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If you asked 100 of our members
where Squad 51 is right now, you
likely would get a variety of

responses. Many would tell you it’s in
Washington, DC, at the Smithsonian.
Some would say that Squad 51 –
arguably the most famous Dodge
truck on Earth – is at the Petersen
Automotive Museum in Los Angeles.
(It has put in appearances at both
places.) Others would have no idea
where CLAFMA’s crowd-pleaser cur-
rently resides.

Joe Woyjeck knows. He’s vice
president of your County of Los
Angeles Fire Department Museum
Association. He recently saw the
effect the rig still has on the public. 

“In late August, my wife and I put
Squad 51 on a trailer and took it to
Phoenix,” Woyjeck said. It will be on
display there for the next year at the
Hall of Flame Fire Museum.

“The night before we left, I was fueling my Subur-
ban when I saw a crew of Orange County firefighters
going in the opposite direction,” Woyjeck said. “They
made a U-turn across a busy street just to see the
squad. I mentioned that I was taking the squad to
Phoenix in the morning and we were stopping for din-
ner. They insisted that I park at their station and walk
to the nearby restaurant. I agreed and followed them to

their station. They were having an Explorer meeting,
and everyone got a kick at having the squad there. They
got us parked and posted a guard while my wife and I
had nice dinner.”

Woyjeck left early in the morning, and he noticed
numerous firefighters in the midst of shift changes. “I
must have had 50 people pull up next to me and give
me thumbs up,” he said. “One guy pulled up on my

Editor’s note: Please be sure to read the important, time-sensitive
information on pages 6 and 7 about the board election and upcoming
vote on proposed changes to our articles of incorporation. 

The hardest-working Dodge in showbusiness gleams in its temporary new home, the Hall of
Flame in Phoenix. CLAFMA agreed to a one-year loan. Photo courtesy of Peter Molloy.

continues on page 2

right, moved to the rear, and then to the driver’s side.
He stuck his cell phone out the window and pointed it
at the squad. I guess it had a digital camera, too.”

‘Squad 51, where are you this time?’

CLAFMA’s crowd-pleasing rig takes up
residence in the Hall of Flame



Hall of Flame 
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from page 1

“The actual trek was uneventful,
the way I like it,” Woyjeck said. “It
took about eight hours, and my
2002 Selman Chevrolet Suburban
performed flawlessly.” [Selman
Chevrolet helped CLAFMA raise
funds for a new towing vehicle this
the summer. Watch for more details
in the next issue.]

Woyjeck arrived in Phoenix
around 11a.m. “It was already about
104 degrees – I think I saw Squad
51sweating,” he said. “We unloaded
the squad and handed over the keys
to the curator, Dr. Peter Molloy. The
Hall of Flame museum had a prime
location set up for Squad 51, and
when I left she looked great.”

Peter Molloy said his guests
think so, too. “Many of our visitors
are fans of the show, and they are
delighted to see the rig in person,”
he said. At least one person has told
Molloy that the “Emergency!” TV
show was the primary reason he
joined the fire service and became a
paramedic. (One expects Molloy will

get accustomed to hearing that par-
ticular response.) “In addition to the
squad, we have almost 100 other
restored pieces of fire apparatus, as
well as many other smaller
exhibits,” Molloy said.  

SoCal residents still reeling from
the state’s worst wildfires may take
particular interest in the museum’s
new wildland firefighting gallery.
“It’s the only one of its kind in
America,” Molloy said.  “The gallery
includes an exhibit on the California
Department of Forestry and a brush
truck that was used by the Los
Angeles Department of Forestry.”

The museum is open Monday
through Saturday from 9 a.m. to 5
p.m., and on Sunday from noon to
4 p.m.  The address is 6101 East Van
Buren St., across Van Buren from
the Phoenix Zoo.  Admission is
$5.50 for adults, $4.50 for seniors
62 and over, $3 for students 6-17,
and $1.50 for kids 3-5.  Children
under age 3 are free. Visit them
online at www.hallofflame.org. 

Before leaving for the Hall of Flame (top), Squad 51 went nose to nose with patrol car One
Adam 12 at an auto show. Top photo courtesy of Peter Molloy; lower photo by Joe Woyjeck.

