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1 0 0  Ye a r s  o f  F a m i l y  S e r v i c e

The year 2012 motivates me to reflect on a bit of personal family history.  This year 
marked the 100th anniversary of my Grandfather becoming a fire-

man.  One hundred years of a Schneider family tradition.  Since 1912 nine Schneiders, three genera-
tions, have been career firefighters.  Two other Schneiders are working toward becoming firefighters 
now.  One just completed four years in the uS Air Force where he was a firefighter, and another is a 
reserve Firefighter with the Vernon Fire Department, and will soon be graduating from the Daniel 
Freeman Paramedic program.  Hopefully they are both successful in launching the fourth genera-
tion of our family in the fire service.  Growing up in the fire family has been an honor and a privilege, 
and i am so very thankful that Grandpa Schneider answered the calling all those years ago.  i can 
only imagine what it was like to be a fireman when most of the fire equipment was pulled by horses 
and gasoline powered fire engines were still new and unproven.  What an exciting time it must have 
been.  

Too hot!  Those two words pretty much sum up this summer at the museum.  Basically 
it has been too hot to get much done on restoration work so we have little to 

report on that topic.  We have been working on updating our organizational structure and expense 
tracking though.  We hired a new legal advisor and CPA and have used the hot weather as an excuse 
to spend some much needed time in the office to catch up on administrative tasks.  Not our favorite 
thing to do, since we are far more comfortable working with tools and metal than we are with paper 
and computers.  it is actually amazing how much “office” type of stuff there is to do to run this orga-
nization.  But it does pay off.  V.P. Joe Woyjeck has been fostering a relationship with Valvoline that 
recently lead to Valvoline donating $25,000, all the product we need for two years, and $7,500 worth 
of Museum T-shirts.   So i guess “office” type work is not all bad.

Despite the heat we did host a carshow in conjunction with Bellflower’s annual giant carshow.  We 
had nearly twenty firefighter owned hot rods and classic cars on display in our parking lot, BBq hot 
dogs and burgers, and an excellent band cranking out classic old school surf style music.  i always 
enjoy our carshows.  in August we brought two of our vintage fire engines to the Pomona Fair-
grounds where they were incorporated into some very interesting displays.  earlier today we were 
assisted by our good friends from “Kenny”s Tow” retrieving our equipment from the fair to bring 
them home.  Luckily we got that job done early but you know what?  it was still HOT!!!   Overall, as 
usual, we have been very busy.  

We hope you enjoy this edition of the Fire Warden and thank you and our sponsors for your contin-
ued support! 

Paul Schneider
President
Los Angeles  County Fire Museum

FROM THE PRESIDENT

1913 photo of Fireman Theodore Frederick Schneider (3rd from right) as a member of the Los Angeles Fire 
Department (1912-1924). He retired as a Captain of the Los Angeles County Fire Department (1924-1955).

© 2012 Los Angeles County Fire Museum. This material may not be reproduced without the express permission of the publisher.
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ABOuT YOur Fire MuSeuM: 

The County of Los Angeles Fire Museum Associa-
tion is a public benefit nonprofit 501(c)(3) corpo-
ration, established in 1975 and incorporated in 
1989. Acquisitions, restorations and operating 
funds are supported by monthly and annual 
membership dues paid by over 3,000 active-duty 
Los Angeles County fire fighters, retirees, mem-
bers of other fire departments, and the public.

The museum’s collection includes more than 60 
examples of historic apparatus, some dating back 
to the late 1800s, as well as hundreds of artifacts 
and thousands of photographs. The most popu-
lar vehicles in the collection are the original para-
medic/rescue Squad 51 and the two engine 51s 
from the 1970s television show emergency! The 
collection is currently housed in warehouse loca-
tions in South Gate and Bellflower, California.

The Museum Association is governed by a seven-
member board of directors, nominated and elect-
ed by the membership every two years. All board 
members are non-compensated volunteers who 
provide the organization longevity in leadership 
and forward-thinking vision for the future. James 
O. Page was the sitting president at the time of his 
passing in 2004. randolph Mantooth has served 
as honorary chairman and spokesperson since 
2005.

BUY Museum photos:
www.LACoFireMuseum.com

UPCOMING ELECTION

Soon we will be exercising a right that far too many people around the 
world are denied, the right to choose our government. i.e., the right to 
vote.  With this right comes responsibility; for the choices we make will 
not only affect us, these choices will affect our families, friends, neigh-
bors, and our Country.  

We should remember that this right was not, and is not free.  Count-
less people throughout our Nation’s history have fought to secure and 
preserve this right.  Many have indeed laid down their very lives so that 
we, as a Nation of free people, could be blessed with this and so many 
other basic human rights.   We should all honor those brave Americans 
who have protected our rights, and those who continue to put their 
lives in harms way, by taking the responsibility of voting seriously.  

