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Finally i am getting the spring edition of Fire Warden put together.Once 
again i’m about a month behind.  Too bad there are no awards for 

procrastination.  Our retirees lent a hand in this issue of our newsletter and we are really 
excited to be getting their input.  Of course you do not need to be retired to submit 
stories and share memories, so please send us both if you feel yours would work well 
with our newsletter.  

As usual things are busy and we continue to move forward with our short and long term 
goals.  it has been a while since we have posted an update on our quest for a new facility 
but we have been working on that project.  The City of Bellflower is in negotiations with 
a developer that wants to develop numerous properties in the City, and that developer 
may be building our new home.  

What is being proposed by the City of Bellflower sounds very promising for us although 
the available property is only half the size the City had hoped to be able to provide for 
us. it is possible that  sometime in the future additional property will come available 
and the building could then be expanded.  Bottom line is the situation is very fluid but 
is looking good.  More to come…  

Engine 51 has been in the Museum now since August of 2008 and has since been restored 
to its former glory, however there is one important milestone that we are closing in on.  
Engine 51 was transferred to the LA County Fire Department in August of 2008 and we 
have been working on having title of the vehicle transferred to the Museum as we did 
with Squad 51.  So hopefully by the time our next Fire Warden hits the presses, Engine 
51 will officially be owned by the Los Angeles County Fire Museum!

i hope you enjoy this issue of Fire Warden.  We appreciate your input, and now that i 
have been reminded that there is an email account for the newsletter (FireWarden@
LACountyFireMuseum.com), i will be sure to read that input!!  Thanks Joe!! 

Paul Schneider
President
Los Angeles  County Fire Museum

FROM THE PRESIDENT

© 2013 Los Angeles County Fire Museum. This material may not be reproduced without the express permission of the publisher.
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Cover photo provided by Jon Miller

ERRATA:  
issue - Fall 2012, Page 5 photo caption should 
read: “Exquisite 1932 Moreland 600 Gallon 
Tanker”   |  issue - Winter 2012, Page 5, Line 7, 
left should say: “Maroon 1947 Chevrolet.”  Page 
9, Engines 13 and 58 burned in the brush fire.
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ABOuT YOuR FiRE MuSEuM: 

The County of Los Angeles Fire Museum 

Association is a public benefit nonprofit 501(c)

(3) corporation, established in 1975 and 

incorporated in 1989. Acquisitions, restorations 

and operating funds are supported by monthly 

and annual membership dues paid by over 3,000 

active-duty Los Angeles County fire fighters, 

retirees, members of other fire departments, and 

the public.

The museum’s collection includes more than 60 

examples of historic apparatus, some dating back 

to the late 1800s, as well as hundreds of artifacts 

and thousands of photographs. The most 

popular vehicles in the collection are the original 

paramedic/rescue Squad 51 and the two Engine 

51s from the 1970s television show Emergency! 

The collection is currently housed in warehouse 

BUY Museum photos:
www.LACoFireMuseum.com

Progress is steadily being made on 
the steam engine. More gold leaf 
has been added and Joe completed 
fabricating new support brackets 
for the coal bin.  The Smoke stack 
is being reworked to repair the 
damage done to it about twenty-
five years ago when the steam 
engine was being pushed into the 
pump pit room at the LA Training 
center.  Turned out that the 
opening to that room was a bit too 
short. i was in recruit training and 
actually witnessed that damage as 
it happened.  

“Pumper J” has moved forward as 
well.  We recently completed the 
large toolbox assembly that sits 
behind the seat and supports the 
hose reels.  next step is to adjust 
the fit of the hose body and water 
tank prior to sending everything 
out for paint.   

Joe and his crew have been making 
a great deal of progress on the 
Firestone jeep and it should be 
running strong very soon.  new 
wheels have been acquired and 

powder coated and new tires are 
ready to be mounted.  i haven’t 
even seen this jeep yet.  i guess 
Joe really thinks i will paint it green 
and mount a machine gun on it.  

We had new seats made for the 
1949 General Pacific (Old E7) 
so that we could dispose of the 
original seats that were more rats 
nest than seat.  

For years Squad 51 has had a LA 
Sheriff radio/siren control set up 
in the cab and we have wanted to 
correct this for a very long time.   
Enter Mr. paul Williams, a fan of 
“Emergency!” and the museum.  He 
also happens to know radios and has 
volunteered to set up the correct 
radio and siren control units.  We 
have the proper equipment thanks 
to other museum supporters, and 
Paul also has the right gear. Plus 
he knows how to wire everything 
up so that it will all work as well as 
include an iPod dock so we can play 
audio from “Emergency!’ through 
the speaker when the Squad is on 
display.  

