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San Francisco firefighters
battle a blaze on the
devastated Market Street.
Photo courtesy California
Historical Society.

Clockwise from top left:
Majestic Theater, 1281 Market
Street; Market Street burning;
crowds on Market Street evacuating downtown area; the
temblor broke San Francisco's
water mains, leaving firemen
to struggle against towering
blazes with virtually no water.
The only relief was water
pumped onto the wharves
from boats in the San Francisco Bay; people gathered in
Union Square Park with fires
burning in background; and
the earth unzipped streets.
Photos courtesy of California
Historical Society; San Francisco Public Library; and the
California State Library.
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The fire that destroyed a
great part of San Francisco
in three days, beginning April
18, 1906, remains one of the
greatest conflagrations of any
era. The first jarring shock
struck at 5:12 a.m. and lasted
28 seconds. On that fateful
morning, citizens awakened
to the terrifying spectacle of
their city's destruction. Within
a few hours, 52 fires had
started. Many of them would
have been general-alarm blazes even under ordinary conditions. Three days later, 478
people were dead, including
the chief of the fire department, Dennis T. Sullivan. More
than four square miles of the
city lay in ashes, including all
of the downtown area.
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Text adapted from the San
Francisco Fire Department
Historical Society’s official
souvenier program.
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100 years on
One hundred years after an earthquake and fire devastated San Francisco,
members of the County of Los Angeles Fire Department Museum Association
accepted an invitation to help commemorate the event and the ciy's rise from
the rubble. Here’s a look back at the men, women, apparatus and animals that
spanned the century on the streets of San Francisco.

Matt Connor. on the 1907 American
LaFrance steam engine. Photo by Joe
Woyjeck.
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The sky
glowed from the streetlamps April 15 when we started lining up for the parade, the sun still hours away. Eleven
of us represented the County of Los Angeles Fire Musuem: President Joe Woyjeck; his wife, Anna; their sons and
daughter; my brother Howard Schneider, who's a captain at Torrance; his daugher Reanna; plus George Verkamp
and his wife, Cathy; and my girlfriend, Melissa Quintana, a student worker for L.A. County Fire Department.
We needed all hands to wrangle the rigs we brought to the Great Earthquake & Fire Expo: an 1899 American
first size steam engine, a 1907 American LaFrance second size steam engine, and an 1888 Silsby “Village” size
steam engine. Each of them belong to CLAFMA or are on extended loan from our personal collection. We shipped
the rigs on Thursday via United Van Lines, courtesy of Dart Transportation. Most of our group drove the eight
hours or so north.
The San Francisco Fire Museum hosted us during the event. Jimmie Glynn, a retired Fresno firefighter, coordinated horses for the steam engines. He introduced us to Matt Connor from the Santa Clara Fire Department.
Jimmie brought three horses and Matt brought two. They were Percherons – so they were proper fire horses!
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Both men brought a substantial support staff with them; they were great, wonderful bunch of people. They were
the best part of the whole event. The crowds in San Francisco were great, too. They really enjoyed seeing the
horses with the fire engines. It made all our hard work over the years actually mean something. And I have to
admit, I needed that!
The parade route stretched from City Hall all the way to Fishermans Wharf. We hitched the horses up around
01:30, then drove them from pier 46 near SBC Park up hill to a staging area at Lattas fountain. We waited there
until 05:12, the exact moment of the 100-year anniversary, at which time we drove the teams past the fountain
in front of thousands of people. After that, we waited for another hour or so and then drove the team to city hall
to wait for the parade to begin. After the parade ended at Fisherman’s Wharf, we still had to drive the teams all
the way back to pier 46. Needless to say the horses were spent!
One final, important note: Our sponsors included Zoll, Selman Chevrolet, Dart Transportation, Randolph
Mantooth, and an anonymous donor. We certainly appreciate their generosity. – CLAFMA VP Paul Schneider

