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KEN JURY our “TREASURER FOR LIFE”
Writing these newsletters has been quite a challenge. I really have a new
appreciation for those who write for a living. At the same time it has been
an enjoyable experience having a medium at my disposal with which I
can share stories from the fire service and the history of our Department. I
can only assume that those employed as writers have at least some desire
to share their point of view or inspire their readers. I assume this only
because I hope to do those things. As firefighters we are blessed to have
such a well respected job and as such we have a collective responsibility
to uphold a high standard for our profession. There are plenty of times
that I have to remind myself of this responsibility. Especially after
midnight, when I just want to stay wrapped up in my blankets instead of
responding to yet another call!
I have been very fortunate to have met some really great people during
my career. One such person was Ken Jury who has been our Museum
treasurer since the early 1990s. Ken was one of those people that just
gave and gave and gave. He gave of himself to his country while serving
in the Navy, he gave of himself as firefighter on our Department, he gave
of himself as a Christian at his Church, he gave of himself as an Elk at the
Elk’s Lodge, he gave of himself as a Husband and as a Father at home and
he gave of himself as a friend everywhere. Ken answered his last alarm
Friday June 7th at 1420 hours. We lost our “treasurer for life”, we lost our
friend. God Bless you Ken and thank you for inspiring us!
Paul Schneider
President
Los Angeles County Fire Museum

Many thanks to L.A. Rescue for their generous
sponsorship of the L.A. County Fire Museum
Granite Mountain Hotshot Memorial Logo.

ERRATA:
Issue - Spring 2013, Page 8 photo caption
should read 1991 not 1992: “In 1991 Jimmie
died in the line of duty during a building fire” .
Also the photo came from Mike Dingillo.

Cover photo by: Kathy St. Amant

© 2014 Los Angeles County Fire Museum. This material may not be reproduced without the express permission of the publisher.

RANDOM SHOT
By Paul Schneider

In the photo above we have Engine
208, a 1938 Seagrave with the famous
“sweetheart” grill. Formerly Engine 8,
this fine looking engine was reassigned
as Engine 208 in 1954 or early 1955
when Engine 8 received their 1954
Crown Firecoach. Old Engine 208 was a
1930 Seagrave, which I believe had been
Engine 24 in Walnut Park. It was probably
sent off to retirement at Pacoima then to a
scrap yard to be unceremoniously hacked
to bits, melted down and
used to make only God
knows what.

Hopefully one of you can help us date
the photo, identify the engineer and add
some more information about the fire
engine and Station 8 in that time period.
Send your information to FireWarden@
LACountyFireMuseum.com
The monitor and platform were both
taken from the old Engine 208. While the
engineer looks a bit slovenly, his stead
looks beautiful. As a Captain I could

This image captured
my attention because
of the beauty of the fire
engine and the obvious
pride of its “owner”. The
license plate helps date
this image since that
plate was introduced
in 1956 and was used
through 1962.
I’m
guessing the photo was
shot around 1957 or so.

overlook dirty pants, screwy gig line and
well worn dungarees of an engineer that
kept his fire engine in such beautiful
condition. I have little doubt that this man
was as good at operating the Seagrave
as he was in keeping it looking so sharp.
Years after this image was taken, and I’m
talking 35 years or so later, I worked an
overtime at Station 8. I remember being
so impressed by the two engines and
truck that were there. Engine 208 was
particularly beautiful to
me. It was a 2000 GPM
1965 Crown affectionately
known as the Hog. It was
every bit as shiny as the
1938 Seagrave pictured
above. It would appear
that Station 8 has a long
history of taking excellent
care of the apparatus
assigned there. Engineer
Lothar Zindric is one
name of recent history
that I know took amazing
care of his fire apparatus.
A great tradition to foster.

Here is the 1954 Crown Firecoach that became Engine 8 in 1954 or 1955.
This engine replaced the 1938 Seagrave that would become Engine 208.
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The first Engine 208 was this 1929 Seagrave.

RESTORATION REPORT
ABOUT YOUR FIRE MUSEUM:
The County of Los Angeles Fire Museum
Association is a public benefit nonprofit 501(c)
(3)

corporation,

established

in

1975

and

incorporated in 1989. Acquisitions, restorations
and operating funds are supported by monthly
and annual membership dues paid by over 3,000

ü1930 Mooreland Painted!

active-duty Los Angeles County fire fighters,
retirees, members of other fire departments, and
the public.
The museum’s collection includes more than 60

Top Photo taken November 2, 2013
Bottom Photo taken July 17, 2012

examples of historic apparatus, some dating back
to the late 1800s, as well as hundreds of artifacts
and thousands of photographs. The most
popular vehicles in the collection are the original
paramedic/rescue Squad 51 and the two Engine
51s from the 1970s television show Emergency!
The collection is currently housed in warehouse
locations in South Gate and Bellflower, California.

