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MARK YOUR CALENDARS! Our open work
days offer you some flashbacks to life
at the station. See page 7.

Preserving the history of Southern California’s fire service
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The County of Los Angeles Fire
Museum Association’s open
house drew dozens of smiling

faces and multiple generations on
June 22 and 23. (See pages 2 and 3
for highlights.) Such an enthusiastic
turnout for the rare event helps
illustrate the need for a facility open

every day rather than once every
blue moon. 

The prospect of moving the
museum’s collection from dusty,
leased space in an industrial park to
a suitable showplace is gaining
ground. In fact, the CLAFMA board
hopes to achieve this and other vital

goals using its new master plan. The
strategic plan, board members say,
offers a road map to a new home. 

continues on page 7

Master plan charts course for home



When CLAFMA opened its doors to the public on June
22 and 23, they came, they saw, they ate hot dogs.
For some visitors, stepping into the South Gate ware-
house led them to old friends, human and machine.

“Our primary purpose for the open house was to
show our members what we’ve accomplished,” said
President Jim Page. “We re-introduced them to us and
the most visible aspects of the museum: apparatus in
various stages of restoration and storage. 

CLAFMA member Ray Ribar retired as a captain
last September. He and his wife, Laura, came out to
get acquainted with the museum. “Ray retired, but
his heart is always going to be here,” Laura said.
“He’s been a contributor to the museum for years,
but we’d never seen the collection before. Now that

we have, we really appreciate everyone who has put
a lot of work into it.” She said it’s encouraging to see
people working to preserve the county’s history. “I
think the open house and the [Fire Warden] newslet-
ter really show all the hard work, and members need
that,” she said. “If people are going to contribute,
they need to see it’s well worth it.”

Page said he could appreciate members’ enthusi-
asm when they saw rigs they had worked on 20, 30
or even more years ago. “You could see in it in some
of those guys’ eyes,” he said. “They remembered the
fire calls they’d run while working on those rigs, the
crews they’d worked with. It was a great success as
far as I was concerned, just seeing people relive those
times by being re-acquainted with trucks they rode.”
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Open house offers hot dogs, hot rigs, fond memories
Open wide and say ‘Ahhhhhh!’

Peggy and Earl Parker (above) score some prime museum goodies, including a hat
and patches. He retired from the county in 1990 and now serves as an elected com-
missioner in Idylwild. And remember the old saw about ‘the age of the boys and the
size of the toys’? Frank Salas (pointing) stands before a 1945 Diamond T he’s
preparing to restore. Note the lack of chrome on it, a result of its wartime origins.
Meanwhile, a youngster tears into a Hot Wheels car package, seemingly oblivious to
Jim Page’s “toy” behind him. Page owns Rescue 11, a beautifully-restored 1947 Ford.



Counter-clockwise from top right: Joe Harkema Sr. and
Paul Schneider talk shop. Harkema served in the
China/Burma/India theater in WW II before returning
to his position on the county fire department. His son
served on the department, too; Fire Chief P. Michael
Freeman (center) and Joe Sotro examine a document
from the archives. Sotro, a retired captain, is president
of the county retirees’ association; Jim Page (left)
catches up with Dave Schwaiger, a retired engineer;
Howard Schneider points out a detail on an 1888 Ahrens
steam engine that belonged to L.A. City. That’s Herb
Bramley, president of the Long Beach Fire Museum in
the Ahrens Fox shirt; Retired Captain Bill Means (left)
and a friend take their ease next to an 1899 American
steam engine; an open house offers fun for all ages;
retired Senior Pilot Rick Cearley shares a laugh with a
fan; and Gil Garcia and his father, Victor, examine
Engine 12, a 1928 Seagrave. Photos by Tim Elliott.



Most people see vehicles and gear from the museum’s collection
after they’re gleaming. Sometimes it requires efforts just short of
molecular deconstruction to turn a rig back into a shiny showpiece.

There are times, however, when loving
preservation trumps restoration. Let
CLAFMA board member and apparatus

expert Paul Schneider take you behind-the-scenes with dedicated people who devote their
time and talents preserving fire-service history for the rest of us. This is part one of a series
documenting the preservation of a 1937 Seagrave that served Yosemite National Park.
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from the shop

Purchased to provide fire protection for the
Yosemite Park and Curry Company in 1937, this
faithful Seagrave served the national park for 50

years. In 1987, now-retired L.A. County Fire Chief John
Englund arranged to turn over a 1973 Ward LaFrance
pumper to the fire department in Yosemite in exchange
for the ’37 Seagrave, which was donated to us.

The Ward LaFrance already had an unusual tour of
duty itself at the time of the trade. Its manufacturer had
donated it to Universal Studios to serve as Engine 51 on
the “Emergency!" television series. When production
on the series ended, Universal donated the engine to
the county fire department. 

The ’73 Ward LaFrance remains in service at
Yosemite. We’re saving a spot for “Engine 51” when she
retires – it’s right next to Squad 51! 