SAVE THE DATE! Thursday, March 29, 2007

Los Angeles County
Paramedic Training Institute
Class 200 Graduation
& Paramedic Reunion
Universal Studios Hollywood
Globe Theatre and Streets of the World
The time is right to celebrate all aspects of emergency medical
services delivery. This includes emergency medical technicians,
paramedics, MICNs, EMS staff, families, friends, and all others
who are involved in the delivery of emergency medical services
to our citizens in their time of need.
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A reunion for all paramedics who have been trained by our local
schools has been planned for March 29, 2007, and will begin after
the PTI Class 200 graduation ceremony. Families invited!
To register, please go to emsparamedicpride.org – reduced prices
if you sign up before March 1. To register by mail before March
1, please send a check payable to “CLAFMA 200th Class” along
with your name, address and daytime phone number to BASH c/o
CLAFMA, P.O. Box 954, Artesia CA 90702. Tickets are $40 per
person (ages 15 and up); ages 14 and under free until March 1.
Sponsored by the Los Angeles County Emergency Medical Services Agency
and the County of Los Angeles Fire Museum Association.
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L.A. County Board hails
museum for SF event help

W

hereas the County of Los Angeles Fire Museum Association
is comprised of more than 2,500 members whose mission
is “to promote and preserve historical fire apparatus, equipment, and artifacts in keeping with the fire service tradition for the
benefit of association members, the fire department, and for the education and enjoyment of the public at large,” the Museum Association has
more than 40 antique fire engines dating back to the 1860s, as well as
other historical artifacts that preserve the rich history and pide of the
Los Angeles County Fire Department.
Whereas in April 2006 the County of Los Angeles Fire Museum
Association was invited to participate in the 100th Anniversary of the
Great Earthquake and Fire in San Francisco in 1906. The five-day exposition was the largest of its kind and commemorated the disaster with
historical exhibits, safety and education displays, vintage fire equipment and demonstrations, and a parade.
Whereas during the Expo the County of Los Angeles Fire Museum
Association proudly represented the County of Los Angeles by providing three steam fire engines, horse teams and a support staff led by Los
Angeles County firefighters. These steam fire engines were the same
type of fire engine that responded to the San Francisco fire in 1906 and
added to the historical significange of the event.
Now therefore be it resolved that the Board of Supervisors of the
County of Los Angeles does hereby commend the County of Los Angeles Fire Museum Association for their participation in this historic event
and for their positive representation of the County of Los Angeles Fire
Department throughout the state. – July 25, 2006
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Jim’s dream

If you wish to donate by credit card,
email thirdalarm51@aol.com for information. For more options, visit the
CLAFMA Web site at www.clafma.org.
Thank you.
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From left: Chief P. Michael Freeman; Shirley Boucher; CLAFMA
board members Dave Boucher, Ken Jury, and Paul Schneider;
Melissa Quintana; County Supervisor Don Knabe; Reanna
Schneider; Torrance Capt. Howard Schneider; CLAFMA President
Joe Woyjeck; Deputy Fire Chief Michael Dyer. Photo by Erin Stibal.

Jim Page dreamed of a permanent
home for the museum. You can help.
The Page family has asked that donations be made to the County of Los
Angeles Fire Museum’s James O. Page
Memorial Building Fund. If you wish to
make a donation in his name, checks
can be mailed to:
County of Los Angeles Fire Museum
James O. Page Memorial Building Fund
PO Box 3325
Alhambra CA 91803
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Return Service Requested

Selman Chevrolet has agreed to sell or lease any new car* or truck at invoice price
to firefighters, EMTs, police officers and their families. With each car or truck sold,
Selman Chevrolet will donate $100 in your name to the County of Los Angeles Fire
Museum Association. Nearly 60 L.A. County firefighters and their families have purchased cars and trucks from Selman since the program started. Please call Selman
Fleet Manager Joe Gill at 714-458-4781 or just stop by for a test drive.
*Sorry, this offer does not apply to Corvettes.