Retired Bonita firefighter Richard
Yokley noticed the rich and exciting
history of firefighters on television
had gone largely undocumented. Not
anymore! He wrote the first compre-
hensive book about shows from
“Rescue 8” and “Emergency!” to
today’s “Third Watch.” In all, Yokley
covers more than 75 TV series, mini-
series, pilots, and documentaries
about firefighting that have aired
around the world.

Yokley tracked down actors, writers,
and producers from various shows,
so TV Firefighters comes full of
exclusive interviews and rare photos.
Yokley calls it “an amazing treasure
trove of facts and trivia” for genre
fans, firefighters, screenwriters and
media scholars. Copies are $16.95. 

If you order your copy from CLAFMA’s
new online store, Third Alarm Fire
Shop [www.thirdalarmfireshop.com],
the museum will receive a portion of
the proceeds. If you do not have
Internet access, you may order the
book by calling 1-888-808-5440.

all about

fire 
on the tv



During the first week of July 1953, Chief Engineer
Cecil R. Gehr had personally directed Los Ange-
les County fire forces in a multi-agency effort to

control the huge “Sulpher Springs Fire.” This fire
burned 40,000 acres of brush and timber along the
north slopes of the San Gabriel Mountains in the Ange-
les National Forest south of Palmdale; Little Rock; Pear-
blossom and Juniper
Hills. It had extended
south to the Cloudburst
Summit-Mount Water-
man area. This start of
what was to be a busy
fire season had left
Gehr with little rest.

On July 13, a fire in
Topanga Canyon, with
Chief Harvey Anderson
in charge, drew Gehr’s
attention. Upon his
return to L.A. head-
quarters on July 14,
Chief Deputy Keith
Klinger offered Gehr
his new car to use.
News had just come in of another fire starting in Little
Tujunga Canyon, north of Pacoima, with Chief Roland
Percy in charge.

Gehr responded northward on Hollywood Way out
of the San Fernando Valley area toward Pacoima. He
was alone, responding “Code R” – red lights and siren.
As he attempted to pass through the intersection
against the red light at Verdugo Avenue in Burbank, his
car was struck broadside and crashed into a light stan-
dard. Witnesses said the other driver, James Heinrich,
was traveling about 50 miles per hour when his car hit
Gehr’s 1953 Ford.

In those days, without benefit of seatbelts, Gehr suf-
fered massive injuries. He died shortly after arrival at
St. Joseph’s Hospital in Burbank.

This fine man was paid tribute to by his fellow
workers in the July 1953 edition of Straight Streams, the
department’s official benefit and welfare magazine:

“His first and constant thought was that no individ-

ual in the department was ever to be hurt through the
proposed changes [to bring about a reorganized and
unified department], and his secondary endeavor was
to continually build a better fire department, improve
efficiency and render better service to the community.
...The Chief was a man’s man, and a fireman’s fire-
man.” Text and photos from Ride the Devil Wind.

This summer marked the 50th anniversary of Chief Cecil R. Gehr’s
untimely death in an on-duty car accident. Gehr started as a forest
fireman for the Forester and Fire Warden Department in 1924. Gehr

replaced Chief Spence D. Turner as
county forester and fire warden in
1952. He and his staff took up the

“nuts and bolts” work required to merge F&FW with the L.A. County Fire Department.
Although he led for barely a year, Gehr’s death affected the department for quite some time.
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50 years ago

Top: Cecil Royal Gehr’s installation as forester & fire warden;
l-r Asst. Chief John Duncan; Chief Deputy Keith Klinger; County
Supervisor Ken Darby; Chief Cecil R. Gehr; 1st AC Roland Percey.
/ Chaplain Edward Spruill leads staff officers from the funeral
on July 18, 1953, as off-duty department members salute. 



As we’ve mentioned before, most people see vehicles and gear from
the museum’s collection after all the work’s done. But what does it
take to transform a dusty, rusty, busted vehicle that may have been

exposed for years to the elements – and
worse – into a shiny showpiece? CLAFMA
board member and restoration expert

Paul Schneider takes you behind-the-scenes with dedicated people who devote their time and
talents preserving fire-service history for the rest of us. This is part one of an occasional series
that documents the re-emergence of a 1923 Stutz from an ‘attack of the chromes.’
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from the shop

About a year ago, my brother
and I decided to concen-
trate on completely restor-

ing a 1923 Stutz City Service
Ladder Truck. This is a personal
project we’re funding ourselves,
but we’re learning things that
apply to our efforts for CLAFMA. 