Reservation at Preservation Hall
According to CLAFMA historian Dave Boucher, Seagrave
dubbed this 500 gpm pumper the “Suburbanite.” “It’s a
nice little rig,” he said, “but it’s certainly not adequate
for anything other than residential fires or a small grass-
fire. It’s got a small pump and very small tank on it. The
county had very few rigs that size because they just
weren’t adequate.”

When it was delivered to the county training center
on a flatbed truck a few years ago, the Seagrave had
changed little since it was first delivered to Yosemite. It
was in service at Yosemite from 1937 to 1987, and
we’re proud to have it as part of our collection. The ’37
Seagrave offers a good contrast to the Crown project we
described in the last issue. The Crown required an in-
depth restoration. The ’37 Seagrave still has much of its
original paint and striping. We’re going to do more of a
preservation rather than a restoration.

We are rewiring it, so it’ll have all new, modern
wiring. Nearly everything else is preservation. Most of

the paint on that thing is original from 1937, including
the number “1” and all the stripes. They’re the original
stuff, so we’re not going to repaint it. We’ll touch up
here and there where it’s damaged instead. We’ll re-do
the areas where the gold leaf is obliterated, for instance.
One of the fenders was repainted at some point, so
we’re going to color-match it to the hood. We’ll also
remove the decals and reflective tape, including the rid-
ing designations. We’ll just take a heat gun to it and
remove it all.

The goal is to clean it, touch it up, put the correct
style headlights back on, stuff like that. We’ll do the
necessary maintenance to make it operational, then
reload the hose and other equipment from the period
on it. We’re finally getting it back on the running roster.
It’ll be a good, running rig as of early August.

Speaking of preservation – 1903 American update
In the winter 2001 issue, we featured the 1903 Ameri-
can steam engine and the work completed on its
wheels. It’s another example of preservation rather
than restoration, so now’s a good time for an update.

We’ve gotten the front wheels painted, and now
we’re working on the gold leaf and the striping. It’s
painstaking, hard work. Try to gold leaf a 200-pound
wheel with 18 wooden spokes. Then imagine trying to
make it match 100-year-old gold leafing on the rest of
the engine. As far as the rest of the paint job goes, we’re
working to maintain the existing gold leaf and restore
the parts that have been completely obliterated.

All the parts that are being painted also need to be
antiqued. That’s a technical term for taking something
that looks brand new and weathering it to match the
true age of the rig. All the work being done on the
American steamer is in anticipation of its birthday. It’ll
be 100 years old in 2003. We’ll celebrate that milestone
by returning the steamer to operational condition!

The 1937 Seagrave sta



Counter-clockwise from top right:
On each side of the rig, just behind
the driver seat, there’s a little
painting of Yosemite Falls. An artist
of some note in the 30s-painted the
images by hand. Fame is fleeting,
alas, and now no one’s even certain
whether the artist was a man or a
woman. We’ll offer close-up shots
of the images as they’re preserved
in a future issue; When the rig
arrived from Yosemite, its ladders
and its fire extinguisher came with
it. In the years since, much of that
equipment has gone missing.
Schneider notes the ladder with the
“32” stenciled on it. “A 32-foot
extension ladder is a rare piece,” he
said. “I’ve never seen one or even
heard of one.” He laments the loss
of the original fire extinguisher,
too. They run about $400-$500
these days. Security’s grown
tighter, by the way, now that the
rigs are in a locked facility.

ayed in service 50 years 



The 1932 photo courtesy of David
Boucher from his book Ride the Devil
Wind; to order a copy, call 818-242-
3035. The modern photo taken in the
late 90s courtesy of Jordan Pearl.

Fire stations provide a home away from home, and many of them
develop colorful histories as the years pass. Station 7 was the oldest
continuously-occupied station in the county. “The dormitory had

wooden floors that creaked as you walked across
them,” said Jim Page, who was a captain there in the
early 1970s. “There were so many characters who’d

come and gone over the years. Every time you heard the floor creak, you’d wonder if it might
be their ghosts. It was my favorite station; I loved working there.”
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The Hollywood/Sherman District,
in roughly the same area now known
as West Hollywood, paid $18,980 
to build Station 7 around 1930. 
The property cost about $7,000.

The station’s design was classic
Tudor and constructed of brick, which
was covered with heavy white paint or
plaster. In the early 70s, Jim Page
said, the high-gabled attic yielded a
treasure trove of Fire Engineering
magazines dating back to the 1940s.

That’s a 1924 American LaFrance
in the apparatus bay. The white photo
caption on the yard reads 1-12-32.

A two-and-a-half inch wharf
hydrant, found on four-inch, six-inch
and eight-inch mains, sat out front. 

