.

Recovering FF Tom Barilla back in game



“The E&J Era” by Battalion Chief James O. Page (ret)
This is the first of three articles about paramedic history that Jim Page
wrote before his untimely death last fall. We hope you’ll find Jim’s

unique view of the history
engaging, and that you’ll
hear the wry asides in his

distinctive voice as you read. We’ll share Jim’s final two installments for the Fire Warden –
about the first paramedics and the politics thereof – in upcoming issues. Take it away, Jim....

paramedic history

Almost from the beginning, the Los Angeles
County Fire Department has provided first aid
and rescue service. In 1928, an Altadena citizen

donated a 1922 Lincoln roadster (see facing page) to
serve as a rescue vehicle in the community. The coun-
ty mechanical shop built metal cabinets on the body
and it became known as “Rescue 1.”

In those days, and for more than 40 years to come,
Red Cross first aid training was the standard of care. It
was the same course taught to Boy Scouts, soldiers
and lifeguards. For people who were not breathing,
the standard procedure was back pressure, arm-lift
artificial respiration. No oxygen. No airway mainte-
nance. No chest compressions. No survivors – but
spectators usually were impressed by the effort.

Sometime in the 1920s or 1930s, the department
purchased a number of E&J respirators. These oxygen-
powered devices were mounted in suitcases contain-
ing two “D” cylinders. The bulky devices weighed
about 80 pounds. [Editor’s note: “The venerable E&J
resuscitator weighed about 85 pounds in the case,” Page
used to say. “So if you had to take it up stairs, you had to
use it on yourself before you could use it on a patient.”]

The E&J machines had resuscitation, inhalation and
aspiration (suction) cycles. A long rubber hose ran from
the regulator to a control head with a plastic mask and
an inflatable cuff. Internally, the machine had pressure-
driven valves that would cause oxygen to flow through
the hose to the patient or suck the exhaled air from the
patient. They had no demand or bypass valves.

Our predecessors weren’t trained to manage
patients’ airways. The only adjunct available to them
was a curved metal cage-like device to keep patients
from “swallowing their tongues.” As often as not, the
E&J resuscitator would hiss and click wildly as back pres-
sure from an occluded airway caused the internal valves
to cycle the unit. 

In the 1940s, the county purchased more than 20

half-ton panel trucks for use as rescue vehicles. Strategi-
cally located through the county, these units were
equipped for salvage and overhaul, lighting emergency
scenes, rope rescues and medical first aid. Each of the
rescue units was equipped with an E&J resuscitator.

In 1960, the department purchased more than 100
E&J Lyteport resuscitators, a smaller, lighter version of
the old machine. Chief Keith Klinger proudly
announced that every one of the department’s
engines, trucks and rescue units was equipped with a
resuscitator. So for 10 more years, until the advent of
paramedics, the hissing and clicking machines
impressed the spectators. But the E&J-era machines
never saved the life of a cardiac-arrest victim no mat-
ter how hard they – and we – tried.

If you had to take it up stairs, you
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had to use it on yourself first 

Clockwise from top left: the venerable E&J
today; Auxiliary Fireman Dale Miller (on the
ground) and Fireman Don Wisinger demon-
strate the E&J at a school assembly; Rescue
Co #1 circa 1937; and Supervisor Kenneth
Hahn and Chief Engineer Keith E. Klinger
mark delivery of new E&J Lyteport to 14s.



Selman Chevy will sell or lease any new c

➤ Official Squad 51 tow vehicle!

Firefighters Special Chevy
Designed By Firefighters
CLAFMA asked more than 100 Southern 
California firefighters: “What would be on your
ultimate fireman truck?” Here it is:
➤ 2005 Chevrolet LT with crew cab
➤ Victory red with tan leather interior
➤ 2,500 HD with tow package
➤ Four-wheel drive
➤ Tinted windows & sunroof
➤ 17-inch chrome Ultra wheels & 33-inch tires
➤ Short bed with spray-in bed liner
➤ Gaylord hard bed cover
➤ Billet grille
➤ATS Design color-matching fenders
➤ATS Design custom running boards
➤ Pioneer navigation system
➤ Split wireless DVD/PlayStation system
➤ XM Radio and wireless headphones
➤ Special price; every sale benefits CLAFMA

