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2015 is over and a new year begins. We hope you all had a Merry Christmas and 
that the New Year is the best yet. 2015 will always be very special to me because 
last February my wife and I were blessed with a beautiful baby boy. Needless to 
say my life has changed a bit! Time is now the most elusive of all commodities 
and I am finding it very difficult to keep up with everything here at the Museum. 
I don’t like being away from my boy. He is growing so fast and changes so much 
in just a few days. Luckily he seems to like the museum and even picked up a 
wrench when my brother and I were working on an engine. Brought a tear to my 
eye. Yeah, he tried to eat the wrench but at least he picked one up! That’s a good 
sign as far as I’m concerned. 

Of course raising the kid at the museum may have unintended consequences. 
The boy may learn 1-8-4-3-6-5-7-2 instead of 1-2-3-4-5-6-7-8, since the first set of 
numbers is the firing order of a small block Chevy. Instead of learning his “ABCs” 
he may learn 1/16 - 1/8 - 3/16 - ¼ and 5/16. How will other kids understand him when he 
states he’d rather push a Crown than drive a Ward? I can see him nowshowing 
up to take his driver’s license test in a 1954 Mack. Fun times ahead for sure. 

Last year was busy for the museum as all years are. I can never remember all that 
we did. One of my New Year’s resolutions is to do a better job of documenting all 
that we do. We had another great Golf Tournament in March. In April we hosted 
a very special and courageous young man with the help of the Make a Wish 
Foundation. We held monthly open houses on the first Saturday of each month 
and a couple dozen special requests for tours. We attended Fire/EMS conferences 
in San Diego and Las Vegas. Some restoration work was accomplished, but not 
nearly enough as we had hoped. We have to get more done this year. Before we 
know it our Department’s centennial will be upon us and we really want to have 
engines from our beginning fully restored by then.  
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

January 7th, 2106 was a huge day for your Los Angeles County Fire museum. Finally after years of 
effort and amazing membership support your fire museum now owns a 10,000 square foot building 
on a 25,000 square foot lot in the city of Bellflower. This building will be our workshop and will 
support the new museum that is in the works which will also be in the city of Bellflower a block 
away.  Thank you all. We could not have done it without you!

CONTINUED ON PAGE  3

http://www.facebook.com/ LosAngelesCountyFireMuseum 
http://www.facebook.com/ LosAngelesCountyFireMuseum 
http://www.twitter.com/LACoFireMuseum
http://www.youtube.com/user/ LACoFireMuseum
http://www.youtube.com/user/ LACoFireMuseum


RANDOM SHOT
By Paul Schneider
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As firefighters we are always 
thinking up ways to work 
smarter not harder, get more 
bang for our buck, build a 
better mouse trap, etc, etc. Well 
back in “the day” things weren’t 
much different. Now I’ve had 
my fair share of “unique” ideas 
as so many of us have. But I 
really like the idea shown here 
in our Random Shot. This could 
be a few things I suppose; 

Maybe it’s Firefighter Chaing, 
from Station 16, flying his latest 
remote control helicopter? 

Maybe Engine 32 is filling the 
helo’s radiator? 

Or could it be that the 1954 
Crown has broken down and 
the little Bell is rigging a tow 
line? 

Anyone out there that has had 
to deploy hose lines in the 
brush areas of LA County can 
appreciate what may be going 

on here. It appears that Engine 32 and our early helicopter are experimenting with a novel way 
of saving the firefighters from having to hike up and down hills in stifling heat while carrying and 
deploying fire hose from back packs that seem to get heavier and heavier as I get older and older. 

If that is in fact what this image depicts, the idea never caught on and it may be a prime example 
of the notion that just because something seems like a great idea on paper doesn’t mean it is so 
in reality. Pretty cool image of two classic machines though. 

If any of you reading this can shed more information on this photo, or a great caption, please send 
your stories & captions to firewarden@lacountyfiremuseum.com. 

Please reference Random Shot 1/16.



ABOUT YOUR FIRE MUSEUM: 

The County of Los Angeles Fire Museum 

Association is a public benefit nonprofit 501(c)

(3) corporation, established in 1975 and 

incorporated in 1989. Acquisitions, restorations 

and operating funds are supported by monthly 

and annual membership dues paid by over 3,000 

active-duty Los Angeles County fire fighters, 

retirees, members of other fire departments, and 

the public.

The museum’s collection includes more than 60 

examples of historic apparatus, some dating back 

to the late 1800s, as well as hundreds of artifacts 

and thousands of photographs. The most 

popular vehicles in the collection are the original 

paramedic/rescue Squad 51 and the two Engine 

51s from the 1970s television show Emergency! 

The collection is currently housed in warehouse 

locations in South Gate and Bellflower, California.

The Museum Association is governed by a 

seven-member board of directors, nominated 

and elected by the membership every two 

years. All board members are non-compensated 

volunteers who provide the organization 

longevity in leadership and forward-thinking 

vision for the future. 