BUY Museum photos:
www.LACoFireMuseum.com

SQUAD 51 IN LAS VEGAS
By Paul Schneider

PHOTO BY: Paul Schneider

SQUAD 51 & EMS World Expo Conference in Las Vegas
On September 8th we loaded Squad 51 onto our trailer
and set a course for the glitz and glamour of Las Vegas. Joe
Woyjeck, Thom Dutton and I braved the desert heat for the
good of our beloved museum. We were off to the Las Vegas
Convention Center and “EMS World Expo 2013”. We first
went to Henderson Fire Station 1 where we unloaded
the famous Squad and stored our trailer. I got
the honor of driving Squad 51 from there
to the Convention Center. Thom and Joe
sure looked comfy in the Museum’s
2008 Chevy Silverado. Did I mention
the Chevy has air conditioning?
We got Squad 51 safely parked
inside the convention center, and
since it was not easy for Joe to be
away from his family at all during this
time, he flew home until the start of
the convention on Tuesday morning at
11AM. Thom flew home the next day after
successfully chaperoning me. He was relieved
of this task by our Membership Chariman, Paul “OP”
Oyler, who flew in before Thom left. The following morning
Joe returned and we all made our way to the Convention
6
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Center to set up before the doors opened to the public.
So, why did we take Squad 51 to Vegas? Trade shows
are events that we like to attend for a few reasons. We
are able to network with industry reps at these events
and have been successful in fostering relationships
that have greatly benefitted the museum. We
had the added incentive for this show of
having a booth provided at no cost and
the event organizers actually paid
us $1000 for being there. On top of
that our good friends at Valvoline,
be sure to buy Valvoline’s great
products please, sponsored our
presence at the show and paid
the Museum an additional $6000.
At this event we also teamed up
with Randolph Mantooth, aka the TV
show “EMERGENCY!’s Johnny Gage, and
we sold T-shirts, photographs, patches and
other small items. Former Museum Director Nancy
McFarland, who now works with Mr. Mantooth, organized
all the sales items and showed us how to get the job done.

Randy autographed the items that we sold and helped us
move lots of product. Randy and Nancy were able to stay
for the first two days of the three day event. Our booth was
very busy while Randy was there. It is amazing how many
people told us that “EMERGENCY!” was the reason for them
getting into the fire
service or becoming
an EMT or Paramedic.
Mr. Mantooth is an
avid supporter of
our Museum, the Los
Angeles County Fire
Department and Fire
Based EMS. If you
ever get a chance to
meet him and shake
his hand don’t forget
to tell him “Thank you”,
because he does so
much to support us all.
Thursday was a short
day and the last day
of the convention.
The items we sold
added an additional

$5000 to the Museum’s coffers. So all told, the trip was
well worth the trouble. We also made some important
new contacts that will hopefully lead to more support.
By 1PM we had the Squad loaded back on the trailer and
were ready to head
home. Joe took a
plane and returned to
his family as OP and I
put Vegas in our rear
view mirror. We did
not head straight for
home though.
We
wanted to go see a
friend and former
Los Angeles County
Fire Captain. So, we
headed to Pahrump,
Nevada and Retired
Fire Captain Bernard
Dickey’s home. Read
about that part of the
trip and “meet” Captain
Bernard Dickey in the
article starting on
page 8 in this issue
of the Fire Warden.

la

FF STORIES BERNARD DICKEY
By Paul Schneider

PHOTO USS Bairoko: http://www.navsource.org

B

ack in early June of this year Joe
Woyjeck and I took part in the
annual “Golf Geek” golf tournament
put on by retirees Bob Evans and Pat
Sullivan. The tournament is held in
Mesquite Nevada. Joe and I
decided to drive there so we
could stop on the way home
and meet a retiree that had sent
us a letter in response to an
article he had read in one of our
Fire Wardens.
This retiree is 92 years old and
was on our job from 1947 to
1974. He wanted to give us an
early LACoFD fire helmet that
had been given to him by an
Engineer at old 21’s. The helmet
was a “Forker” which are highly
prized today. He also had
photographs that he wanted us
to see. So after the golf tournament
was over Joe and I drove to see our
new friend, Bernard Dickey.
Bernard lives in Pahrump Nevada with
his trusty Hungarian Pointer named

Photo from Museum Archives:
Information written in pencil on the back.
Engine 13 is on the left.
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Vizsla. . His wife passed away seven years
ago and Bernard sure misses her. Bernard
has some trouble hearing but we were
able to enjoy some good conversation.
It was really interesting and fun learning