Firefighters Special Chevy
Designed By Firefighters
CLAFMA asked more than 100 Southern 
California firefighters: “What would be on your
ultimate fireman truck?” Here it is:
➤ 2005 Chevrolet LT with crew cab
➤ Victory red with tan leather interior
➤ 2,500 HD with tow package
➤ Four-wheel drive
➤ Tinted windows & sunroof
➤ 17-inch chrome Ultra wheels & 33-inch tires
➤ Short bed with spray-in bed liner
➤ Gaylord hard bed cover
➤ Billet grille
➤ATS Design color-matching fenders
➤ATS Design custom running boards
➤ Pioneer navigation system
➤ Split wireless DVD/PlayStation system
➤ XM Radio and wireless headphones
➤ Special price; every sale benefits CLAFMA



car* or truck at invoice to fire, EMS, police
*Sorry, Corvettes excluded from this offer

Selman Chevrolet has agreed to sell or lease any new car* or truck at invoice price
to firefighters, EMTs, police officers and their families. With each car or truck sold,
Selman Chevrolet will donate $100 in your name to the County of Los Angeles Fire
Museum Association. More than 35 L.A. County firefighters and their families have
purchased cars and trucks from Selman in the past year. Please call Selman Fleet
Manager Joe Gill at 714-458-4781 or just stop by for a test drive.

*Sorry, this offer does not apply to Corvettes.



Please see the article on the facing
page reprinted from the Long Beach
Press Telegram. We invite you to begin
thinking about ways you may be able
to help us realize Jim’s vision.

CLAFMA President Jim Page loved the fire service, and he loved
our fire museum. He had a sweeping vision for our permanent
home – a vision of a facility that is equal parts showplace and fire

station, roadside diner and reception hall,
classroom and fieldtrip, garage and workshop.
Under his leadership, the museum started

toward that goal. After Jim’s untimely death last fall, many donated to the James O. Page
Memorial Building Fund in his honor. Here are some of the options under consideration.
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Let’s just say the museum’s current
space leaves much to be desired.

CLAFMA board member Paul
Schneider is working with artist Nora
Lim on new floorplan designs. There
are several variations, including a
dream facility of 300,000 square feet
and a more-compact version based on
a 35,000-45,000-square-foot space.

Of course, the new facility will
highlight our apparatus collection.

One important design element for
the new facility’s displays would be
realistic facades of real L.A. County
fire stations.

Other possible features of the new
facility would be a theater that could
be used as a classroom; a café, a gift
shop; conference rooms; offices;
reception hall; archive room; staff
locker room; extensive garage and
workshop areas; and display areas for
hand-and horse-draw apparatus.
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by Karen Robes
Staff writer

Imagine a gallery of vintage fire
engines and gear, a restaurant that
serves firehouse specials and an
interactive classroom where chil-
dren could apply math and science
to fire-fighting situations.

Members of the County of Los
Angeles Fire Museum Association
hope the image will attract city
officials and businesses into
investing in a 40,000-square-foot
multipurpose building that would
incorporate a library, educational
center, gift shop and restaurant
and bar.

“We have a great collection
that’s targeted to the county fire
department, but we also have a
good representation of the last 100
years of firefighting,” said Joe
Woyjeck, president of the muse-
um association.

The fire museum concept has
been around for the last 20 years,
when the 2,700-member museum
association was established as a
private entity sponsored by the
L.A. County Fire Department.

The association began seeking
sites about five years ago, when
the former president, the late
James O. Page, updated the orga-
nization’s bylaws and created
insurance and building funds for
future projects, including the
acquisition of a facility.

Six months ago, the associa-
tion hired Matt Knabe, vice presi-
dent of Los Angeles-based MWW
Group and younger son of Los
Angeles County Board Supervisor
Don Knabe, to develop a business
plan for the multifaceted museum.

“You have firefighters whose
heart and soul is the Fire Depart-
ment and the history and tradition
of the Fire Department,” Knabe
said. “They know the department
and services. I’m just trying to give

them focus on how to market it,
develop and create a plan and
fund-raising.”

The 14-point plan, to be mar-
keted on a DVD, includes:
• A classroom and kids’ corner,

where children can log onto com-
puters and learn about firefight-
ing. “You want them to learn
about the equipment, but you
also want them to learn what
firefighters do for a living, and
how what they’re studying and
learning applies to being a fire-
fighter later on,” Knabe said.

• An era room, where different
aspects of fire history would be
displayed. With a continuous
audio feed, visitors could hear
about different fire stories and
learn how the equipment and
personnel play a role in the job.

• A local heroes wing, where rotat-
ing displays would feature local
departments.

• A restaurant and bar, where visi-
tors could dine on entrees based
on what firefighters are served at
the stations.

• A garage, where mechanics can
restore antiques.

• A banquet room, where business
owners and city officials could
host community events like
Chamber of Commerce mixers,
and firefighters could host asso-
ciation meetings, demonstra-
tions and competitions.