MUSEUM EXPERIENCES

Restoration work is our big goal for 
2016. Of course another big deal 
for us in 2016 is our new building 
project. On that front, there has been 
a delay but in this case the delay is a 
good thing. The City of Bellflower had 
been working with a contractor to 
develop a building with a projected 
cost of 7.5 million dollars. At the end 
of the day the City just wasn’t happy 
with what they could get within that 
budget so they went back to the 
drawing board, secured an additional 
2.1 million dollars and re-opened the 
bid process for prospective builders. 
That is where we are now. Bellflower 
is truly committed to this project, so 
the next few months should be very 
productive. The image on the right is a 
rendering of the North West corner of 
the new building. More to come soon!  

March 21st will be the 
next golf tournament 
hosted by the Fire 
Museum, so sign up, 
pay up, then come and 
have a great time (More 
info on this in this issue). 
Don’t forget that our 
open houses are the first 
Saturday of each month; 
unless there happens 
to be a holiday that 
day. Keep an eye on our 
website. Also remember 
that we make every 
effort to accommodate tour requests 
throughout the year, as we realize that 
our limited open house days don’t 
always work for everyone. 

Thanks again for another year of 

support, it truly means a lot to have so 
many of you supporting what we are 
doing.

Paul Schneider President  

Bierscheid Family

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE continued from page 1

Hello, 

I am writing to thank you for allowing my family and I to visit the Los Angeles County 
Fire Museum last week. It was great, and I especially want to thank (Director) Gil Garcia 
for giving us such an amazing tour. When I first emailed you about requesting a tour 
last month, I never expected we would be able to get in on a specific day on fairly short 
notice. I cannot express enough how grateful we are for allowing us to see the museum 
and all of the trucks. As my 7-year-old son said, “It was the greatest day of my life!“ His 
birthday was also last week, so it made the visit extra special. 

Gil did such a good job showing us the museum, explaining the history of the LA County 
Fire Department, and discussing future projects. His level of expertise and the personal 
touch was more than I ever could have hoped for. The best part was we not only got 
to see Squad 51 and Engine 51, but we learned so much more about the LA County 
Fire Department, the filming of “EMERGENCY!”, and the fire service in general. It was as 
educational as it was entertaining.

As a firefighter and lifelong “EMERGENCY!” 
fan, this was quite the experience. I look 
forward to returning with my family in the 
future to see your new museum facility after 
it is completed. I know that the museum was 
built out of hard work and dedication by 
your members, and to be able to share in the 
fruits of your labor is such a treat. Thank you 
for all you’ve done to preserve the history of 
the Los Angeles County Fire Department and 
the fire service. 

So thanks again for allowing us to visit and 
for giving us such a great experience. We 
appreciate it very much. 

Best regards, 

Mike, Ann, Evan, and Katie Bierscheid 
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From the Archives of 

Captain T. F. Schneider
Engine Company 14

Howard Fire Protection Disctrict

LA County Fire Department

Fire is often used to hide other crimes or destroy evidence of those crimes. As 
firefighters we always must be aware of this fact. Car thieves often torch the car 
once they have had their joy ride or have stripped the vehicle of desired parts. This 
is probably the most often use of fire to destroy evidence of a crime. Not much 
chance of lifting fingerprints or obtaining DNA samples from the  remains of a vehicle 
after it has thoroughly burned. Occasionally fire is used to destroy evidence of far 
more serious crimes such as murder. Murder victims have been found in burned 
out cars, dumpsters, vegetation and of course buildings. While going through my 
Grandfather’s Fire Reports from the 1920s, I came across a report where a house 
had been torched in an attempt to destroy evidence of a murder. I used Google 
Maps to look up the address of this murder scene and found that it no longer exists. 
The old house may have been torn down after the fire and never rebuilt. It appears 
that the lot was merged into the lot to the East. I have yet to discover any information 
as to the particulars of this crime. Was the murderer ever brought to justice? What 
was the motive? Who was the murderer? Who was the victim? So I thought it might 
be interesting to share this Fire Report written so many years ago and challenge any 
amateur sleuths to “investigate” this 81 year old murder mystery. 

There must be records of this event out there so get to work and send your findings 
to us at:    FireWarden@ lacountyfiremuseum.com

Comments by Paul Scneider
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Back in September 2011 the Fire Museum hosted “Contract Cities 
Night” with our Department at our current Bellflower location. 
Representatives from many of the cities that contract with our 
Department for fire protection attend this annual dinner meeting 
and we have hosted it a couple of times. We look forward to hosting 
future Contract Cities Nights in our future facility. 

In 2011 the Department brought out a brand new KME fire engine, 
so we took the opportunity to pose it with Engine 51. The image 
makes for an interesting comparison and shows what 37 years of 
technology can bring forth. I wonder if some knuckleheads will be 
restoring that KME forty years from now?



http://www.MESFire.com


In continuing our series on firehouse dogs of Los 
Angeles County we would like to introduce you 
to Al who was the much loved Dalmatian mascot 
of Engine 38 in the 1970s.  The following stories 
are from retirees that enjoyed AL’s company and 
friendship. 

From first hand experience I can attest to the 
value of having a dog at the station.  They 
simply improve everyone’s mood, morale and 
aid tremendously in de-stressing during long 
busy shifts.  Of course it helps if everyone at 
the station is on board with the idea of having 
a dog.  Now, unfortunately dogs are officially 
against Department policy due to the concerns 
over liability.  This policy is not popular, but 

understandable in today’s litigious environment.  