USS Bairoko Underway

about Bernard’s history in the Navy during
WWII and his career with our Department.
During the war he was assigned to Naval
Air Station Coronado where he repaired
aircraft. In June of 1945 he was assigned

to a small aircraft carrier. Bernard
wanted to do his part in the combat
zone and was happy when he was
assigned to the USS Bairoko. The war
in the Pacific would end in August
but those few short months
left their impression. Bernard
stayed in contact with many
of his shipmates following the
war. One of the many pictures
on the wall in his den is of his
ships company during the war
and one photo of many of his
company from a reunion.
Following the war Bernard
joined his older brother
Melvin on the LA County
Fire Department being hired
on June 27, 1947. His first
assignment was old Staion 41
on Wilmington Ave. He also
worked at old 7’s, and he relayed how
they had two 1924 American LaFrance
chain drive engines there and that
the Captain was a “slave driver”. The
second engine housed at 7’s was old
Engine 8, and while assigned to 7’s it

FIRE - Superior Honey, Maywood Plant - LA County Area,
Friday April 9, 11:15PM
Ladder Co. from L.A. County 27 arrives for duty
Signal Photo by [stamped on] PHOTOGRAPHY W.R. BARNETT Huntington Park, California
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PHOTOS: Joe Woyjeck and Paul Schneider

was known as Engine 48. Apparently
old Station 8 did not have room for
the reserve engine. Chain drive
fire engines require removal of the
drive chains for a thorough cleaning
and degreasing followed by lubing
with “Beez wax” before reinstalling.
This was done often and was not a
pleasant task.
A few years later he was promoted
to Engineer and “suitcased” on
Engines 14, 54, 16, 24 and 9.
“Suitcase” referred to your not
having a permanent assignment.
You had no locker so you carried
all of your personal items with you
wherever you went. When Bernard
worked on Engines 14 and 54 he
often worked with my Grandfather,
as both engines were housed at
Station 14 until a Station 54 was
built. He shared a few stories with
me about my Grandfather, which I
naturally was thrilled to hear.
Eventually Bernard, or Barney, was
assigned to Engine 13. Yes, we had
an Engine 13, twice actually. He
still remembers the address for 13’s
because one the guys there used an
old phrase form the 1800s to remember
it. Google “Fifty-four Forty or fight!”

Paul Schneider, Bernard Dickey and the Forker Helmet he gifted to the Museum.

Engine 13 was the only one of the 49’
Seagrave engines without hose reels!
The reason for that?
There was a large
factory in Engine 13’s
first in area that had
conveyor
systems
that were low and
Engine 13 would not
have been able to get
through the factory
if it had the hose
reels mounted on
top. “Thanks Barney”
for answering that
question.
Engine 13 would
later be destroyed in
a brush fire that also
destroyed Engine 58. Members of those
crews sought refuge under Engine 13
during the burn over. Fireman Rudy
Collette received serious burns as did
others. Barney remembers Bob Greer
being the Captain on E13, and Harry
Garside being the Captain on Engine
58.

Squad 51 in Pahrump, NV in front of Bernard Dickey’s House

Barney was there at 5440 E. Slauson,
LACoFD Station 13 from 1953 to 1955
when he promoted to Captain. Engine
13, at that time, was a 1949 Seagrave.
Our Department had a number of these
engines, but Engine 13 was different
and I never knew why until meeting
Barney. The 49’ Seagrave engines were
known as “High Reelers” because of
the way the hose reels were mounted.

Promoted to Captain in 1955 Barney

was initially assigned to 88’s, but before
he got there he was reassigned to 71’s,
and before he got there he was assigned
to 72’s. As Barney stated; “Chief Harvey
Anderson didn’t care for flat landers”.
So Chief Anderson kept the coastal
stations for “his” guys and sent poor
Barney to the isolation of 72’s. (Chief
Harvey Anderson was an iconic figure
and was the father of our Department’s
physical fitness program). Luckily, he
was soon assigned as “vacation relief”
out of old Station 17 in Santa Fe Springs,
and then got a permanent assignment
at old 39’s in Bell Gardens, or “Hoover
Town” as that area was known back
then. Barney would eventually transfer
to fire prevention and finish out his
career there.
He loved being an LA County Firefighter,
especially when assigned to Engine 9
with his brother Marvin. By chance the
museum has images of his brother on
Engine 9 that Barney had never seen
before. We also have pictures of both
Barney and Marvin with the rest of the
crews of Engine 9 and Engine 49. Barney
gave us all of his old photographs from
his time with our CONTINUED ON PAGE 23
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THANKSGIVING CAME EARLY!

T

Story and Auction Photos By Joe Woyjeck

hanksgiving came a little early
for the Los Angeles County Fire
Museum when it took a vintage
1925 Ford Model T hot rod touring
sedan to the Anaheim Mecum Auto
Auction on November 23rd.
The museum had expected to earn
about $25,000 at auction for its
capital campaign to build a wildland
firefighter display and a fallen
wildland /Granite Mountain Hotshot
memorial. The memorial will commemorate the 19 members of
the Granite Mountain Hotshots, including museum Vice President
Joe Woyjeck’s son, Kevin, who were killed June 30 battling a
wildfire outside Prescott, Ariz. But thanks to some incredibly
generous people, the museum came home with about three
times as much money as they’d expected.
This incredible story started when Dan Doke, Joe Woyjeck’s uncle,
donated the car to the museum a few years ago. The classic