The county closed Station 7 for
good in 2000 because it was unsafe,
Boucher said. It had too many cracks
from too many earthquakes it was
never designed to withstand. 
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There’s always plenty to do at the
museum. Usually, housekeeping and
maintenance chores fall upon a hand-
ful of people. To balance the workload
and allow more time for restoration
projects, your board of directors has
established one day a month as a
“work day.” That’s your chance to
demonstrate your skills with a push
broom, a wiping rag, or a toilet brush. 
If you like to turn wrenches, scrape old
paint, or sandblast parts, we’ve got the
tools and equipment.  We also provide
coffee, day-old doughnuts, and sand-
wiches from the famous Lucky Boy
restaurant. For details on the next work
day, call 323-357-0311, wait for the
beep and listen to the message.
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ASSOCIATION LEADERSHIP
President
James O. Page 760-729-2201
Vice President
Joe Woyjeck
Secretary
Paul Oyler
Treasurer
Ken Jury 818-249-8165
Director
David Boucher 818-242-3035
Director
Jordan Pearl
Director
Paul Schneider

FIRE WARDEN NEWSLETTER
Editor
Timothy Elliott
Historian
David Boucher
Contributors
James O. Page Chris Page
Jordan Pearl Paul Schneider

COMMENTS OR QUESTIONS?
Contact the Fire Warden editor via
e-mail at awayteam@aol.com or call
818-729-9955.

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION:
For details, go to www.clafma.org.

© Copyright 2002 by County of Los
Angeles Fire Department Museum
Association. All rights reserved. 

CLAFMA President Jim Page drafted
the master plan with a clear vision.
“We see the new facility as more
than just a garage to house old fire
trucks,” he said. “It’ll be a social
center. It’ll be the heart of the orga-
nization – a place where we can
host chiefs’ meetings, retirement
dinners,  even wedding receptions.”

Page also sees the museum as a
way to maintain lifelong relation-
ships with the fire service. “I’d like
to get across one point about the
department and this museum,” he
said. “Those people for whom it
was just a job, we’ll never see them.
For everybody else, the fire depart-
ment was the most important part
of our lives, other than getting mar-
ried and having children. 

“So to think the most important
part of our lives could just slip away
with nothing to show for it over the
decades – that would just be inex-
cusable. We’re trying to cure that, to
recognize the contributions made
by thousands of people.”

A new home could showcase
existing evidence of such contribu-
tions. At the moment, thousands of
photographs and documents that
speak volumes about the history of
the organization lie tucked away in
filing cabinets.

Page credits board members
Paul Schneider and Dave Boucher
and others for encouraging him.
“They wanted somebody with busi-
ness experience to lead them,” he
said. “We’re using the master plan
and other strategies to put a good
business foundation under the
museum association. That founda-
tion will move us closer to meeting
our goal of a permanent facility.”

Boucher said a small-scale solu-
tion’s pending: “The museum will
have 5,000 square feet in the new
fire headquarters, and we’ll rotate
items from the collection through
that space.” Still, finding full-size
quarters for the museum remains
one of Boucher’s dreams. He’s help-
ing make it happen.

“Two months ago, the board
instituted a building fund,” he said.
“We voted to divert one-seventh of
the association’s income to it every
month. The diversion reduces our
expenditures on rig restoration.
That’s OK; the rigs we have we’ll
always have. But we’ve got to get a
building or no one will ever get to
see them. We have to get out of low
gear – shift into second, at least.” 

We’ll have more details about
the master plan and how members
can help in the next issue.
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Do you miss it?

George Solano, who’s on the job with the Vista Fire Department, brought his other crew to
the open house. From left, they’re Lauren, Adam, Brian Carey (whose father is a captain
with the Rancho Santa Fe Fire Department), George himself and Ryan. That’s a 1954 Mack
behind them. Next up? Seeing Squad 51 at the Petersen Automotive Museum. 

Master plan from page 1
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Return Service Requested

EMERGENCY!EMERGENCY!
limited edition collector set

“Emergency!” is a trademark and copyright of Emergency Productions. Licensed by Universal Studios Licensing Inc. All rights
reserved. Dodge is a registered trademark of Daimler Chrysler Corporation. Its name and trade dress are used under license by
Code 3 Collectibles. L.A. County Fire Department is used under license to Code 3 Collectibles.

L.A. County Station 51 ($105 + $20 shipping)
Length: 16 inches – scale: 1/64

This hand-crafted, intricate model is an exact
replica of Station 51 as seen on ‘Emergency!’

Features working roll-up doors.

L.A. County Dodge Squad 51 ($30 + $5 shipping)
Length: 3.375 inches – scale: 1/64
This Dodge truck represents the heart 
and soul of the ‘Emergency!’ TV series. 
Fan favorite features cab doors that open.

Officially licensed by L.A. County Fire Department

Order the set of three together for $160 + $25 shipping and save $10!
To order, please send a check or money order made payable to
‘CLAFMA’ to: CLAFMA, P.O. Box 3325, Alhambra CA 91803-3325.

L.A. County Crown Pumper 51 ($35 + $5 shipping)
Length: 4.75 inches – scale: 1/64
One of three engines used during the TV series.