Having a station mascot came with responsibility.  
If you had a dog, you had better make sure it was 
under control and not a threat to the public in any 
way.   Station dogs did great work in protecting 
our stations and rigs and no doubt prevented 
theft.  A dog riding on our fire engine was really 
well received by the public, and every day people 
would stop and take pictures with us and want to 
pet the dog.  In a way, dogs helped open dialog 
with the public we serve and aided in fostering a 
great relationship. In my opinion the benefits far 
outweigh the liability. While dogs are no longer 
allowed, they have worked their way into our 
history; like “Big Al the Kiddies Pal” did. 

FIREHOUSE DOGS
By Paul Schneider &  Retired LA County Firefighters
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When I was a PM at 38’s (Bn 1 HQ) in 76-77, we had Big Al the Kiddie’s Pal, a beautiful Dalmatian who was 
our beloved station hound. By that time Engine 54 had become Engine 214 and would frequently have 
to move up to cover our area. Boot (Engine 54’s Dog and subject of a previous edition of the Fire Warden) 
didn’t like Al, but Al would always try to say hi only to be sent away with his tail between his legs. Al was 
really loved by everyone in the neighborhood, he was very good with the Junior Blind School children 
which was next door to the station. One day Al was in the middle of 54th Street doing what male dogs 
frequently do, when the local bus came around the corner and had to brake really hard to avoid him. It 
ended up hitting him from behind resulting in Al having an emergency castration (no broken bones). Al 
was a great friend to us all. Chuck Bender would reward Al in the evening with peanut butter on a saltine 
crammed to the roof of his mouth, and it provided Al with something to do for the next 45 minutes. Bruce 
Mitchell finally took him home, providing him a great life of retirement. I’m sure there are many other’s with 
fond Memories of Al.

Joe Romero

LACoFD 74-07

Attached are a couple of photos of Big Al taken at Station 38 about 1974. I am not sure when he arrived at Station 38. I was 
assigned as Engineer on Engine 38 on May 1, 1976. He was a pure bred AKC registered Dalmatian. He was given to the Fire 
Station because he was oversize to be entered into shows. For shows, they had to be 24” or less at the shoulders and weigh 
less than 50 lbs. He was 26” at the shoulders and weighed about 80 lbs.

Bob Wade parked his 280Z by the hose tower at Station 
38. Al decided for some reason to pee on Bob’s mag 
wheels. Bob made some cardboard covers for the 
wheels that he left inside the back door to the garage. 
He would pull in, park and grab the wheel covers. 
Problem was, Al was too fast for him and would pee on 
all 4 wheels before Bob could get the covers on. 

Al would ride standing up on the engine cover. His head 
would be right next to mine. He watched everything. 
He learned to watch how we positioned our hands on 
the steering wheel and would brace for turns before we 
even turned. If you happened to be getting his dinner 
ready when the bell went off, he would start running in 
circles behind the rig deciding whether to stay & eat or 
take a ride. The ride usually won. Al loved to sit at the 
end of the driveway and greet the kids going to and 
coming from the school across the street. All the kids 
loved to pet him. 

We had a neighbor that lived across the alley behind 
Station 38. He was a county employee and a ‘wanna be lawyer. He didn’t like Al. He went to then acting Fire Chief Ben 
Seymour who told us we had to get rid of Al. That’s when I took him home in late 1977. I would take him out to the front yard 
and he would just sit at the end of the driveway and watch people go by. Many people did double takes and would stop to 
see him. He was in his glory. We had Al at home for 4-5 years. He developed hip dysplasia and I finally had to have him put 
down. He was 13 years old.

Bruce Mitchell
LACOFD 68-98
Nuevo, CA USA

Years ago (1970’s) Fire Station 38 had a Dalmatian named Al. He was a 
pretty good dog. The problem was whenever Engine 214 moved up to 
cover 38’s, Boot would kick AL’s Butt. This happened all the time since 
38’s was on the first alarm for anything in Fire Station 7 and 8”s area. The 
guys at Fire Station 38 decided to have AL castrated to maybe make him 
less protective and engage in less fights with Boot. I was on Engine 58 
and we visited 38’s and saw on their board a “vote” to castrate AL. All the 
fireman had initialed under the “YES” column, and under the “NO” column 
someone had drawn a large paw print.

Pretty funny, huh?

Mike Sandeman
92016  |     LACountyFireMuseum.com
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DISCOVERY ON OAT MOUNTAIN
By Matt Winters

Exact Location of Oat Mountain Lookout Tower Discovered
Oat Mountain is the highest peak in the Santa Susana 
Mountains. It is situated between Chatsworth to the 
South and Stevenson Ranch to the North. With an 
elevation of 3750 feet, it was deemed to be an ideal 
spot for the first of many Los Angeles County Forestry 
Department lookout towers. The tower was erected in 
1923 at a cost of $650.00. In 1937, the old tower was 
replaced with a newer style structure, which remained 
in operation until its closure in the 1970’s. 