10
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Model T was in pretty good shape for
being nearly 85 years old. But Dan
wasn’t happy with how it looked after
donating it so he sent the car out for a
complete frame-off restoration. When
it came back a few months later, the car
was perfect from top to bottom.
Fast forward to a few months ago.
The museum board was brainstorming
on how it could raise money to create
a wildland firefighting display that
would remember the Granite Mountain Hotshot crew and other
fallen wildland firefighters. Dan Doke suggested that maybe we
should sell the car.
“I was trying to figure out how we could get the most money at
auction for this car,” said museum Vice President Joe Woyjeck.
“Then, one night I was watching a Mecum Auto Auction on TV
and wondered if they would support a charity auction. I sent
out an email to both Barrett-Jackson and Mecum, told them our

goal, and both were very
interested in helping us.”
Due to logistics and timing,
the car ended up going to
auction on Friday, Nov. 22
at the Mecum auction at
the Anaheim Convention
Center, just about 10
miles from the museum in
Bellflower. The car didn’t
have a reserve, meaning
that auction goers could
bid as low as they wanted
to on the car. “As we got
closer to the auction I got
more nervous,” said Joe
Woyjeck. “Remember, this
is not my car, it belonged
to the Los Angeles County
Fire
Museum.
Going
onstage with our team
of firefighters and family
and friends was a very
emotional event for me.” Bidding was very
slow at first, but by the time the car was
sold, it went for $32,000. A little bit more
than the museum board had expected to
get for the car. But that’s not the end of the
story.
“As we pushed the car off the stage, an
anonymous donor handed me a check for
$25,000 to help support the museum,” Joe
said. “So not only did we sell the car for
$32,000, we also had a $25,000 donation.”
After the car was sold, the crew that had
brought the car to auction all met Troy,

large crowd on Saturday,”
Joe said. “We told the
story of the L.A. County
Fire Museum and the
Granite Mountain Hotshots
numerous times as we
waited for our two o’clock
auction. Around 2:30 we
made it up onstage for a
second time, it was fun. It
was loud.”
This time, the car brought
$30,000. “And the best
part,” Joe said, “is a friend of
mine bought it.”
So by the end of the
second
day
of
the
auction, the museum had
collected $32,000 for the
Photo: St. Amant
first auction, a $25,000
donation, and $30,000 for
the second auction, for
the collector who had bought the car. Joe
handed Troy his business card, thanked total of $87,000.
him for buying the car, and said, “Call me if
you need anything.” On the way home from The museum would like to thank everyone
the auction, Troy did call Joe – to say that who helped make this possible. And a
he was not keeping the car. He was going special thanks goes out to Uncle Dan
to let the museum keep the $32,000 as a Doke; Pete Martinez; Troy (who bought the
donation and give the car back so that they car for $32,000 then donated it back); the
anonymous donor who gave us $25,000;
could auction it off again the next day.
Roger (the second buyer); all the retired fire
“Wow! was all that I could say,” said Woyjeck. guys who showed up to cheer us on and
tell our story; Kenny’s Body and Paint and
So the same crew of museum members Kenny’s Towing (who are always helping
and supporters went back to the auction the museum); Jim Woyjeck (who delivered
for a second day on Saturday, Nov. 23, and the car); and the board of the L.A. County
auctioned the car again. “We had a very Fire Museum.
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Last Alarm
Sunday June 30th, 2013
Andrew Ashcraft • Robert Caldwell • Travis Carter
Dustin Deford • Chris MacKenzie • Eric Marsh
Grant McKee • Sean Misner • Scott Norris
Wade Parker • John Percin • Anthony Rose
Jesse Steed • Joe Thurston • William Warneke
Travis Turbyfill • Clayton Whitted
Kevin Woyjeck • Garret Zuppinger
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If not for these determined visionaries who saw that the future of
emergency medicine lay outside the hallowed walls of the hospital,
the idea of paramedics and EMTs saving lives in the field may not
have gotten off the ground for another decade. Countless lives
would have been needlessly lost. Americans, and the world, owe
them a debt of gratitude for their foresight and perseverance.
Randolph Mantooth
Museum Honorary Chairman

www.PioneersOfParamedicine.com
The Pioneers of Paramedicine is a national program created
by the County of Los Angeles Fire Museum Association Board
of Directors to recognize and honor individuals whose lives
and accomplishments exemplify the courage, independence
and spirit of innovation that helped shape the development
of modern emergency medical services in the United States
in the 1960s and 1970s.

The Los Angeles County Fire Museum is pleased to invite you
to watch our video of the four doctors together in one room
telling thier stories. This video was shot during a once in a
lifetime opportunity , these are the men who are not only
responsible for the careers you enjoy, but who are truly the
‘Pioneers of Paramedicine.