RESTORATION REPORT
By Paul Schneider

http://www.LACoFireMuseum.com
http://www.LACoFireMuseum.com


RANDOM SHOT
By Paul Schneider

We found this image online while searching through the 
uSC digital library and it works well for this Fire Warden’s 
edition of “Random Shot”.    This is the original Truck 8.  in 
fact this is the first LA County Truck Company placed in 
service.  Prior to our Department having a truck company 
certain engines carried extension ladders of up to 45’ 
in length.  Most of the areas our Department served 
did not have structures that could not be accessed by 
these ladders.  A notable exception was the Hollywood/
Sherman areas served by Engines 7 and 8.   

it is hard to believe that our Department was nearly 
twenty-five years old before we finally placed a truck 
company in service.  Then again it’s hard to believe our 
Department was sixty-five years old before we bought a 
tiller truck, but i digress.  The first truck was Truck 8 and 
the second was Truck 27.  These two trucks were built by 
American LaFrance and were of the mid mount variety 
which allowed for a good selection of wooden ground 
ladders, the longest of which was a 50’ extension.  Mid 

mount refers to the aerial being mounted directly behind 
the engine as opposed to the rear mount trucks that our 
Department operated exclusively from the early 1970s 
to 1989.  Our “Snorkels” were also rear mounts.  
    
 The reason i chose this picture was not so much for the 
truck as for the kids on it.  When i was a boot (i know 
OP, i’m still a boot to you) i remember the Captains 
referring to us new guys as kids.  i just dismissed those 
comments as being what “old” guys just felt compelled 
to say.  When we were beating the hell out of each other 
all night, the Captain’s would just shake their heads and 
mutter “damn kids”.  When we wore our dinner instead of 
ate it, “damn kids”, when we poured out of the smoking 
ruins of a burned up building, smiling ear to ear, “damn 
kids”, when we made each other laugh when we wanted 
to cry, “damn kids”.   Well now i’m the old guy and when 
i look at this picture i see my guys.  And i’d be lying if i 
said i didn’t love it.
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SQUAD 51 RESPONDING TO EMS

PHOTO BY: ST. AMAnT

SaVE ThE daTES
Squad 51 Responding to EMS World Conference in Las Vegas

Talk to most any firefighter or paramedic 
today and they will tell you that 
one of the major influences 
on their career choice was 
the nBC universal televi-
sion show, “EMERGEnCY!”

Even though the show’s 
seven year run ended in 
1979, its impact is still be-
ing felt today as we cele-
brate the 41-year anniver-
sary of the show’s first airing.

Thanks to the Los Angeles 
County Fire Museum and one of 
its major sponsors, Valvoline, visitors 
to the EMS World Expo in Las Vegas, Sept. 
8-12, will be able to see the actual Squad 51. 

This is the same exact rig that fictional Fire-
fighter/paramedics Johnny Gage (Ran-

dolph Mantooth) and Roy DeSoto 
(Kevin Tighe) drove from call-to-

call on television every week. 
The Museum, located in the 
L.A. suburb of Bellflower, has 
faithfully restored and pre-
served the vehicles used in 
the famous television show. 

if you can’t make it to the 
Expo, be sure to visit their site, 

www.lacountyfiremuseum.
com, to see Squad and Engine 51, 

and all the other historic fire appa-
ratus they have restored, thanks in part 

to great sponsors like Valvoline, the official 
oil of the Los Angeles County Fire Museum.

http://www.valvoline.com
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All of this And much more At A reAsonAble cost!   
EMS World Expo is the most affordable national event of its kind.  

Visit EMSWorldExpo.com for more details.

September 8–12, 2013      Las Vegas Convention Center

at the largest eMs event in north aMerica
ConnECt

EMS World Expo is a unique and comprehensive event featuring high-level training and 
educational sessions, as well as the largest exhibit hall of any national EMS event.  
Learn, explore and connect with these unique opportunities and more:

WorLd trauMa SyMpoSiuM 
now in its second year, the World trauma symposium returns to 
deliver the latest information on the care of prehospital trauma 
patients and global trends in trauma care from internationally 
recognized experts. Join in on this popular event to discover 
how challenges faced in prehospital trauma care may be 
addressed.

MobiLE intEgratEd HEaLtHCarE SuMMit
the future of home healthcare and eMs is now!
Don’t miss discussions with today’s thought leaders
on why mobile healthcare is more than just community 
paramedicine and why it will redefine your operations.