Over the years, the exact location of the Oat Mountain 
lookout tower was lost to time. But a recent site plan 
of the area obtained by your Fire Museum shows the 
exact location of the tower as well as the boundaries 
of the original Standard Oil Company property lease. 
As part of our nation’s cold war defenses, 16 NIKE 
missile installations were built in a ring around the 

Los Angeles area and manned by the US Army Air 
Defense Brigade. Missile site LA-88 was constructed 
in 1956 on the Chatsworth side of Oat Mountain, and 
the Integrated Fire Control (IFC) radar facility was built 
on the peak of Oat Mountain. 

The image of the site plan (page 19) shows the 
location of the lookout tower in relation to the 
IFC radar compound. Fortunately for us, the IFC 
compound still resides at the peak of Oat Mountain, 
thus giving us a reference to pinpoint the location of 
the Oat Mountain lookout tower. The crews of Missile 
site LA-88 and the crews of the Oat Mountain lookout 
tower worked side by side for 18 years protecting Los 
Angeles County until LA-88 was decommissioned in 
1974. The SMOG of the 1970’s called for the closure of 
all of our lookout towers due to limited visibility.

TOWER continued on page 19



In April of last year we were 
fortunate enough to be able 
to play a role in a “Make A 
Wish” event for a very special 
and courageous young boy. 
Noah Cohen is eight years old 
and has battled health issues 
more than most people will 
have to endure in a lifetime. 
Noah happens to be a major 
fan of the television show 
“EMERGENCY!” His wish was 
to come to California to see 
Engine and Squad 51. This is 
not the first time we’ve hosted 
a young child from Make A 
Wish. (See the Fire Warden 
Issue from Summer 2012). 
This request came through 
our Department’s PIO, and 
apparently they got the 
request through Los Angeles 
City Fire Department’s PIO. 
Apparently the folks at Make 
A Wish contacted LAFD not 
knowing that there are LA 
City AND LA County Fire 
Departments. 

This worked out w e l l 
though since the 
LAFD stepped up 
in a major way and 
treated Noah to two 
days of activities t h a t 
included airport crash trucks, 
harbor fireboats, fire academy, honorary 
LAFD firefighter status and even a little 
firefighting! LAPD also hosted Noah as did 
the LA County Sheriff. 

The Museum Team wanted to make sure 
our special guest went home with a lasting 
memory of his visit with us. We asked our 

Department for the use of Fire 
Station 127, which doubled 

as “Station 51” in “EMERGENCY!” Our own 
PIO helped make everything happen and 
coordinated with local news stations. The 
crew at 127’s was gracious with our request 
as well and assisted us with our plans. We 
drove both engines used as Engine 51 
and Squad 51 to 127’s and parked them 
in the station. We elected to put the 1973 
Ward LaFrance up front next to Squad 51 
and parked the 1965 Crown behind the 
Ward.  Steve Cookus had various units 

from Battalion 7 join us 
to greet our guest. 

The crews lined 
up in front of 
the station office 

and we closed 
the apparatus 
bay door and 
waited for Noah 
to arrive. The 
stage was set.

Noah had no 
idea what 

awaited him as he left the LA Harbor area 
where the LA City Fire Department had 
treated Noah to a ride on a fireboat. He 
and his parents were in a limousine. As 
they made the Eastbound turn onto 223rd 
Street and drove past the station to make a 
U-Turn to park in front of the station, Noah 
looked out of the window and shouted to 
his parents; “there’s Station 51!!” Seeing this 
young boy’s smile as he emerged from the 
car was awesome. He was at “Station 51” 
and he was so happy. 

We had so much more in store for him. 
Noah was introduced to the firefighters 
lined up to receive him as he walked 
through the ranks and shook everyone’s 
hands. He stood at the end of the apron 
on the sidewalk facing the fire station. He 
was all set; we opened the bay door. As the 
door opened Engine and Squad 51 slowly 
came into view. With red lights aglow, right 
there before young Noah’s eyes were two 
of the “stars” from his favorite TV show. 

Moments like these make all the work 
we do at the museum so worth it! I asked 
Noah if he wanted to go check out the 
rigs, and you can imagine his response. 
Before we knew it he had the biocom out 
and was contacting “Rampart”, then he 
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NOAH COHEN OUR COOL KID
By Paul Schneider

All photos by: GIL GARCIA



was putting the paddles to his Dad’s chest 
as the volunteer patient. The kid was so 
excited. He didn’t know which way to look 
and what to explore next. Suddenly the 
beebop of the old County Fire dispatch 
tones interrupted the event and dispatcher 
“Action” Jackson dispatched Engine and 
Squad 51 with a first alarm response to a 
refinery fire. “Lets go Noah! We got a run!” 

Noah jumped into the passenger seat of 
Squad 51, put on his authentic MSA “51” 
helmet that just happened to be waiting 
for him and off we went! I had the honor of 
driving Squad 51 with our new firefighter 
on this “response”. With red lights on and 
siren whaling we “responded” East on 
223rd down to Alameda. I never saw a kid 
with such a big smile on his face. 