My brother Howard and I pur-
chased this rig in 1995 for $7,500
from an Orange County fire cap-
tain.  He had acquired it in the
1980s from Santa's Village in the
San Bernardino Mountains. He had
approximately $25,000 invested in
the restoration when he sold it to
my brother and me.  Some $8,500
of his money went into the restora-
tion of the motor. Most, however,
went into chrome plating.  

Unfortunately, the previous
owner chromed many parts that
never should have been plated.
Plus, the parts that would have
been plated should have been
done in nickel; chrome was not
used until about 1928.  We have
had all of his plating removed, as
we prefer to restore with as much
accuracy as possible.  Luckily, the
work done on the motor was ter-
rific, and that will hasten the com-
pletion of that component.  

Our current focus is the frame,
suspension and wheels.  We
should have this phase completed
by the end of the year.  The second
phase will consist of restoring the
motor, transmission, driveshaft,
and rear steering gear, then re-
installing these components.  This

phase will end when all of these
components are operational.   

Phase three will see the instal-
lation of the fire wall/instrument
panel, floor boards, seat, fuel tank,
radiator and hoods.  In phase four,
we will install the ladder racks and
associated hardware, tiller seat, all
lighting, fenders and running
boards.  Phase five will finish the
job; we will tie up any loose ends,
then load ladders and other period
equipment.

As I mentioned, my brother
and I are gaining valuable experi-
ence that we will bring with us as
we undertake the museum's
restorations.  In particular, this
restoration will directly benefit our
future restoration of the museum's
1924 Stutz K3 pumper. It was the
original Engine 23 of the Los Ange-
les County Fire Department.  Stutz
fire engines are very rare, so find-
ing parts, photos and technical
data is challenging (and some-
times frustrating).  In our search
for these elusive items for our own
restoration, we have found and
acquired most of what we need to
effect a top-notch restoration of
the museum's Stutz.

Restoration of CLAFMA’s 1955
Crown and the 1954 Mack should
be complete by February 2004. 
Work on the 1903 American steam
engine continues, but the painstak-
ing detail required makes it hard to
project its completion. We are
shooting for the end of this year –
just in time for its 100th birthday! 



Clockwise from top left: Here’s Truck 10 in its heyday. This is not the actual
truck being restored, but it is a good representation and the photo has proved
very helpful in the restoration; Bruce “The Brush” Bansen applies a burnish of
gold and leaves clean edges; the aforementioned rusty, dusty start of the
restoration project; the vehicle on the far right is probably the Schneiders’
truck.  This fire station at 1401 Central Avenue was one of two LAFD stations
manned by an all-black crew. Finally, it takes a lot of elbow room to work on 
this Stutz. Here, the frame’s suspended to expose the left side. The process:  
sandblast, fill, prime, paint, gold leaf, clearcoat, polish and add other artwork.
Photos from Paul Schneider’s collection.



Directors of the County of Los Angeles Fire Museum Association are nominated and
elected at-large by the membership in odd-numbered years.  Elections will be held in
December 2003. The seven candidates with the greatest number of votes will be seated
as Directors in January 2004. At that time, the newly elected Directors will nominate
and elect the four Officers (President, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer) from
among the seven Directors.

Nominations are encouraged and solicited from all members and those nominations
must be submitted in writing.  Your current Board asks that you nominate only 
individuals who will actively participate in and contribute to the progress of the 
Museum Association; that includes attendance at monthly meetings.

______________________________
(name of nominee – please print)

______________________________
(your signature)

______________________________
(please print your name)

______________________________
(date)

If you wish to nominate more than one person, or if you would prefer not to remove 
this page from the newsletter, please photocopy this form. Nominations must be received
no later than December 1, 2003.

After entering the name of your nominee, please sign and date this form and mail to: 
CLAFMA Nominations, P.O. Box 3325, Alhambra CA  91803.

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
Election of Directors



Attention CLAFMA members: We’re
going to be asking you to vote for
your board of directors soon. (See
opposite page.)  That ballot will also
contain a proposed change to the
museum’s articles of incorporation.