KEynotE – Lt. CoL. robErt L. Mabry, Md
During his keynote presentation, lt. col. robert Mabry will 
trace the most significant advances in battlefield medical 
care throughout history until today. he will discuss where 
future advances can be made and how these relate to current 
civilian eMs practice. lt. col. Mabry will also discuss the 
20th anniversary of the Battle of Mogadishu, more commonly 
referred to as Black hawk Down. lt. col. Mabry was a special 
Forces 18-D medic at the time and treated wounded soldiers in 
the Battle of Mogadishu.nEW 

this year!

http://www.EMSWorldExpo.com


GUEST FIREFIGHTER’S STORIES
FIRST STORY:  Intro: Paul Schneider - Story by: Retired Captain Rodney Olney - SECOND STORY: Lon Myers

As i search for inspiration for what 
to write about for our newsletter 
i often find topics that interest 
me but i don’t have as much 
information as i’d like to have, 
so i shelve the idea until i 
can find the time to do 
some research.  Far too 
often i do not find the 
time, forget what i was 
thinking about writing 
or both.  This story is an 
example of not having all 
the information i’d like to 
have, but i thought that this article 
idea might be a way to get some 
input from our retirees who may 
have a personal connection to this 
topic and can hopefully fill in some 
gaps.   

i didn’t have to wait long when 
i asked our retirees for stories to 
support this article.  

in fact i received so much input 
that we decided to add a page to 
our website to share the stories 

the retirees submitted (coming soon).  
i asked our retirees to send in stories 
about a very special dog.  A “firedog”.  

i’d like to introduce you to “Boot” the 
firedog.  “Born in the Ghetto, raised 
in the firehouse, lives forever in the 
hearts of firemen”.  This quote can be 
found on one of the two headstones 
in the front yard of Fire Station 14.   Yes, 
for those of you who do not know, 14s 
has a small and exclusive pet cemetery 
and the headstones pay homage to 
two great dogs; “Boot” and “Petey”.   
So why is “Boot” striking a pose on the 

cowling of Engine 54 on our cover?  
The answer to that question will 
introduce you all to the genealogy 
of Engine 54.  Engine 54 was not 
always running rescues around the 

clock in Southgate.  Engine 54 
was “born” at old Fire Station 
14 located at 1348  W. 99th 
street in unincorporated 
Los Angeles.  in 1942, a 
1941 Mack was placed 

in service as Engine 14 
and their old engine, a 

1924 American LaFrance, was 
placed in reserve at the station.   
The old American LaFrance was 
renumbered as Engine 54.  Why?  
Because back then a reserve 
engine housed at a station got its 
assignment number by adding 40 
to the station number.  14 + 40 = 
54.   

Eventually Engine 54 became a 
staffed Engine at 14s.  Around 
1950, Engine 54 was moved to 
El Segundo and Denker south of 
14s district, and we had our first 
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Larry Hambleton, Boot, and Jimmie Howe - Engine 9 
in 1992 Jimmie died in the line of duty during a building fire
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“Station 54”.   The old station is still there and is now a church.  i see this building all the time since “Verns” the 
chrome shop we use is right across the street.  54’s lasted about 23 years until the current Station 14 opened.  With 
the opening of the new 14s, station 54 was closed and Engine 54 was moved back to 14s and became E214.  As 
a side note: E214 would move to Station 170 when we took over the inglewood Fire Department.  When Engine 
54 moved back to 14s, it came with a mascot.  “Boot” had become a part of the crew at 54s and moved to the new 
quarters with his engine and his pals.  

As i stated earlier, our retirees sent in some great stories about “Boot” and it has been a pleasure reading those 
stories.  i have included two narratives sent to me by retired Captain rod Olney.  Captain Olney was assigned 
to Engine 54 when “Boot” joined our Department, and offers a glimpse into our Department’s past.  More stories 
were sent in about “Boot” and many other LA County Firedogs, so stay tuned.  unfortunately, there are more 
lawyers in Southern California than dogs, so the day of the Firedog is oficially behind us.

The following is Captain Olney’s story.
Paul

Regarding Boot, i may be the last of 
the crew that was on duty the shift 
that Boot entered the Fire Service 
with old E-54 at El Segundo and 
Denker. Capt. Bill Whiteside, Engr. 
Don Carothers, and myself were 
working. Fireman Jon Miller was 
detailed out for the shift. This had 
to be in the winter of 1972 i think. 
As we were down to 3 men and it 
was raining, Bill said for me to take 

the utility and the H.T. to the store. it 
was also a Sunday so it was normally 
slow in the mornings. When i went 
out to get the utility, this big old 
dog was sniffing around the trash 
so i ran it off and proceeded to go to 
the store. As luck would have it, just 
as i pulled into the parking lot at the 
store, we got a t/c up on imperial, so 
i responded to the incident which 
was a vehicle into a pole with no 

occupants. Typical for the area. Once 
we cleared the scene, Bill said we all 
might as well go to the store seeing 
as the rig was wet anyway. When 
we got back to the station to drop 
off the utility, the apparatus doors 
are open.Who ever heard of electric 
doors with automatic door openers 
on older fire stations at that time? 
When we went into the rec room, 
here’s this big old dog sprawled out 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11Boot with guest author Ret. Captain Rodney Olney on the right.