We take so much for granted in our lives, 
being a firefighter, riding and responding 
on fire engines, restoring and driving 
famous old Paramedic Squads and Fire 

Engines, not to mention going through 
life without major medical problems. How 
many times have I cringed at having to go 
out on yet another response and here I am 
looking at a kid that has dreamed of doing 
what I take for granted. 

At Alameda we turned around and returned 
to the station. While backing in I asked 
Noah if he might, just maybe, be interested 
in going out again but this time on Engine 
51. Yeah, he was! So we loaded Noah and 
his family on Engine 51. Firefighter Pete 
Martinez gave them all a ride down to 
Alameda Street and back. Pete accidentally 
stepped on the siren a few times and I think 
Noah’s Dad must have inadvertently hit the 
air horn a few times. Upon returning to the 
station, Pete drove the Ward to the back 
and we put everyone on the 1965 Crown. 

This engine was actually LA County Engine 
60 at Universal Studios and was used as 
“Engine 51” in the first two seasons of 
“Emergency!”. With only 20,000 original 
miles on the odometer the Crown is a 
pleasure to drive. The gasoline powered 
Hall Scott engine has plenty of power and 
a great sound. Being an open cab makes 
it all just that much cooler. I drove the 

Crown with Noah and 
his family aboard and we 
repeated the earlier rides. 
The whole family was 
grinning ear to ear. I was 
grinning ear to ear too. 

Upon returning to 
“Station 51”, presentations 
and gifts were given and 
Cohen was invited to sit 
at the kitchen table and 
have some “coffee” with 
the boys.Chief Cookus, 
the crew of 127s, and 
the rest of the Battalion 
& guys really did a great 
job welcoming Noah and 

his family, as did our Union. 
We even played cards to see 
who would do the dishes. 
Even though everyone 
cheated, Noah won the 
hand and kicked the trash 
can on the way out! It was 
time for Noah to go fight 
some fire out back. 

Engine 51’s 1973 Ward 
LaFrance was waiting and 
a small training fire was 
set. Noah donned a1970s 

period correct turn out coat and helmet 
then“pulled a line” off of Engine 51 and 
went to work. The kid is a natural. The fire 
was knocked down in no time. 

All too soon our time with this great kid 
drew to a close and Noah was off to his 

next adventure, this time with LA County 
Sheriff. All involved in this event were truly 
touched by our time with Noah and his 
family. He brought as many smiles to us as 
we brought to him, maybe even more. 

I would like to thank everyone involved for 
doing whatever it took to make this special 
day happen. Joe Woyjeck, Gil Garcia, Pete 
Martinez and I were all so fortunate to have 
been able to meet Noah and his family that 
day. Of course special days like this would 
never be possible without your support as 
well! 

Noah Cohen and Engineer Chris Reade



HISTORY IT’S WHAT WE DO
By Paul Schneider

For the Los Angeles County Fire Museum, history is our business. 
The history of our great profession, our great department, and all the 
people that made all that history are all reasons for our being. Every 
day we strive to preserve our collective history and share it with the 
world. We have been at it for quite sometime. Much like our own 
department’s history, it is difficult to determine exactly when the 
Museum actually became the Museum. 

During the 1970s a successful effort was undertaken to secure the small space at our Department’s training center to house the fledgling 
Fire Museum. I consider that period to be the beginning of the LA County Fire Museum. Fortunately, efforts to preserve our Department’s 
history go back as far as the 1930s. Various Department historians have dedicated time and energy to preserve “Our” story such as our 
own Dave Boucher. And while folks like Dave have tirelessly carried the torch and kept the books on that great history, we sometimes 
need to remind ourselves that our museum has a pretty long history and that history our is worthy of preservation. 

Photos by: ST. AMANT

Thinking about the history of the Museum reminded 
me that January 2016 is the 21 year anniversary of the 
Museum renting a 10,000 square foot warehouse in 

South Gate. That space grew to 14,000 SF a few years later. 
Twenty one years! Most of you reading this have never visited 
our old nondescript building nestled amongst the warehouses 
of the General Veneer complex. If you are among those who 

have visited this facility, you probably left quite impressed. Not 
many 14,000 square foot buildings are packed wall to wall with 
fire engines and ladder trucks, Mixed in with the vintage rolling 
stock are ladders, spare engines, wheels, tires, steam engine 
boilers, fenders, lights, and on and on. Over one hundred and 
twenty seven years of firefighting history covered in thick layers 
of “protective dust”. See more about this facility on page 21.
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Jim Page, second from the right

working the crowd at a 

Museum open house in 2004

Photo: Fire Warden: Winter 2004

Images on page 20:
The poem from an anonymous author was found on a small, folded piece of paper in Jim’s wallet at the time of his death. 
Main image: James O. Page in the lovingly restored Rescue 11
From the right: Jim at age 21 in Rescue 11; on the job in 1963; more on the job; on scene as battalion chief in 1970; and on location with 
EMERGENCY! producer Jack Webb in 1971. Photos courtesy of the Page family and Jems. Reprinted from our Winter 2004 Fire Warden
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The Fire Museum’s own history, like that of our Department’s 
needs to be saved. Many of us on the current Board of Directors 

have been involved with the Museum for well over 25 years so we 
have intimate knowledge of our history during that time period. 