PHOTO BY: Don Mantooth

On May 8th, 2010 the Board of Directors presented the
Pioneers of Paramedicine Lifetime Achievement Award to

Eugene Nagel, MD, Leonard Cobb, MD, J. Michael Criley, MD,
and Walter Graf, MD, the four founding fathers of paramedic
programs.

Holding their Pioneers of Paramedicine Lifetime Achievemnt Awards - May 2010 - Millennium Biltmore Hotel, Los Angeles
Doctor Eugene Nagel, MD
Doctor Leonard Cobb, MD
Doctor John Michael Criley, MD
Doctor Walter Graf, MD

The 50 minute video is hosted by Randolph Mantooth who shares segment hosting duties with Kevin Tighe and
Baxter Larmon. The group and each doctor discuss their challenges of bringing a paremedic program in their area
of the country to life. Prior to the late 1960’s it was believed that non-medical personnel could not be trusted to
take on the responsibilities of emergency medical services. The doctors relentlessly worked to prove the naysayers
wrong, and modern EMS was born.
These four men are responsible for saving thousands of lives, this video tells the story. You may find the
video and more on our website PioneersOfParamedicine.com. Share the link and share the story.

Photos: Don Mantooth

Photo: St. Amant

www.PioneersOfParamedicine.com

The Los Angeles County Fire Museum wishes to thank our sponsors for the video project:

The Pioneers of Paramedicine Project is dedicated to the memory and work of James O. Page, JEMS founding
publisher, former LA County Fire Department Battalion Chief, technical advisor to the Emergency! TV Series, and
former member of the Los Angeles County Fire Museum Board of Directors.
Pioneers of Paramedicine © 2014 Los Angeles County Fire Museum - All Rights Reserved
3rd & 4th Quarter 2013 | LACountyFireMuseum.com
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OFF TO MICHIGAN
By Paul Schneider

At the end of April three of us from the Museum traveled to
Michigan to attend an annual vintage fire memorabilia swap meet
or flea market in the city of Jackson. We try to attend this event
every year as it has proven to be an excellent source of much
needed and hard to find parts and artifacts for the museum’s
apparatus restorations and displays. This year was no exception,
we once again secured items we have been hoping to find. We
sometimes get very frustrated while trying to locate a part or
an item that we badly need to add or to complete a restoration.
Reproducing or fabricating the part from scratch is an option, but
that can be costly and time consuming. Patience and perseverance
are both qualities a restorer must possess. While in Jackson, we
almost always find items that we need or can use.
Another reason for us to visit Michigan is to “network”. The event
there draws fire service historians and other restorers of fire
apparatus from across the country. In addition to those individuals
that travel to Michigan, there are two players that live there that
make the trip worth it themselves.
Matt Lee lives in the town of Ypsilanti. Matt runs the Michigan
Firehouse Museum and is the best author of Fire Service history
books that I know of. If you have any desire to really know more
about our profession seek out Matt Lee’s books. (For example:
Classic Seagrave 1935-1951: Photo Archive, ISBN: 1583880348)
Matt is a very interesting man and stays extremely busy. He is a
school teacher and is well versed in American history in addition
to fire service history. He not only runs the aforementioned fire
museum but he also runs or helps to run the Hudson Automobile
Museum. Matt’s knowledge of automotive history is so keen that
Jay Leno often depends on Matt for information and even flies
Matt out to California to get his assistance on various high end
restoration projects. Matt has always been kind to us and always
shares his vast fire service history knowledge. He also takes time
to show us the fire and automotive museums he helps to run. We
were even allowed to sift through Matt’s amazing archives that

he keeps in the basement of his home. There one can find the
remnants of the early photographic record of companies such as
American LaFrance, Seagrave, Prospect and many others. Other
collectors have entrusted Matt with their collections as they grew
too old to care for them. We are hoping Matt will take us up on our
offer to fly him out here to see our Museum and to consult with
us on our small artifact
display development.
Another
individual
that lives in Michigan
that we always look
forward to seeing is
Ken Soderbeck. Ken
is the “Godfather
of Fire Apparatus
Restoration”. Ken is
really a genius. How
many people do you
know who have built
their own operational
one man submarine
when they were a
teenager?
If you
Google Ken’s name or
his company: Hand
in Hand Restoration,
Matt Lee, Michigan Firehouse Museum
you will get a glimpse
of what an artist he is.
I am convinced there is nothing this man cannot fabricate. His
depth of knowledge is amazing, and if you can get a few minutes
with him, he more than likely will be able to answer whatever
restoration question you may have.
A few years ago Ken gave my brother and I a class on spinning
copper to help us fabricate a pair of oil cans of the type that were
carried on steam fire engines. His old shop was amazing. Things

Vice President Joe Woyjeck, President Paul Schneider, Ken Soderbeck, Andy Swift, and Howard Schneider

