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Ward Kimball – artist, animator, musician,
Oscar winner, fire buff – left an incredible
legacy when he died last July. That legacy

included a world-class fire apparatus and memorabilia
collection. We’re pleased to announce the collection
now has a new home: the County of Los Angeles Fire
Museum Association.

“We’re honored the Kimball family chose us to

receive these rare fire-service artifacts,” said CLAFMA
President James O. Page. “I believe their confidence in
our museum reflects our growing stability and stature.
We hope their important donation will inspire others to
consider CLAFMA for bequests of fire-service artifacts
and financial contributions.” 

CLAFMA historian Dave Boucher said the donation
also provides useful reference points that had been

Editor’s note: Scheduling gremlins caused our spring and summer
issues to be mailed in rapid succession. We apologize for the “late
spring” this year, and we hope you’ll forgive any inconvenience.

Ward Kimball’s Firehouse Five Plus Two Dixieland band decked out for the Alhambra ‘Hi, Neighbor!’ parade circa 1949. Kimball’s estate recently
donated the 1888 Silsby “Neptune” steam pumper to CLAFMA. From left to right, that’s Monte Mountjoy (drummer), Spots (mascot), Frank
Thomas (piano and animator), Ward Kimball (trombone), Chloe Kimball (stand-in mascot), Dick Roberts (banjo), Ed Penner (tuba), Danny
Alguire (trumpet) and Clark Mallorey (clarinet). Photo courtesy of the Kimball family.

continues on page 4

missing from the collection. “The new steamer illus-
trates one vivid contrast, for instance,” Boucher said.

Kimball family adds ‘Firehouse Five Plus Two’ 
heirlooms to CLAFMA collection
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The Museum Association’s dusty
warehouse in South Gate briefly
served as a soundstage June 9. Actu-
ality Productions, an independent
film company, has spent several
months documenting the history of
crash rescue and extrication for The
History Channel. 

Producer Bob Ziel was looking
for images of rescue vehicles and
equipment from the past. CLAFMA
President Jim Page offered his own
Rescue 11 – a pristine reincarnation
of the ’47 Ford he was assigned to at
Los Angeles County Fire Station 11
in the late 1950s.

Page equipped the vehicle with
restored tools and equipment from
the pre-paramedic era. They include
an oxy-acetylene cutting torch and a
Porto-Power hydraulic rescue kit.
Before Hurst introduced the “Jaws of
Life” in 1970, firefighters covered
trapped victims of vehicle crashes
with an asbestos blanket. Then
they’d use the cutting torch to
remove the vehicle’s roof or doors, if

necessary. A firefighter with a
charged handline would stand by to
extinguish fires started by the cut-
ting torch.

The Porto-Power kit contained
numerous spreaders and rams,
along with extenders and a hand-
operated hydraulic pump. The unit
was heavy, complicated to assem-
ble, and slow to operate. But it was
state of the art for crash rescue until
replaced by Hurst and Amkus tools.,
plus carbide-tip saws and air chisels.

After the crew finished at the
warehouse, they moved cameras,
lights and microphones to County
Fire Station 54. There, Ziel captured
on film the contrast between old
and new tools for crash rescue and
extrication. Firefighter/Paramedics
Breshears and Kane demonstrated
their unit’s current capabilities.

Expect The History Channel to
air the documentary in late summer
or early fall. We’ll keep our mem-
bers posted as more details become
available.

CLAFMA President James O. Page throws open the gates of crash rescue and extrication
history when he opens the back of his  meticulously-restored Rescue 11, a 1947 Ford.

Capt. David Boucher (ret.), CLAFMA’s
resident historian, has agreed to
field occasional questions about the
L.A. County Fire Department.

You’ve been capturing the
department’s history for some
time now. How far along are you

with the department’s archive?

We're about 10 percent of the
way there. The original three-
year schedule may be drawn

out a bit because we're continually
getting new documents and photos
from our retirees. In the end, we'll
have everything in museum-quality
protective coverings and a master
index of every item. That will make it
easier to begin archiving everything
digitally, which is next on the list. 

One of my favorite finds is the only
surviving original of the fire protec-
tion districts’ rules and regulations. It
was published in 1923. We’re in debt
to retired Capt. John Wahlen. He res-
cued a ton of historical documents
from the old headquarters.

Q&A with

dave
boucher

CLAFMA helps out History Channel 

Q

A

If you want to know anything about
L.A. County’s helicopter operations
or Barton Heliport, just ask Senior
Pilot Rick Cearley (ret.) and settle
back for the answer. Cearley’s just
published an 85-page chronology
and pictorial account of the pilots,
mechanics and helicopters at Barton
Heliport from 1957-2001. To order,
send $22.95 (includes shipping) to
Cearley at 2379 Leeward Circle,
Westlake Village CA 91361. For more
information, call 805-496-4071 or
send e-mail to r.cearley@verizon.net.