What we need now is for those of you out there that were involved 
in the Museum in the 1970s and 1980s to reach out to us with your 
stories, photos and experiences from those years. Who were those 
involved in the creation of our Museum? Where are they now?

We also need the history of pieces in our collection like Engine 1/3rd, the 1927 Chevy “Chief’s” car and the 1923 Model TT that was once 
known as Engine ½. We have bits and pieces of their history and are looking to fill in the missing information. Here are some photos of 
them and information on what we know.

What we know now is that the 1923 Model TT was once owned by Fireman Danny Flemming and that it had once been used by the 
Lake Tahoe Fire Department. We need information about this rig following Fireman Flemming’s possession, up to the point where Fire 
Mechanic Andy Anderson restored it. 

HISTORY continued on page 24

The TT as is sits today waiting 
for us to install the new gas 
tank.

Photo: St. Amant

Below Left:
Image from the rear was taken 
in 2014 after Paul and his 
Nephew Kris loaded the bed 
with 2½ inch fire hose.

Photo: Schneider

Below Right:
Beautiful details of the TT, 
painstakingly polished. 

Photo: St. Amant



Photo: Kathy St. Amant

By Paul Schneider

http://www.FireMuseumGolfTourney.com
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1923 FORD MODEL TT
From our Website

The TT designation was for a heavier duty chassis, such as 
a truck chassis. The Ford ModelTT we have is similar to the 
1915, but it has two chemical tanks. The fireman could switch 
tanks when the first tank was empty to continue fighting 
the fire as the other tank was being refilled with water. This 
model also carried 2.5” cotton jacketed hose which could be 
charged with water by either a fire hydrant or a pumper. 

This1923 Ford Model TT was turned into a fire engine by the 
American LaFrance Fire Engine Company. This apparatus was 
in service in the Lake Tahoe Fire Dept. When it was retired 
from the department, it somehow ended up at a used car 
dealership in Glendale, CA in 1948. It was found there by 
a LA County Firefighter named Dan Fleming. Dan Fleming 
bought this fire engine for $100 and used it for various 
functions around the Department. He ended up either 
selling it, or donating it to the Fire Department around 1950. 

Ever since then, this fire engine has been owned by the 
Los Angeles County Fire Department and used at various 
functions and parades throughout the years. In the late 
1980s, one of our Fire Department mechanics, by the name 
of Andy Anderson, volunteered to restore this fire engine. He 
took it home, took it completely apart, and did a “frame off 
restoration”. The vehicle is still in the excellent condition left 

by Andy Anderson. 

We are very proud to have it in our collection. We are also very 
thankful to Andy Anderson and all the time he donated. We 
dedicate the vehicle to Danny Fleming and Andy Anderson 
for his work. 

May 2010 Comment by Los Angeles County Fire Museum 
President, Paul Schneider: 

I actually had the opportunity to meet Danny Fleming 
at one of the Museum’s open houses about a year ago. 
Danny Flemming was a really interesting man. He came 
on our job in the mid-1940s. He was one of the last 
firemen in the Los Angeles County Fire Department to 
be trained as a horse patrolman as well as a motorcycle 
patrolman. So, he used to ride the old Harley Davidson 
motorcycles that patrolled our motorways up in the 
forestry area, as well as using horses for the same 
purpose. Danny Fleming died about 4 months ago. So, 
we were very fortunate to have the opportunity to talk 
to him and write down the history of some of his career 
and get a picture of him with his old fire engine, the 
engine that still exists in LA County Fire Department’s 
inventory because of Dan Flemming’s generosity.
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http://www.BayAlarm.com


E51 con’t on Page 36

TOWER continued from page 11
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We are so excited 
about the future 
of the Museum 
right now that we 
nearly overlooked a 
significant anniversary 
related to our 
organization’s past. 
On January 1st 1995 
we were handed the 
keys to our first large 
facility. I will never 
forget that day as it 
was the realization 
of dreams shared by 
so many people that 
had worked so hard 
to breathe life into our 
fledgling museum. 
While dirty and in 
need of some framing 
and drywall work, the 
10,000 foot warehouse nestled amongst 
the sprawling General Veneering complex 
in Southgate was to us a chance to build 
something great. Now here we are twenty 
one years later and that space is still home 
to so much of our history. 

We owe a debt of gratitude to Mr. Bill DeWitt, 
owner of the building, and his entire family 
for “hosting” us for so long. I say “hosting” 
because from day one 
they have only charged us 
a little more than 10 cents 
per square foot and have 
never raised our rent. It 
is with no exaggeration 
that I say that if not for Bill 
DeWitt the Fire Museum 
would not be what it is 
today. Before renting his 
warehouse, the Museum 
team spoke constantly of 
our need for a building. All 
of our plans for the future 
depended on putting a 
roof over our heads. Mike 
Dingillo, now a Captain 
on Truck 164, had spoken 
to Bill DeWitt about our 
fledgling organization and our need for 
a large warehouse. Mr. DeWitt told Mike 
that he might be able to help us out. A few 
months later an agreement was made with 
Mr. Dewitt and we finally had a facility large 
enough to house our entire collection. 