16

3rd & 4th Quarter 2013 |

LACountyFireMuseum.com

Continued from Page 16: Off to Michigan

Parts and Pieces at the Jackson Fire Memoralbilia Swap Meet

we had only seen images of in old books were everywhere. He
was fabricating things that were thought to be completely nonexistent. His shop, complete with lounge, housed items that any
fire museum would love to have. Unfortunately, three years ago
most of that shop was destroyed in a devastating fire. Irreplaceable
documents, books, images and artifacts were lost forever. Ironic
that it was a fire that destroyed so much fire service history.
Ken moved his shop to the family farm on the outskirts of Jackson.
The farm is an interesting place and was once used as the winter
headquarters for the “Lewis Brothers Circus” in the 1930s and
1940s. Each year Ken, his wife, daughter and son in law host all
of the flea market attendees at their farm. A lot of horse trading

Ken Soderbeck’s Lounge Pre-Fire in 2010

goes on there the day before the meet and immediately following.
The great barbeque, cold beer, and East Coast/West Coast rivalry is
just as as important and fun as the flea market. Andy Swift from
Maine, and Hal Fillinger from Pennsylvania, sometimes act as if
they even like us….sometimes. Andy and Hal are also amazingly
talented restorers and both have been long time students of Ken
Soderbeck.
Each year we bring home with us much more than material items,
we bring an even greater appreciation of our fire service heritage
and a renewed desire to make our museum the best it can be.

FIRST PEAK: NEW BUILDING UPDATE
Museum President Paul Schneider
stands next to architectural elevations
developed by the City of Bellflower with
input from museum staff. Slow but
steady progress is being made toward our
ultimate goal of building a new facility
to house the heritage of the Los Angeles
County Fire Department. The design is
heavily influenced by early LA County Fire
Department Fire Stations especially old
Stations 9 and 17, our first two story fire
houses. Keep supporting our efforts, and
if you have not yet already bumped your
monthly contributions to $20, please do
so now!
Send us an email at
membership@lacountyfiremuseum.com

Help us “Get er done!”
3rd & 4th Quarter 2013 | LACountyFireMuseum.com
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FROM THE ARCHIVES
By Paul Schneider

Many years ago I stopped by old Station
16 while assigned to Squad 41. I wanted
to take a look at the classic old station and
while doing so I noticed a few pictures of
days gone by on the wall. In one of the
images, a large group of firemen were
standing in front of the very first Station
16 and in the crowd I recognized my
Grandfather. It was exciting then to find
pictures of my Grandfather, and it still is.

Flintham. Chief Flintham was an amazing
man and rose to the challenge of creating a
major fire department in a very short time.
We all owe a debt of gratitude to him. A
future edition of this newsletter will feature
his story.
Late last year I discovered a letter written
by Chief Flintham that was addressed to my
Grandfather. The letter shed not only more
light on the photo that I saw and copied
20 years ago, it also made that photo so
much more personal. The engines in the
image are Engine 16, a 1924 Seagrave
and Engine 9, a 1924 American LaFrance.
The two engine companies constituted
the “Miramonte Florence Graham Fire

Protection District”. (Editor: see the back
cover for a photo of the 1924 Engine 16.)
Among the firemen in the image are many
of the first Captains of our Department,
including my Grandfather. At the extreme
right of the image dressed in a light colored
suit is Chief Joe Davis, who in the 1940s
wrote an early historic account of our
Department. His work has been the basis
for our understanding of our early history.
I hope you enjoy the photo and letter as
much as I do. Both are so important to the
history of our County of Los Angeles Fire
Department.

This particular image showed a crowd of
firefighters and civilians standing around
a couple of fire engines in front of the
firehouse located on Graham Street. I did
not know anything about this image, and
could only guess as to the reason all those
people had gathered at the station
that day early in our Department’s
*Editors Note: Photos evoke memories and emotions.
existence. I thought it an event
After seeing the photo on the wall, Paul woked to find
celebrating the opening of Station
out the story, now that story can be shared with all
16, or “Engine 16,” as it would have
of you to bring the history of our Department alive.
been referred to back then. Years
It isn’t the gear that makes OUR history important, it
later I would learn that the event
is the people. Please consider the LACo Fire Museum
memorialized in that old image
instead of eBay. The photos we receive will be shared
was the presentation of a fire
with all, and the stories behind the photos can be dischief’s badge to our Department’s
covered and be saved
very first Fire Chief, Stewart J.
18
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Chief Flintham in center in the suit.
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SQUAD 51 & E 51 GOING TO SAN DIEGO

Show: February 16-20, 2014
Exhibits: February 19-20, 2014
On the road again: Save the Date!

Photo: St. Aamnt

We will have a
LIMITED NUMBER OF FREE PASSES
available.
Squad 51 and Engine 51 will be stars at
Firehouse World in San Diego. The Los
Angeles County Fire Museum’s booth,
727, will be front and center promoting
our Department’s history and artifacts
along with the 51s. Save the Date - stop
by and say “HI”.
If you have not already signed up on our
email list go to our website & sign up now
to be notified about the passes!