Story by:  Retired Captain Rodney Olney



LUNCH IN HOLLYWOOD
By Paul Schneider
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Rob Clendening, marketing rep from Valvoline, paid us a visit in February and we decided to take him to lunch in 
Hollywood.  Rob was totally wiped out from his travels and busy schedule but agreed to our insistence that we take 
him to lunch.  So we drove out to LAX and picked him up at his hotel.  Poor Rob looked spent, but he was a trooper 
and didn’t complain as we battled an hour of LA traffic on our way to Hollywood.  

Rob has been a great friend to the Museum and is responsible for the major sponsorship deal recently struck between Valvoline and the 
Museum.  A life long fan of the TV show “Emergency!”, and a major supporter of firefighters and first responders, Rob actually reached 
out to us a few years ago with the intent of helping our museum move forward.  We have come to know Rob as a friend.  He has ridden 
along with us at FS16 and FS23 and was so inspired by the experiences that he went home to Kentucky, became an EMT and works on 
an ambulance on weekends!  Rob is dedicated to say the least.  
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After all Rob has done for us we were determined to take him to lunch in Hollywood!  After battling the traffic, we found a place to park 
and went into an irish pub at Hollywood and Vine. We sat down, ordered a few beers and struck up some idle conversation.  Poor Rob 
was trying hard to stay with us but it was clear he was wondering why!  Why do these guys have to take me to lunch today?  Why all the 
way in Hollywood?  Why can’t i be asleep?  We were having a good time actually knowing that Rob was having such a hard time because 
we knew he’d be happy he was there with us in the end.  

About 30 minutes into our lunch, a man walks into the bar and over to our table.  He is another good friend of ours, and he really woke 
up Rob!  His face lit up as he realized he was going to be having lunch and beers with Randy Mantooth, or as his fans know him, “Johnny 
Gage”.  now Rob was wide awake and happy as he could be that we dragged his tired tail all the way to Hollywood for lunch.  We 
enjoyed hanging out with Randy for about two hours then went to another bar before taking poor Rob back to his hotel.  We even had 
a designated driver.  Poor Kevin Woyjeck.  Thanks Rob for all the support and thanks Randy for always being there for us!

Rob Clendening, Valvoline Representative and Randy Mantooth: “Johnny Gage”
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9
on one of the couches 
like he owned it. After 
we kicked him out of 
the station, we took 
off for the store again, 
but this time we shut 
the apparatus door 
to keep the dog out. 
upon our return we 

noticed that the dog wasn’t hanging 
around anymore. When we went into 
the station, lo and behold the dog is now 
sprawled out on top of Don Carothers 
bed, on top of his nice white bed spread 
and sham. Out the dog goes again. What 
had happened, is that the side door to 
the station never latched and some how 
this dog figured all he had to do was to 
push on it and he was in. Some of the 
guys swear that he was a reincarnated 
fireman who had worked there before. 
Bill being the softie that he was, let the 
dog stay inside for awhile, then put it 
out, then brought it in, and so on. The 
next shift was Bill’s, so by the time we 
got back from our 4 dayer, Boot was an 
established member of E54, and  the rest 
is History. 

not long after Boot became a member 
of E-54, i was tanked and standing at 
the sink doing the dishes when i looked 
out and noticed that boot was sitting in 
the driveway off Denker and something 
across the street had his undivided 
attention. The neighbors dog had gotten 
out and was nosing around the alley behind a business 
there and boot wasn’t liking it at all. i yelled to the crew 
to get Boot before he caused trouble, but just as Reno 
Van Vleck hit the rear door, Boot took off with Reno in 
hot pursuit. Just as Reno reached Boot’s hind legs, Boot 
lunged through the hole in the fence after the other 
dog and pulled Reno right through the fence with 
him. After a few incidents like that, it was decided that 
it was time to have him clipped which stopped those 
problems.
 
One day, we got our regular 2:15 response to the north 
end of the district where there were grass fields that the 
local kids would light up every day on their way home 
from school. i was working the fire with a reel line when 
Boot chased up a rabbit and off they went. There was a 
car seat burning merrily away and the rabbit went right 
over the seat through the flames and Boot not to be out 
done went right after it.
 