Clockwise from top left: Raymond
and Rachel Reyes with grandsons
Raymond and Vincent; CLAFMA
Treasurer Ken Jury (standing)
staffs the grill with art direction
from still-Oz-bound Jordan Pearl,
Rick Cearley and Gil Garcia;
Octavio Ramos checks out the
cockpit of Engine 60, the first
engine used in the “Emergency!”
TV series; Squad 51 toys and fire
helmets remain big hits among
the younger set; come to think of
it, the Squad 51 toys appeal to all
ages; Chris Soto (of Division VI)
brought granddaughter Ashley
along for the grand tour.

Open house: guys, gals, grills, grinsOpen house: guys, gals, grills, grins
Our May 3-4 open house brought in gaggles of CLAFMA members, including on-duty
firefighters with Explorer Scouts in tow and generations of firefighting families.“As a
purely volunteer organization, we can’t open the museum to visitors on a regular
basis,” says CLAFMA President James O. Page. “So, our open houses allow members
and their families to enjoy the collection made possible by their board members, our
volunteers, and generous donations.” Please mark your calendar for our next open
house – Oct. 18 (8 a.m.-4 p.m.) and 19 (8-3). We’re at 8635 Otis Street in South Gate.
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Kimball collection

Ward Kimball’s Firehouse Five Plus Two ready to hit the road circa 1949.
Kimball’s estate recently donated the 1915 American LaFrance engine to
CLAFMA. From left to right, that’s Danny Alguire (trumpet), Clark 
Mallorey (clarinet), Ward Kimball (trombone), and Ed Penner (tuba). 
Not sure who’s behind Alguire or who’s driving, but that’s Kimball’s wife,
Betty, next to the driver. Photo courtesy of the Kimball family.

Ward Kimball, the cartoon animator who created Pinocchio’s compan-
ion Jiminy Cricket, died July 8, 2002. He was 88. Kimball joined Walt
Disney in 1934 and worked with Disney himself during the golden
period of the studio’s animated features, including on 1937’s Snow
White and the Seven Dwarves. 

He was involved in animating some of the great Disney characters
– Mickey Mouse and Donald Duck, for instance – as well as the
Cheshire Cat, The March Hare and The Mad Hatter in 1951’s Alice and
Wonderland. Other films he worked on included Fantasia, Cinderella,
Peter Pan, Mary Poppins and Bedknobs and Broomsticks. Two of the
short features Kimball created for Disney, 1953’s Toot, Whistle, Plunk
and Boom, and 1969’s It’s Tough To Be A Bird, won Oscars. 

Besides his cartoon work, he was a lifelong train enthusiast.A
trombonist, he also founded the Dixieland jazz band Firehouse Five
Plus Two, leading some of his fellow Disney workers in recording a
series of popular jazz albums between 1949 and 1969. 

“We’ve got this little 1888 Neptune steamer
from the Kimballs next to our big 1903 Amer-
ican,” Boucher said. “Now people can come
see they’re quite different creatures.”

Paul Schneider, CLAFMA’s restoration guru,
elaborated. “The Silsby is a fifth size (or village
size) steam engine,” he said. “It was pulled by
hand rather than by horse. Our American is
750 gpm; the Neptune runs about 400 gpm. 

Other details set the two steamers apart as
well. “Silsby was famous for making rotary-
gear pumps,” Schneider said. “The American
steam engine is a piston engine. Even their
suspensions are entirely different. American is
a standard leaf spring still seen in vehicles
today. The Silsby has what look like giant
shock absorbers – they look like canisters on
each side of the frame.”

Another new addition, a 1915 American
LaFrance, has distinctions of its own. “It's a
four-cylinder vehicle, which makes it a little
more rare than the six cylinder,” he said. “Plus
it's got great ‘gingerbread’ stuff – the bell, the
hard-suction hoses, the ladder – it's all original
and in great shape.”

More details about both engines soon!

1914-2002



But wait, there’s more...
Here are some of the other items the Kimball
family donated to CLAFMA:
➤ 5 Forker fire helmets;
➤ Cairns leather fire helmet;
➤ 8 Dietz Fire King lanterns;
➤ 4 Seagrave-style lantern brackets;
➤ American LaFrance 12-inch fire engine bell;
➤ Bosch ZR6 magneto;
➤ 20-foot extension ladder;
➤ Phister hand pump fire extinguisher;
➤ 1800s leather fire bucket;
➤ L.A. County Fire Warden license plate;
➤ 15-inch wood-encased fire gong;
➤ S&M 6-inch red fire engine light;
➤ Oil can holder;
➤ Assorted nozzles;
➤ Tin parade torch; and a
➤Metropolitan shut-off valve.

1888 Silsby steamer
➤ “Neptune” #907-20
➤ Rotary gear pump
➤ 400 GPM
➤ pulled by hand
➤ original suction hose
➤ original steamer play pipes

1915 American
LaFrance engine
➤ Venice Fire Department
➤ LAFD (later LA City) Engine 63
➤ Rare four-cylinder engine
➤ Original bell
➤ Original hard-suction hoses



The 1956 photo courtesy of the Klinger
family. It appears in David Boucher’s
book Ride the Devil Wind; please call
818-242-3035 to order a copy. Cell:
www.cbarks.dk/thecartoons1940.htm.