The museum’s original Articles
of Incorporation, filed April 10,
1987, provide: “The specific pur-
pose of this corporation is the pro-
motion and restoration of historical
fire apparatus.”

The current By-Laws of the
County of Los Angeles Fire Museum
Association provide: “The purpose
of this Association shall be: 

To promote and preserve histor-
ical fire apparatus, equipment, and
artifacts in keeping with the fire ser-
vice tradition for the benefit of
Association Members, the fire ser-
vice, and for the education and
enjoyment of the public at large;

To provide administrative, mon-
etary, and voluntary support to
maintain the County of Los Angeles
Fire Department Museum for the
public’s benefit;

Further, to make provision for
the use of historical fire apparatus
and equipment at displays,
parades, and musters for its Mem-
bers, communities and local and
state affiliations, as requested by
the County of Los Angeles Fire
Department or other affiliated fire
departments, and/or approved by
the Board of Directors of this Asso-
ciation.”

The County of Los Angeles Fire
Museum Association’s Master Plan
includes the following:

“In accord with the purposes of
the Association, the board of direc-
tors hereby commits the Associa-
tion to a master plan.

“The ultimate goal is to provide
citizens of and visitors to Southern
California with information and
education that will encourage and
contribute to fire safety and public
health.  An integral purpose of the
Association is the collection, preser-
vation, restoration and exhibition of
significant fire service apparatus,
antiques, artifacts and collectibles.
To the extent possible, these items
are to be used to attract people to
the Association’s informational and
educational services, and to give
context to fire safety and public
health programs and messages.”

Proposal
That the following amendment to
CLAFMA’s Articles of Incorporation
be submitted to members for
approval at the time of and in con-
nection with the 2003 election of
directors:

“The Articles of Incorporation
shall be amended to read: 

“B.  The specific purposes of
this corporation are 

1. To promote, preserve, display
and exhibit historical fire apparatus,
equipment, and artifacts in keeping
with fire service traditions for the
benefit of association members, the
fire service, and for the education
and enjoyment of the public at
large;

2. To provide citizens of and vis-
itors to Southern California with
information, education, programs
and messages that will encourage
and contribute to fire safety and
public health.”

We’ll be sending CLAFMA
members an official voting form via
U.S. mail. Please watch for them
and be sure to vote.

Sometimes it’s the trivial matters that
trip one up, as it were. This question
appeared in the previous issue with an
incorrect answer. We apologize and
correct it here:
L.A. County manned 18 lookout towers
for fire detection during the 1930s and
40s. Only about half were “standard”
towers. The tallest tower (in Verdugo
Hills) was 60 feet tall. So how tall was
a “standard” tower? See if you can
choose the correct answer from the
choices below.
a. 10' high, 10'x10' wooden room;
b. 12' high, 8'x8' steel & glass room;
c. 22' high, 8'x8' steel & glass room; or
d. 60' high, 10'x10' wood & glass room.

Answer: C!
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ASSOCIATION LEADERSHIP
President
James O. Page 760-729-2201
Vice President
Joe Woyjeck
Secretary
Paul Oyler
Treasurer
Ken Jury 818-249-8165
Director
David Boucher 818-242-3035
Director
Howard Schneider
Director
Paul Schneider

FIRE WARDEN NEWSLETTER
Editor
Timothy Elliott
Historian
David Boucher
Contributors
David Boucher Paul Schneider
Joe Woyjeck Peter Molloy

COMMENTS OR QUESTIONS?
Contact the Fire Warden editor via
e-mail at onscene@aol.com 
or call 818-729-9955.

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION:
For details, go to www.clafma.org.

© Copyright 2003 by County of Los
Angeles Fire Department Museum
Association. All rights reserved. 
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Pursuing trivia

IMPORTANT: Board election,
proposed amendment
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Return Service Requested

Make CLAFMA’s Third Alarm Fire Shop your source for the L.A. County Fire Department’s new dutywear
sunhat! These water- and wind-resistant hats provide better protection from the damaging effects of the
sun than baseball caps. We have them custom made in New Zealand using SPORT X DRY fabric. It’s soft
and breatheable, and its moisture-wicking properties help keep you
cool and comfortable. Available in navy blue for firefighters and black
for chiefs. For details about sizes and pricing, visit our new Web site:

sun,
sun,
sun,
here it
comes