As Boot came from the Hood, he knew where every dog 
lived for miles. Every time we would respond he would 
bark at each and every one of them as we went. i have 
distinct memories of the Peach yelling to keep that 
damned dog quiet and Jonny Miller smacking Boot on 

the butt trying to quiet him down. What a racket. You 
could hear us coming even without the siren.

One day on a Bomb scare on Vermont, we were standing 
by while the Sheriffs cleared the incident. Boot was 
laying in the transverse hose bed as usual when one of 
the local teens came bopping down the street. He came 
over to the rig, stepped on the running board, opened 
his mouth to say some smart remark and Boot gave him 

a big woof. That kid did an about face without missing 
a step and down the street he went without saying a 
word.
 
Boot did go into fires with us for awhile until an HT was 
stolen from the rig while on an incident in 14’s area. 
We also found that on incidents in 95’s area, chemicals 
mixed with the water coming out of buildings were 
burning his paws, so we started to leave him on the rig.
 
i could go on and on as there were so many great 
memories of those years at 54’s and 14’s and all the 
great guys that passed through there. Many of you who 
didn’t work in Battalion 13 may not know, but Boot 
and their other dog, Petey, are buried in front by the 
flagpole.  

 

PLEASE SEE PAGE 16 FOR LON MYERS STORY

quote on Boot’s headstone in front of Fire Station 14



MARCH 10th 1933  EARTHQUAKE!

By Paul Schneider

 March 10th, 1933 was a 
devastating 

day for Long Beach and Southern California.  A massive 
earthquake centered off the coast rocked the town and 
sent shock waves across adjoining cities and counties.  
Buildings were leveled and 120 people lost their lives.  
This event had profound effects on subsequent building 
construction which made structures built after 1933 
much more resistant to the effects of earthquakes.  in 
the fire service here in California we commonly, and as a 
precaution, make a point of identifying masonry buildings 
in our jurisdictions that were built prior to 1933.  While 
most have been retrofitted, these “pre 33” structures 
represent additional hazards during firefighting efforts 
due to their non-reinforced masonry construction. Many 
LA County Fire Stations were damaged and all County 
fire companies conducted site and jurisdictional surveys 
just like we do today.  Eighty years have passed since 
that day and many earthquakes have punished Southern 

California since.  

Recently i rediscovered a box of documents handed 
down through my family from my Grandfather.  My 
brother and i had a field day reading fire reports, month 
end reports, and letters from our Grandfather’s beloved 
Engine Company 14.  These documents covered the years 
from 1924 to 1934.  What was so exciting about these 
reports for us, was the fact that most were written by our 
Grandfather.  The letters were either written to him or were 
written by him.   A few were even from our Department’s 
first Fire Chief, Stewart Flintham.  i will be sharing more 
of these documents as many of them shed light on our 
Department’s very founding and early development.  

One of the documents we found was a two page report 
detailing Engine Company 14’s actions taken following the 
1933 earthquake and one page of the report is included 
on page 13. i hope you enjoy this “blast from the past”.
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lOS anGElES COUnTY FirEFiGhTErS
& rETirEd laCo FirEFiGhTErS

Do you have a story to tell?

Do you have an idea for an article, a word for 
Firehouse Terminology, or an historical photo 
that you would like to share with our readers?

We are interested in hearing from you.

You may submit your ideas to:
FireWarden@LACountyFireMuseum.com
Please put   FW Editorial   in the subject line

We are only accepting submissions from  active and retired 

LACo Firefighters at this time, thank you.

Your Los Angeles County Fire Museum
will be hosting a

FIRE MEMORABILIA SWAP MEET
at our Bellflower location

May 18th 2013 from 8AM to 2PM
This event will be your opportunity to buy quality 
fire department antiques, parts and equipment for 
your vintage fire engine and fire department related 
clothing from seasoned collectors and traders.  For 
more informaion, list of vendors, etc. see our website. 
Info will be posted as the vendors sign up.  Come see 
the Museum’s collection, pick up some treasures, have 
a bite to eat and swap some stories!  

Example antique helmet from Museum Collection - not for Sale

SAVE THE DATE 5-18-2013

KING FAMILY DONATES 1922 REO

Mrs. King in the Museum with her donated 1922 REO

The King family donated a 1922 rEO/prospect fire 
engine to the Museum in February.  it is in original 
unrestored condition and very complete.  We are cur-
rently trying to determine what department this little 
fire engine served. 