CLAFMA benefactor Ward Kimball contributed immeasurably to
Walt Disney’s success, so let’s recall the day when L.A. County Fire
Chief Keith Klinger named Disney honorary fire chief. The event

continued Klinger’s policy of drawing attention to the
department and key public figures. “He’s the first
person we ever had who understood the value of

telling people what we do,” says CLAFMA historian Dave Boucher. “The only other chief who
has done anywhere near that kind of a job since is Chief Freeman.” 
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Chief Keith Klinger knew the value
of publicity, and in 1956, it was hard
to go wrong with Walt Disney and his
Mouseketeers. The group assembled
at Disneyland for the proclamation
September 14, 1956.

The medallion on the horse-drawn
rig (just behind Klinger’s left shoulder)
says “Disneyland Fire Department.”
That’s Cinderella’s castle in the center
of the medallion, of course.

Smokey Bear and a sharp-dressed
Dalmatian enjoyed front-row seats.

An L.A. County Fire Department
badge accompanied Walt Disney’s
“Honorary Chief” helmet. The
Mouseketeers went home duly
badged as well.

Disney’s hapless Donald Duck tried
his hand at fire protection in 1940’s
cartoon “The Fire Chief.” Alas, the
burning building is the fire station. 
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Hello, members. Joe Woyjeck here;
I’m vice president of your County
of Los Angeles Fire Department
Museum Association. I’m here to
tell you about our efforts to buy a
new tow vehicle. (We have a lot of
vehicles to move around, and not
all of them require a flatbed.)

When we first started consider-
ing the new tow vehicle, I contacted
many dealerships. I explained that
we are a non-profit organization,
and that we’d appreciate any help
they could offer. 

Of all the dealers I contacted,
Selman Chevrolet was the most
generous. They offered us a price
lower than any other dealership.
We decided to hold off on the tow
vehicle and concentrate on finding
a new building. The people at Sel-
man Chevrolet understood, and
they still wanted to help us. 

Here’s the deal they offered
CLAFMA members can buy or lease
any Chevrolet product (except the
Corvette) at invoice price. For each
vehicle sold to CLAFMA members
through Aug. 31, Selman Chevrolet
will make a $100 donation to the
museum in the member’s name.
For more information, call Joe Gill
or Lew Hamilton at 714-633-3521.

On a related note: I bought a
Suburban last year from Selman
Chevrolet in Orange County.
They’re a service-oriented dealer-
ship, and they’ve gone out of their
way to take care of L.A. County fire-
fighters and their families in recent
years. Give ’em a call.

Finally, even if you’re not in the
market for a car, please consider
making a donation yourself. For
details, contact Ken Jury at 818-
249-8165. Thank you!

L.A. County manned 18 lookout towers
for fire detection during the 1930s and
40s. Only about half were “standard”
towers. The tallest tower (in Verdugo
Hills) was 60 feet tall. So how tall was
a “standard” tower? See if you can
choose the correct answer from the
choices below.
a. 10' high, 10'x10' wooden room;
b. 12' high, 8'x8' steel & glass room;
c. 22' high, 8'x8' steel & glass room; or
d. 60' high, 10'x10' wood & glass room.

Answer: C

Help us preserve the history of your
fire department. If you have equipment
or memorabilia to share, please call
Dave Boucher at 818-242-3035.
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ASSOCIATION LEADERSHIP
President
James O. Page 760-729-2201
Vice President
Joe Woyjeck
Secretary
Paul Oyler
Treasurer
Ken Jury 818-249-8165
Director
David Boucher 818-242-3035
Director
Howard Schneider
Director
Paul Schneider

FIRE WARDEN NEWSLETTER
Editor
Timothy Elliott
Historian
David Boucher
Contributors
Amid Amidi David Boucher
Chloe Lord James O. Page

Paul Schneider
COMMENTS OR QUESTIONS?
Contact the Fire Warden editor via
e-mail at firewarden@earthlink.net 
or call 818-729-9955.

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION:
For details, go to www.clafma.org.

© Copyright 2003 by County of Los
Angeles Fire Department Museum
Association. All rights reserved. 
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Pursuing trivia

A 1937 Seagrave, which stayed in service for 50 years, secured on a trailer for its long
trip home from Yosemite. CLAFMA’s seeking a tow vehicle for shorter hops.

Help Selman Chevrolet 
support our tow-vehicle fund

Towing the line... Our board
members and volunteers are
forever moving vehicles for
restoration, maintenance,
parades. You can help us fund
a new tow vehicle for runs
that don’t require a flatbed.
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Return Service Requested

When the L.A. County Fire Department introduced its bold, new shoulder patches, everyone on the job
received a few. If you need more, CLAFMA’s Third Alarm Fire Shop is your exclusive source. Order these
deluxe four-color, fully-embroidered shoulder patches now. They’re fade resistant with thermoplastic
backing for wrinkle-free appearance. Available with black or navy blue
background. (We include background thread color to match uniform.)
For details about availability and pricing, please visit our new Web site:

Need
more 
than 
four?