“Our guys are excited about
that because we’ve got tons of
retirements, people getting mar-
ried, all kinds of reasons for peo-
ple to get together,” Woyjeck said.
“It would be a big selling point in
our department alone.”

Challenges
Affording the acquisition of a
building and start-up costs pose
the biggest hardships. Securing a
building could cost about $3 mil-
lion, Knabe said.

“The No. 1 challenge will
always be money,” Knabe said.
“To acquire a building that size in
today’s real estate market is a
huge undertaking.”

The association said they need
more room to display all the items.
More than 40 pieces of equipment
in various stages of restoration and
a firefighter gear collection that
includes more than 200 antique
helmets are housed in two ware-
houses.

One of the warehouses, a
16,000-square-foot facility in
South Gate, is crammed with arti-
facts from former city fire stations,
including a 1925 Engine 23 Stutz
from Bellflower.

The association also boasts an
1853 button hand pumper, a 1915
Model T Chemical/hose car and
the 1965 Crown Engine 51, Engine
60 from the former television
show “Emergency!”

The group also wants to make
the exhibits more accessible. The
South Gate facility is only open to
the public twice a year during the
association’s open house events.

Woyjeck said the museum is
more than just a bunch of old fire
engines.

“We have a lot of archives,” he
said. “We have 10,000 pictures in
our files that are in various stages
of decay. We’ve been scanning
them to CDs to save the history of
our department.”

The organization hopes to
glean sponsorships from business-
es and community members and
foster memberships to help offset
costs. They also hope to build the
museum in the Southeast Los
Angeles area.

“This is where it all started,”
Woyjeck said.

Reprinted with permission from the
July 10, 2005, issue of the Long
Beach Press Telegram.
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They think a firefighter museum is a hot idea



As part of the L.A. County Fire Department’s
ongoing oral-history videotape series, Capt.
David Boucher (ret) interviewed James O. Page

in 2000. Here are some excerpts from their conversa-
tion, including Jim’s recollection of the county’s first
big high-rise fire at the Playboy Club.

Q. Jim, you told me just before we started that you
had driven by the original station 7. Now the original
station 7 is boarded up, and they’ve moved into their
new quarters on San Vicente. Your time at station 7
was absolutely crucial in
determining what hap-
pened to you – not only on
this department but proba-
bly for the rest of your  life.
A. Well, really, a couple of
things happened. In June
of 1970 a little after mid-
night – I think it was the
third of June – we got an
alarm that there was a fire
at the Playboy Club on
Sunset Blvd. Some mem-
bers of my crew had grum-
bled a lot about all the time
we’d spent out in the dis-
trict preplanning. And I
suppose because it was the
Playboy Club we’d pre-
planned that building more
than others.

Q. Some side benefits
there...
A. The point is we knew the building well. And as soon
as we pulled out of the station and started north on
Hancock, we could see a glow on the horizon. When
we arrived on the scene we had five floors of that ten-
story building fully involved. We really wanted to do
well as a matter of pride – and because the City of Los
Angeles Fire Department was looking over our shoul-
der and responding with us. We always had a goal in
West Hollywood. And that was to knock the fire down

in 28-29 minutes, because it took 30 minutes for the
chief to get there from 38s. And so, the Playboy Club,
despite the fact that it was such a big fire, was knocked
down in 28 minutes. And Chief Whitey Ardinger
...arrived just in time to have us declare that the fire
was knocked down. 

I think that fire had tremendous impact on my
career, because you know when you have one of those
big fires and luck is with you and they go well, it serves
you well in the department. But also I think it was the
real test of our department’s expertise and ability to

handle high-rise fires. We
talked about it a lot, but that
was the first real big high-
rise fire that this depart-
ment had ever handled.
And I really benefited from
the work a lot of good peo-
ple did on that fire.

The second major event
concerning station 7
occurred on May 11, 1971.
I’d already taken the bar
exam and I was waiting for
the results. The phone rang
at the station and it was
Dick Friend, our public
information officer. Dick
said, “Jim, there’s a televi-
sion producer by the name
of Bob Cinader who’s
gonna be giving you a call.” 

He said, “He’s looking
for somebody to do some

research on ‘Rescue.’ And since you’ve worked on a lot
of rescues and you’re a writer, I thought you might be
interested in this. Would you mind talking to him?”
And I said I’d be glad to. So within about a half hour,
the phone rang and it was this fellow Robert Cinader. I
invited him to come out to the station. He came out
and sat with me for a while and talked. And supper
time came up, so we set a place for him as we did all
visitors at the station. Then we told him he had to play
cards for dishes.