The REO fire engines were known as “R.E.O Speedwag-
ons”.  The Ransom E. Oldsmobile, or REO Company of 
Lansing Michigan, built the base vehicle. The Prospect 
Fire Engine Company took that base vehicle and made 
a fire engine out of it.  There were many companies 
that built fire engines in this fashion using chassis’ from 
most major truck manufacturers such as REO, Ford, 
White, Gramm, Chevrolet, Dodge Brothers and Mack.

This REO is a triple combination meaning it has a 
pump, water and hose.  The pump is a Hale 350 GPM 
Rotary.  The water was carried in two 40 gallon “Chemi-
cal” tanks that were not plumbed to the pump. The 
hose carried consisted of around 800 to 1000 feet of 
2 ½ inch and 100 feet of ¾ inch “chemical” or reel line.  
The pump would be supplied by a hydrant or from 
draft, while the “Chemical” or reel line was used to 
make an initial quick attack to hold the fire in check, or 
extinguish it all together if it were not too large or well 
seated.  The “Chemical” tanks are basically large soda 
acid fire extinguishers.

We are grateful to the King family for their generous 
donation.

15Spring 2013   |     LACountyFireMuseum.com

mailto:FireWarden%40LACountyFireMuseum.com?subject=FW%20Editorial


FIREHOUSE TERMINOLOGY #3
By Paul Schneider

here is a term for you truckies out there.  On the la County Fire department we carry a ladder on our trucks 
that is commonly known as the “Baby” banger.  This ladder is a 14’ extension ladder that has a multitude 
of uses.  Why in the world is this ladder called a “Baby” banger?  Maybe it is actually a “Bab Bangor”.  now 
those of you who have been to Maine or know US Geography may know of a place known as Bangor Maine.  
So how does Bangor Maine play in to the story of our 14’ extension ladder?  Bangor Maine was the home of 
the Bangor Extension ladder Company and the Bangor Extension ladder Company made wood extension 
ladders for the fire service.

 These ladders were the invention of Major James M. davis a joiner from Bangor and a Civil War Veteran.  
davis is credited with being the first person to develop an extension ladder with permanently attached 
tormentor poles that would fit flush to the ladder while stored on the truck or ladder wagon. When needed 
at a fire the poles would easily swing out to assist in lifting the ladder as well as stabilize the ladder 

once in place. General Joseph Smith, a Civil War 
Congressional Medal of honor winner saw the value 
of davis’ ladder and purchased davis’ interest in the 
ladder and set up the Bangor Extension ladder Co.  
By 1890 hundreds of Bangor ladders were in service 
in most major cities.  new York purchased 200 while 
both Boston and Chicago had at least 50 in service.  
Shortly after 1900 the company went out business 
after more than 25 years.  This information i found 
on the internet.

Other companies would continue producing 
the “Bangor” style ladder such as Seagrave and 
american laFrance.  Our department had 50’ 
extension ladders equipped with tormentor poles 
from both of these companies.  These heavy ladders 
were known as “Bangors” even though the company 

that gave them their name was but a memory for 
nearly fifty years by the time we purchased ladders 
of this style and length.  The la Fire department 
however was using them on some of their earliest 
truck companies that were pulled by horses.  We 
also had 45’ aluminum extension ladders that were 
equipped with tormentor poles.  These ladders were 
three sections and were carried on our Snorkels and 
early 1970S rear mount american laFrance trucks.  
These aluminum ladders were ungainly and i for 
one am glad we only use the wood ladders now.  

So the term “Bangor” has been around the fire 
service for nearly 140 years and back when we had 
the big 50’ “Bangors” it only made since to nickname 
the 14’ extension ladder the “Baby Bangor”.  and as 
we all know, in the firehouse, nicknames stick.

BABY BANGER
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GUEST FIREFIGHTER’S STORIES
GUEST FIREFIGHTER:  Lon Myers - VIA email after reading Fire Warden Volume 22 - Issue 4 Winter 2012

Paul,
i couldn’t help myself with an ear 
to ear grin when i saw the picture 
on page 17 (Fire Warden vol 22/4) 
of E-504 sitting in front of Station 
165 in Huntington Park.  i can tell 
you that the picture was taken 
approximately between March of 
1971 and about July 1971.

We took over Huntington Park 
Fire on  1/1/1971.  i was on duty 
that day (B shift) and we held a 
formal line-up ceremony at FS 
164 with outgoing Huntington 
Park guys, City Officials, County 
Officials, and new LA County 
guys (with the exception of their 
Engineers staying at Huntington 
Park).

E-504 was a reserve rig in Battal-
ion 13 and was assigned as first 
line engine at FS 165.  Just prior 
to taking over Huntington Park 
Fire, the open cab Crown that was 
regularly assigned at Huntington 
Park FS2 (LA County FS165) was 
involved in a T-C at Florence and 
State Street, it almost totaled the 
rig with the Huntington Park Cap-
tain ending up in the Hospital for 
an extended period.
 