Having a facility to store, restore and display 
our collection allowed us to showcase our 
developing plan for a future Museum. It was 
at an open house in South Gate that the 
City of Bellflower representatives first met 

with us and they were impressed enough 
to invite us to their city. Our South Gate 
facility enabled us to bring our collection 
of fire engines together under one roof 
and get those vehicles out of the many 
fire stations and storage yards where they 
were previously being stored. Back then we 
had around fifteen fire engines. Now that 
we had so much space, it was irresistible 
to collect a few more vintage fire engines. 

OK, so maybe we got a bit carried away. We 
now house more than sixty fire engines and 
ladder trucks. 

Seems like yesterday when we first toured 
our new home. It needed a lot of work and 
Bill DeWitt sent his crew in to clean and 
paint the interior. We assembled a crew 
of volunteers to strip one wall of its metal 
cladding and replace that with drywall. We 
also built a few walls to close off openings 
that led to adjoining spaces not being 

rented by us. Once done 
with our alterations and 
improvements the space 
looked pretty good. I 
never thought we would 
ever fill all that area up, 
but we sure did. 

Until 2008, we performed 
all of our restoration 
work in this building. 
Joe Woyjeck and the 
crew at 31’s built custom 
work benches, and 
Camp 8 brought down 
bowling alley lanes to 
use for the bench tops. 
Those benches are still 
there and are still being 
used. My brother and I 
spent countless hours 
in this building doing 

restoration work. His kids would roller skate 
and play hide and seek. Even our Mom 
came down to play with the kids while we 
turned wrenches. Lots of great memories 
and great work came out of this humble old 
dirty building. 

And speaking of dirt, I truly believe that dirt 
is created in our building and then makes 
its way out to the rest of the world. Seems 

no matter how many times 
we wipe the rigs down and 
sweep the place out, within 
a week or two it looks like 
we have been errant in our 
duties to keep the place 
clean. Many times we took 
“hobo” showers out front 
with a garden hose before 
going home. The next day 
I’d have what I call the 
Southgate hangover from 
all the dust. 

Regardless of the dust and 
dirt, I still enjoy working 
in our Southgate building. 
It has become a bit of a 
hide away. There is always 

plenty to do. Most of the work done now 
is maintenance of the vehicles we have 
stored there. We have acquired rigs from the 
Department that we basically just store and 
maintain. Hopefully the next generation of 
Museum personnel will appreciate all that 
we have preserved. 

So thank you again Mr. Bill Dewitt and 
family! We owe you all more than we’d ever 
be able to repay. If not for you, the Museum 
we know now simply would not be.

South Gate in 1995
Collection Photo

South Gate Today
Photo: ST. AMANT
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South Gate in 1995
Collection Photo

For fire departments that 

provide EMS, 8 out of 10 

calls are for medical care.  
To be a leader in today’s 

fire service, you need 

to be a leader in the 

delivery of EMS. Join us 

at EMS World Expo and 

get up-to-speed on the 

latest trends, education 

and the skills you need 

to meet the challenges 

of an ever-changing 

fire service role in EMS 

response. 

The Largest EMS Conference and Trade Show in North America

#EMSWorldExpoLearn more at EMSWorldExpo.com

Are you ready? Learn how to develop a successful mobile integrated healthcare/community paramedicine program in your community with our MIH-CP track. Ideal for paramedics, fire chiefs and administrators. 

http://EMSWorldExpo.com
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As we celebrate the purchase of our Bellflower Building, the Museum Team would like to thank our Active 
and Retired LACo Firefighers who donate monthly along with these sponsors of our Golf Charity Events. 
Because of your consideration, we can preserve our photo collection and and share the photos with you.  
This collection photo is of our Ford Model TT circa 1960’s.
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HISTORY continued form page 15

These photos from our collection show 
the guys goofing off with the equipment.  

All of these images are of our  
1923 Ford Model TT.

Clockwise from top right: The image with the billboard for the “Fireman’s Ball” in 
the background was taken in May 1958.  

The image with the three firemen with the Model TT may also be from 1958.  
The “Circus” image below is circa 1950’s.      

Paul Schneider: “I believe the image with the guys 
dressed as old firemen was taken in 1958.”  

Truck 23 in the background.
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Engine 1/3rd has always been wildly popular and has been restored numerous times since being built. 
As we understand it was built in 1959 or 1960. We could use info on who built it. Who restored it?

Photos: ST. AMANT

Retired Battalion Cief Danny Dingillo behind the TT’s siren, with crew in 1965 
Collection Photo

Any info on these three apparatus, or any others in the collection, would be greatly appreciated and will help us tell the story 
of our great organization. Also, anyone out there that can help us document the history of our museum please reach out to us.  
FireWarden@LACountyFireMuseum.com
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The Chevy “Chief’s Car” 

We think the 1927 Chevy “Chief’s” car was 
originally the Lake Tahoe Police Chief’s car and 
was handed down to the Lake Tahoe Fire Chief. 
We really don’t know if that info is correct and we 

are trying to find out how the Chevrolet made 
it to our Department. It’s been around the LACo 
Fire Department since the late 1940s or early 
1950s. Collection photo below: date unknown.