Engine 51 & Squad 51 Loaded up for Fire Service Day, Lancaster 2012

THANK YOU Coca-Cola

LOS ANGELES COUNTY FIREFIGHTERS
& RETIRED LACo FIREFIGHTERS
Do you have a story to tell?
Do you have an idea for an article, a word for
Firehouse Terminology, or an historical photo
that you would like to share with our readers?
We are interested in hearing from you.
You may submit your ideas to:
FireWarden@LACountyFireMuseum.com
Please put FW Editorial in the subject line
We are only accepting submissions from active and retired
LACo Firefighters at this time, thank you.

20

3rd & 4th Quarter 2013 |

LACountyFireMuseum.com

The Los Angeles County Fire
Museum has just received a
much needed hoist donated
by the Coca Cola Company.
Here it is being used to remove
the engine from our “new” 1969
Chevrolet Ambulance, a job that
is so much easier now!
Photo: Joe Woyjeck
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Both Dave Photos: St. Amant

LACo Fire Department Official Photo
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Retired Captain David Boucher receiving his EXEMPLARY SERVICE AWARD
Supervisor Michael D. Antonovich, Captain Boucher, L.A. County Fire Captain Daryl L. Osby
May 30, 2013
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Captain Dave Boucher working with Department
historical documents at his office in the Museum’s
facility located at LACoFD Headquarter’s.
YES, he still uses a typewriter.... well, maybe not this one.

FF STORIES BERNARD DICKEY
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Photo: Paul Schneider
Illustration: St. Amant

Department and we are so appreciative.
It was hard to leave our new friend, we
don’t like the fact that he is all alone
there. Joe and I knew we would be in
Vegas in September so we promised to
visit him again. By the time we left it
was getting dark but we were happy to
have met Barney.
As mentioned in our “VEGAS” article,
Paul Oyler and I were on our way to visit
Bernard again. This time we had Squad
51 on the trailer behind us and I was
really excited to be bringing a LACoFD
vehicle to Bernard’s. He did not know
we were doing so. We dropped Joe off
at the airport and got on the freeway.
Soon we heard a loud “pop” and then
that flapping sound a dying tire makes.
We had a tire blow out on the right side
of the trailer. We limped off the freeway
and I was treated to a rare sight of
Paul Oyler using tools. Almost worth
losing a tire. Luckily we had a spare tire.
OP had things fixed in no time while I

snapped pictures from a
shady spot.
After topping off
with
fuel we were
on our
way again.
All
was
g o i n g
well and we
were
less than ten
miles outside of
Pahrump when we
hear once again, “pop”,
and that flapping sound
again.
The other tire on
the right side had blown. I
guess we should have checked the
tire pressure in that spare tire!! Lesson
learned. At this point we don’t have
a spare tire, so we unload the Squad
and OP drives it into Pahrump while I
drive the truck (with air conditioning).
We find a tire shop and buy five new
tires. The way home from Pahrump is
through death valley and there aren’t
many tire shops in Death Valley, and we
would be going through there at night,
so we figured we’d better not chance it.

OP stayed with the truck and trailer
while the new tires were being installed
as I drove Squad 51 to Bernard’s place.
It was super to see him again, and he
really thought it was great that Squad
51 was sitting in front of his house. It
had been a long time since he saw an
LACoFD apparatus, and he sure liked it.
He and I sat back and talked until OP
arrived and then we talked some more.
He had found more pictures and shared
some more wonderful stories with us
Three hours later we had to leave. It
was dark out now and we had a long
drive ahead of us. We told Bernard
that we’d be back and I know he will be
reading this when he gets his copy of
Fire Warden.
Thanks Bernard for the hospitality, the
stories, the pictures and the friendship.
You’re a good man and will always be a
Los Angeles County Firefighter!
See you again soon!
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KENNETH JURY
OUR TREASURER “FOR LIFE”
Los Angeles County Fire Museum President Paul Schneider asked me to write a few words
about our recently deceased treasurer, Kenneth Jury. I believe he did so because I had
known him for a long time, and I knew him very well because we worked together as Firefighters. In his last years on the department, he had also spent three years as my Patrolman
at Fire Station 66.

PHOTO BY: St. Amant

Ken was born in Conrad, Montana in 1943, one of four siblings. When the time came to
fulfill his military obligations, he joined the Navy in 1965. He served as a Gunner’s Mate
on the aircraft carrier U.S.S. Lexington. Upon discharge, he settled in South Gate, where
he met and married his wife Chris. His son Michael was born three years later in 1972.
Ken’s fire service career was varied. He served as a member of a Camp Crew, performed
maintenance services in what is now called the Crafts Section, and acted as a truck driver
and tractor swamper after receiving that specialized training. I first met him when he
graduated from the Cecil Gehr Fire Training Academy in 1968 and came to Battalion 4. He
was assigned to Station 82. He eventually settled into the position he came to love, that of
Patrolman. He remained in that position while working at various stations.