The reason i can guess on the 
dates is because it took us about 3 
months to paint the Station (our-
selves) and in the picture it looks 
finished.  The infamous warehouse 
color “Clemente Buff” (beige) with 
a darker brown trim was used.  The 
previous color was a darker green 
with a darker green trim.  The very 
heavy wrought iron covering all the 
windows was removed, by my Cap-
tain’s order  (Edward “OLE Olsen”).
 
The 1951 Coast international En-
gine 504 was a solid fire truck.  
WOW! it drove like a TRuCK!  no 
power steering or breaks, and YES 
we Firemen rode the tailboard.  
What a thrill, i could write a page on 
that subject alone! (*Editors note: 
OK Lon, write it up and send it in!)
 
The late model Crown, old Engine 
2, was returned to us from the 

shops (beautiful engine, looked like 
new) in about July, give or take, and 
E-504 went back into reserve status 
in Battalion 13.  We were happy to 
see it go! 
 
The other equipment at FS165 at 
that time was a OnE man Rescue 
Squad, about a 1957 Ford, with 
an E&J resuscitator that weighted 
close to 50lbs, with three men on 
the engine and one on the squad.  
(Yes it ran with other engines).  

We also had a Truck Co.  Well if you 
could call it that!  it was a crank-up 
by hand 35’ wooden arial ladder-
truck.  never saw anything like it.  
We used it in the ally behind a large 
pet store fire on Pacific Blvd. to lad-
der the roof one night.  My foot 
went thru one of the rungs.  it was 
taken O/S  and i saw it several years 
later at Wayside Honor Rancho 
used for changing light bulbs.  FS 
164’s Truck, an old Peter Pirsch, was 
taken O/S about the first week in 
January due to the turn table falling 
apart!  We were told by the Hunting 
Park FF Specialist’s that ALL mainte-
nance to equipment and buildings 
was stopped immediately after the 
LA County/Hunting Park facilities/
equipment survey was taken $$.

The other Firemen at FS165 at that time were;
 
a Shift  BC John Englund
Capt. nate Wilson
FFS.  Orville Stoltz  (from Hunting Park Fire)
FF.    Steve “Fire Bat” Johnson
FF.    Danny Dingillo
 
B Shift  BC Jack Hinton with driver Heyden Swingle (one of a kind)
Capt. Edward “Ole” Olsen a fixture at FS16
FFS.  Jim Evans  (from HunTinGTOn PARKFire)
FF.    Lon Myers (Me)
FF.    Jack Lee (now retired form LB Fire, he quit & County wouldn’t 
let him back. (One year rule)
 
C Shift  BC ???
Capt. Bill Reynolds
FFS.  Glen Snoeberger 
FF.    Bob “Malibu” Martin
FF.    Dave Heath
 
Memory isn’t what it used to be!  Great Station/Battalion/
Crews
 
Lon Myers
1967-69 uS Army
1969-2002 LA County Fire

*Editors Note: Photos evoke memories and emotions.  
After receiving this letter from Lon, your Museum felt 
that we had to own the photo. Now it has a great story 
behind it shared with all of you that brings the history 
of the Department alive. It isn’t the gear that makes 
OUR history important, it is the people. Please con-
sider the LACo Fire Museum instead of eBay. If we did 
not print this in the last issue, the photo and the mem-
ories would not be here for all to see and remember.

Photo is now part of the Museum Collection 
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CALLING All LACoFD Retirees

Attention all retirees!!  
We need 

your help.  Most of you were financial 
supporters of the fire museum before 
you retired.  What you may not realize is 
that your monthly contributions to your 
Fire Museum cease upon your retirement.  
Most retirees do not realize this.  We are 
currently carrying 800 retirees on our 
membership list that are nOT paying dues 
any longer.  Sending you our quarterly 

newsletter costs us $4000 a year and we 
do so because of your years of support.  

Active duty LA County Firefighters are 
asked to contribute $20/month now, and 
many are.  These contributions are the 
lifeblood of our organization and are the 
reason we are able to preserve so much 
of our history.  if all 800 non-dues paying 
retirees would contribute $20/month 
we’d be able to achieve so much more.  