Waiting for Restoration

Photos: SCHNEIDER
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TREASURES Found At South Gate
Photos by Kathy St. Amant
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With all of the work we have planned for 2016, including the 
groundbreaking of our new facility, the Museum Team is 
always researching ways to raise funds so we can complete our work. We have been a member of the Ralph’s 
Community Contribution Program for a few years now. For the Museum to receive funds from Ralphs, we 
need you to sign up EACH YEAR and choose us as your charity of choice. Please take a moment and register 
your Ralph’s card to the Los Angeles County Fire Museum and swipe it every time you shop. It will only take a 
moment, won’t cost you anything, and it will provide funds to the Museum. Every dollar matters!

IF YOU HAVE NOT REGISTERED YOUR REWARDS CARD ONLINE

NOTE: Ralphs hasa secured website, these procedures apply to everyone who has not entered their 
email address and assigned a password.

1. Log in to www.ralphs.com

2. Click on ‘Create an Account’

3. Follow the 5 easy steps to create an online account

4. You will be instructed to go to your email inbox to confirm your account

5. After you confirm your online account by clicking on the link in your email, return to

www.ralphs.com and click on ‘my account’ (you may have to sign in again first).

6. View all your information and edit as necessary

7. Link your card to the Los Angeles County Fire Museum  by clicking on:

a. Community Rewards

b. Edit my community contribution and follow the instructions

c. Remember to click on the circle to the left of Los Angeles County Fire Museum’s name

IF YOU HAVE ALREADY REGISTERED YOUR REWARDS CARD ON-LINE

(This means that you have already entered your email address and assigned yourself a password)

1. Log in to www.ralphs.com

2. Click Sign In

3. Enter your email address and password

4. Click on ‘My Account’ (In the top right hand corner)

5. View all your information and edit as necessary

6. Link your card to the Los Angeles County Fire Museum by clicking on:

a. Community Rewards

b. Edit my community contribution and follow the instructions

c. Remember to click on the circle to the left of Los Angeles County Fire Museum’s name

THEN DON’T FORGET TO SWIPE YOUR CARD OR ENTER YOUR PHONE NUMBER EACH TIME!

http://www.ralphs.com
http://www.ralphs.com


It is beautiful, isn’t it? 
The Engine 31 “Forker” fire helmet pictured above was 
luckily spotted on eBay and purchased by the Museum.  
We came very close to losing this amazing early artifact 
from our great Department’s history.  When items like 
these present themselves it is vital that we have the 
funding to be able to acquire, preserve and share these 
tangible links to our past.  Your support makes this all 
possible.  Your estate planning today can play a huge role 
in the preservation of your County of Los Angeles Fire 
Department’s rich history.

TO MAKE YOUR BEQUEST to the County of Los Angeles Fire 
Museum Association, please use the following language: 

“To the County of Los Angeles Fire Museum Association in 
Bellflower, CA, I give ___________% of my estate.”   Or you can 
name a fixed dollar amount.

CONTACT US:

Phone: 562-925-0234

Email: Info@LACountyFireMuseum.com

Web: www.LACountyFireMuseum.com/Donate.html

The County of Los Angeles Fire Museum Association is a 501(c)(3), tax-exempt organization. 

Preserving The History of the
Los Angeles County Fire Department

Nobody wants to think about their own end but we all know it is 
inevitable.  I love the Woody Allen quote; “I’m not afraid of dying 
I just don’t want to be there when it happens”.  Classic.  As a non-
profit organization we look at all means of funding and support 
and it has been recommended to us numerous times to appeal 
to our members to remember us in their estate planning.  Not 
my favorite topic but it is one we need to consider.  We do good 
work at the Museum, and our mission is a solid one.  Those of us 
lucky enough to be LA County Firefighters have a legacy worthy 
of remembrance and worthy of commitment. Maybe it is not 
such a bad idea after all.

Recently we received a call from one of our many loyal and 
dedicated supporters.  He wanted to know if he could write 
the Museum into his will, as he wanted to bequest $25,000 to 
our efforts.  We were really impressed and humbled that this 
individual who is not an LA County Firefighter thinks so highly 
of the Museum that he would do such a thing.  A few years 
ago Chief James (Jim) Turner left us $5000 in his will and he 
had also, before his passing, donated the 1915 Model T Chief’s 
buggy he had lovingly restored.  We have also received verbal 
commitments from a couple of other LACoFD retirees that they 
would remember the Museum in their wills.  

Now we really hope all of these generous folks are around for a 
very long time, but it sure is quite a compliment to us that they 
feel we have created an organization worthy of such support.  
So to those of you who have already done so, THANK YOU!!  To 
those of you who have not yet considered the Museum for such 
giving, please do so.   There are even tax benefits that you can 
enjoy right now for supporting non-profits, like the Museum, in 

YES! Please send me information on 
how to include the County of Los 
Angeles Fire Museum Association in my 
will!

FYI - I have already included the 
County of Los Angeles Fire Museum 
Association in my will.
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Mail to:   County of Los Angeles Fire Museum

mailto:Info%40LACountyFireMuseum.com?subject=Planned%20Gift%20Information
http://www.lacountyfiremuseum.com/Donate.html
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