Here’s part two of the story of a man who joined the department in
1959 and helped start a worldwide revolution in EMS and television.
See how James O. Page began an extraordinary career that would

lead him from Rescue 11 to Squad 51, from
engineer to attorney, from a founding father
of EMS to the publisher emeritus of the Jour-

nal of Emergency Medical Services. This is the second in a series; if you’d like to see video
excerpts from the full interview, go to http://www.lacofd.org/JamesOPage/ChiefPage.htm. 
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And within about a half an hour he
was up to his elbows in suds. The
Hollywood producer didn’t get any
special treatment at station 7! But
he loved it. He absolutely loved it.
And he enjoyed the camaraderie
and the whole environment, the
culture of the station. 

After the dishes were done, we
went up to the front office and
spent two or three hours talking
about what he and producer Jack
Webb had in mind for a television
series. The next day I went to the
Universal studios and was hired by
Webb for a short-term project: to
do the research that subsequently
became the television show
“Emergency!”

Q. Right.
A. By then I had been promoted to
battalion chief, to battalion 7,
which was the heart of all of our
paramedic operations at that time.
And coincidentally, the television
producers, the writers and all the
people who were responsible for
producing the television series were
frequent visitors to station 36, and
battalion 7, station 127. Eventually
they sponsored me into the Writers
Guild, and I was able to actually
write some of the shows.

Q: I’ve wondered about that. You
were, in fact, an active battalion
chief with the county fire depart-
ment. Who actually attached you to
the [TV show]? Did Chief [Richard]
Houts say, ‘This is what we would
like you to do’? Did Universal Stu-
dios request you to do this? Was it a
carefully constructed thing or did it
just happen?
A: It more or less just happened.
And Bob Cinader was a very force-
ful man. He eventually became
good friends with Chief Houts, and
he also had some very strong
alliances with the county board of
supervisors. So, generally speaking,
Universal Studios got what it want-
ed. But my role evolved at a time

when they really needed us more
than we needed them. 

There were times, for example,
when, with Chief Paul Schneider’s
blessing, we would organize drills at
night and invite the cameras of Uni-
versal Studios to come along and
shoot. If they’d had to pay for all
the equipment and personnel to
shoot that kind of an operation – to
get that much live-action film in the
can of fire department operations –
it would have cost them millions of
dollars. 

So we were very good to them.
I don’t think they compromised our
ability to perform our central mis-
sion in any way. Nonetheless, I
think my role evolved as I was able
to assist the studio and the depart-
ment in making this series happen
in its formative years.

Q: Now, you were a technical advi-
sor as well as other things?
A: Well, I was principal technical
advisor regarding fire-department
operations. 

In the early days when we had
a lot of clout, I can remember
watching the dalies, the material
that is filmed on the prior day, and
telling them they’d have to do it
over, because it didn’t show our fire
department in a proper light....I
asked them to shoot it over, and
they reassembled the cast and
rebuilt the set and did it over. So in
those days we had a lot of clout. But
as I was warned early on, every-
body’s clout in Hollywood eventual-
ly goes away, and mine did too.

[I was involved] from May ’71
until about the summer of ’73,
about two years. On my days off
and evenings I was starting a little
law practice, so I resigned from that
role. I believe Battalion Chief
George Harms took my place.

[We’ll pick up here in an upcoming
issue as Jim takes the EMS concept
across America and creates an EMS
publishing empire.]

Jim Page dreamed of a permanent
home for the museum. You can help.
The Page family has asked that dona-
tions be made to the County of Los
Angeles Fire Museum’s James O. Page
Memorial Building Fund. If you wish to
make a donation in his name, checks
can be mailed to:
County of Los Angeles Fire Museum
James O. Page Memorial Building Fund
PO Box 3325
Alhambra CA 91803

If you wish to donate by credit card,
email thirdalarm51@aol.com for infor-
mation. For more options, visit the
CLAFMA Web site at www.clafma.org.
Thank you.
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Jim’s dream



CLAFMA’s Third Alarm Fire Shop is your exclusive source for numbered, limited-edition prints of this hand-
drawn rendition of Squad 51! Virginia firefighter Ron Saikowski’s finished 11-inch by 14-inch prints offer a new
take on an old favorite, and they’re perfect for framing. The artist-signed limited-edition (only 551 made)
prints are $50 plus shipping & handling. We’re also offering exclusive
prints autographed by original cast members Randolph Mantooth
and Kevin Tighe. For pricing details on the autographed prints, please
send e-mail to thirdalarmshop@aol.com or go to thirdalarmfireshop.com

signed,
sealed,
delivered,

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage
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Alhambra CA
91802-9998
Permit #60
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