When you were active duty members your 
dues were automatically deducted from 

your checks.  now that you are retired 
there are a few ways you can contribute 
automatically every month.  One is if you 
are F&A Federal Credit union member. 
The credit union will set up a monthly 
transfer into our account.  Contact the 
Credit union, Olivia Ortiz: 800-222-1226 
Ext: 5212), or: ORTiZO@fafcu.org to get 
this set up. if you are already a member 
of the union, go to our website at  
w w w . l a c o u n t y f i r e m u s e u m .

c o m / D o c u m e n t s / F a n d A . p d f 
to download the form directly. Another 
way is to set up automatic payment 
through your bank of choice.  Email Paul 
“OP” Oyler for our account information at  
membership@lacountyfiremuseum.com.  

You can also go to our website and 
make monthly donations there, 
but that will require you to do so 
every month.  You can also make 
an annual donation via our website  
www.lacountyfiremuseum.com/Donate.
html or by sending a check to:

LA County Fire Museum
9834 Flora Vista St
Bellflower, Ca. 90706

Whichever method is easiest for you 
please consider renewing your financial 
support for your Fire Museum and also 
consider us in your estate planning.  
Remember we are a 501(C)(3), tax exempt 
organization so your contributions are tax 
deductible.  

And one last thing, take a look around your 
garage or attics and see if you have any of 
your old Fire Department items such as 
helmets, turn-outs, tools, photographs, 
etc.  We hate to see these items end up 
on Ebay after a firefighter passes away.  Be 
sure those items go where they belong.   
Somewhere where the user of the items 
will be remembered.  And don’t forget 
to write down some your stories of your 
career and send them to us as well !! 

(See pages 8 and 16)   Thank you!!!!

WE HAD TO BUY IT!
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it is beautiful, isn’t it? it would not have lasted 
much longer if it had been left to the elements and an 
owner who did not want it any more. now, LACoFD Old 
Engine 7 is in a safe place. The Museum just saved it from 
being scrapped. This piece is one of many important piec-
es that the Los Angeles County Fire Museum is preserving 
and restoring, along with thousands of artifacts and pho-
tographs of fire fighting history.

Your estate planning today can play a huge part in the 
preservation of your los angeles County Fire depart-
ment’s  firefighting history.

TO MaKE YOUr BEQUEST to the County of Los 
Angeles Fire Museum Association, please use the fol-
lowing language: 
“To the County of los angeles Fire Museum as-
sociation in Bellflower, Ca, i give ___________% of 
my estate.”   Or you can name a fixed dollar amount.

COnTaCT US:
Phone: 562-925-0234
Email: PlannedGiftinfo@LACountyFireMuseum.com
Web: www.LACountyFireMuseum.com/Donate.html

The County of Los Angeles Fire Museum Association is a 501(c)(3), tax-exempt organization. 

Preserving The History of the
Los Angeles County Fire Department

nobody wants to think about their own end but we all know it is 
inevitable.  i love the Woody Allen quote; “i’m not afraid of dying 
i just don’t want to be there when it happens”.  Classic.  As a non-
profit organization we look at all means of funding and support 
and it has been recommended to us numerous times to appeal 
to our members to remember us in their estate planning.  not 
my favorite topic but it is one we need to consider.  We do good 
work at the Museum, and our mission is a solid one.  Those of us 
lucky enough to be LA County Firefighters have a legacy worthy 
of remembrance and worthy of commitment. Maybe it is not 
such a bad idea after all.

Recently we received a call from one of our many loyal and 
dedicated supporters.  He wanted to know if he could write the 
Museum into his will, as he wanted to bequest $25,000 to our ef-
forts.  We were really impressed and humbled that this individ-
ual who is not an LA County Firefighter thinks so highly of the 
Museum that he would do such a thing.  A few years ago Chief 
James (Jim) Turner left us $5000 in his will and he had also, 
before his passing, donated the 1915 Model T Chief’s buggy he 
had lovingly restored.  We have also received verbal commit-
ments from a couple of other LACoFD retirees that they would 
remember the Museum in their wills.  

now we really hope all of these generous folks are around for a 
very long time, but it sure is quite a compliment to us that they 
feel we have created an organization worthy of such support.  
So to those of you who have already done so, THAnK YOu!!  To 
those of you who have not yet considered the Museum for such 
giving, please do so.   There are even tax benefits that you can 
enjoy right now for supporting non-profits, like the Museum, in 
such a fashion.  Help us keep our LACOFD story alive for future 
generations!  

YES! Please send me information 
on how to include the County of 
Los Angeles Fire Museum Asso-
ciation in my will!

I have already included the 
County of Los Angeles Fire Mu-
seum Association in my will.

PH
O

TO
: S

T.
 A

M
A

n
T

Name
Address
City
State                                                          Zip  
Country
Email

Mail to:   County of Los Angeles Fire Museum
Office of Estate Planning
9834 Flora Vista Street
Bellflower, CA 90706
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