Museum Board Member Engineeer Matt Winters presiding over our brother Ken Jury’s Flag Ceremony
at Fire Station 82 with Ken’s favorite Fire Engine, Engine 12

24

Ken’s off duty public service was extensive.
He was a member of the Pasadena Elks Club
and the La Crescenta American Legion. He
served as president for both of those organizations. He also served his community in numerous other less well known projects. During his early service with the L.A. County
Muster Association, he began his love of the
history of our department. When the group
changed it’s name to the County of Los Angeles Fire Museum Association, he called me
on the phone and asked me to join also.

a Mr. William Downing who said that he
thought he had just purchased the original
Engine 12, a 1928 Seagrave, from a gasoline station in Palmdale. I determined that it
was indeed that engine. Bill was in the Air
Force and was shipped to Vietnam for one
year. During that time, I kept the rig at our
familiy’s house for him. He returned and
subsequently partially restored the engine.
He became ill with cancer and called me to
see if the Fire Department would buy it from
him for $10,000.

At that time, an amazing coincidence occurred which accelerated my joining him in
the Museum. As a Captain on duty at Fire
Station 12A, I received a telephone call from

Enter... Kenneth Jury! After learning of the
opportunity, he personally organized a campaign throughout the Fire Department to
raise $100.00 from 100 members in order to
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purchase the rig for the Fire Museum. The
campaign was rapidly successful.
In my opinion, Ken was a driven person, but
an essentially happy one as well. He loved
to work with other enthusiastic persons no
matter what the project. He loved his family
and his church family as well. There, he was
a volunteer in charge of general maintenance
and worked to form a Bell Choir in which he
also performed.
Kenneth R. Jury: Good Citizen, Civic Leader,
memorable Firefighter, Museum Treasurer
for Life, and good friend! Rest in Peace.
David Boucher

Los Angeles County Fire Department & Museum Historian
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Preserving The History of the
Los Angeles County Fire Department

PHOTO: ST. AMANT

Nobody wants to think about their own end but we all know it is
inevitable. I love the Woody Allen quote; “I’m not afraid of dying
I just don’t want to be there when it happens”. Classic. As a nonprofit organization we look at all means of funding and support
and it has been recommended to us numerous times to appeal
to our members to remember us in their estate planning. Not
my favorite topic but it is one we need to consider. We do good
work at the Museum, and our mission is a solid one. Those of us
lucky enough to be LA County Firefighters have a legacy worthy
of remembrance and worthy of commitment. Maybe it is not
such a bad idea after all.

It is beautiful, isn’t it? It would not have lasted much

longer if it had been left to the elements and an owner who
did not want it any more. Now this LACoFD #31 helmet is
in a safe place. The Museum just saved it from being sold
on eBay. This piece is one of many important pieces that
the Los Angeles County Fire Museum is preserving and
restoring, along with apparatus, thousands of artifacts
and photographs of fire fighting history.
Your estate planning today can play a huge part in
the preservation of your Los Angeles County Fire
Department’s firefighting history.

TO MAKE YOUR BEQUEST to the County of Los
Angeles Fire Museum Association, please use the following language:
“To the County of Los Angeles Fire Museum Association in Bellflower, CA, I give ___________% of
my estate.” Or you can name a fixed dollar amount.

YES! Please send me information

on how to include the County
of Los Angeles Fire Museum
Association in my will!

FYI - I have already included
the County of Los Angeles Fire
Museum Association in my will.

Name
Address
City
State
Country
Email

Recently we received a call from one of our many loyal and
dedicated supporters. He wanted to know if he could write
the Museum into his will, as he wanted to bequest $25,000 to
our efforts. We were really impressed and humbled that this
individual who is not an LA County Firefighter thinks so highly
of the Museum that he would do such a thing. A few years
ago Chief James (Jim) Turner left us $5000 in his will and he
had also, before his passing, donated the 1915 Model T Chief’s
buggy he had lovingly restored. We have also received verbal
commitments from a couple of other LACoFD retirees that they
would remember the Museum in their wills.
Now we really hope all of these generous folks are around for a
very long time, but it sure is quite a compliment to us that they
feel we have created an organization worthy of such support.
So to those of you who have already done so, THANK YOU!! To
those of you who have not yet considered the Museum for such
giving, please do so. There are even tax benefits that you can
enjoy right now for supporting non-profits, like the Museum, in
such a fashion. Help us keep our LACOFD story alive for future
generations!

CONTACT US:
Phone: 562-925-0234
Email: PlannedGiftInfo@LACountyFireMuseum.com
Web: www.LACountyFireMuseum.com/Donate.html
The County of Los Angeles Fire Museum Association is a 501(c)(3), tax-exempt organization.

Mail to: County of Los Angeles Fire Museum
Office of Estate Planning
9834 Flora Vista Street
Bellflower, CA 90706

Zip
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Engine 16 of the “Miramonte Florence Graham Fire Protection District”
1924 Seagrave 6WT, 750 Gallons Per Minute. See Page 18 for the story.