We all have a responsibility to choose wisely, to explore both sides of 
the issues, to research each candidate, to ensure that we take the time 
to be able to base our decisions on election Day not on emotion but on 
sound research.  it is up to each and every one of us to work through 
the hype and sound bite politicking and make educated decisions on 
all the issues presented, and on all the candidates vying for our sup-
port.  

As Firefighters we take an oath to uphold and defend the Constitution 
of the united States of America.  This is an oath i take seriously and an 
oath that guides me on each and every election Day.  We may celebrate 
our independence on July 4th, but we exercise that independence on 
election Day! 

Paul Schneider, President

Tuesday November 6, 2012

http://www.LACoFireMuseum.com
http://www.LACoFireMuseum.com


RANDOM SHOT
By Paul Schneider

From our photo archive, just in time to ring in the Fall Fashion season, comes this image of the smart dressed LA County Forester ready to 
battle the red demon wherever he may attempt his dastardly deed.  Knee high boots are sure to protect our stalwart warrior from those 
pesky thorns and irritable rattlers.  riding pants afford the gentleman firefighter airy comfort and freedom of movement.  A sharp short 
wool coat offers the sportier of “man about weeds” a dashing counter to the more elegant and refined full length coat also featured this 
season.  Surely you will agree that our regal bow tie and rugged Stetson hat set each ensemble off quit nicely.  Of course no manner of 
finely attired gent is prepared to engage in battle without the accruements expected of any Knight, hence the exquisite White motor 
pumper resplendent in Forest Green and the newly created brilliant Chrome.  To extend the fire quenching reach of our trusty stead 
comes the handy dandy “indian Back Pack”.  Talk about accessorizing!   Appearances don’t lie ladies and gentleman as can be seen by 
our drivers zealous expression.  The Mountains of LA County have never been more attractive.  Fall is upon us and we look stunning!! 
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The Los Angeles County Fire Museum is a 501(c)(3) 
non-profit organization. The Museum’s Fire Warden 
newsletter is in its 21st year of production, and this is-
sue is the first time we offered the opportunity for com-
panies to partner with us by advertising in the news-
letter. Our advertisers support the conservation of the 
history of the Los Angeles County Fire Department.  

The PDF version of this newsletter, which is always 
available on our website, is an interactive issue with 
live links to all of our advertising partners websites.  
 
4000 copies of the newsletter are printed on high 
quality glossy paper, in 4X4 color, and mailed to our 

Become an advertiser with the 
Los Angeles County Fire Museum 

and support the conservation 
of the history of the 

Los Angeles County Fire Department.

The Los Angeles County Fire Museum is a 
501(c)(3) non-profi t organization that publish-
es a quarterly newsletter, the FIRE WARDEN, 
which is in its 21st year of production. We are 
offering the opportunity to partner with the Mu-
seum by advertising in our newsletter.

There is a high quality print run of 4000 4X4, 
60lb or 100lb gloss book Fire Warden copies, 
and an interactive PDF downloadable version 
remains avaiable on our website.  Many of our 
issues have become collectibles and are found 
circulating and being traded for many years.

The printed FIRE WARDEN is mailed to our 
active Los Angeles County Fire Department 
fi refi ghter museum members, local city and 
county offi cials, select fi re chiefs, VIPs from 
various other fi re departments and EMS 
personnel. 

The museum sends out digital 
copies to our associate mem-
bers and our ever growing e-
mail list. This list is heav-
ily weighted with 
EMS personnel from 
all over the country 
(and the world). As 
fans of our EMERGEN-
CY! TV show vehicles, 
Squad 51 & both Engine 
51s, they follow us closely. 
Many of these readers are 
direct buyers from the fi re and 
EMS arena.

Inside the Fire Warden you will 
fi nd  articles  of historical  impor-
tance relating to our collection, cur-
rent events, biographies on key Los 
Angeles County Fire Department per-
sonnel, and much more.

Spring 2012
FIRE WARDEN

Issue Facts

• 3350 printed and mailed
• 650 printed to hand out at the 

museum
• Over 45,000 PDF downloads

Make your ad size & issue
choice, email your info to:

Sales@LACountyFireMuseum.com
for payment information.

         2
012 PRINT MEDIA KIT

Combined media types 
equal nearly 50,000 copies 
in circulation that could be 
in YOUR customer’s hands

LACo Firefigher, retired, and associate members. 
The PDF versions are placed on our website. each 
issue will remain on our website as an archived edi-
tion. Tens-of-housands are downloaded from our 
website, building circulation and constantly provid-
ing a new audience for our advertising partners. 
 
From all of the Museum members,  a big thank you to 
all of our new partners. We look forward to your con-
tinued support. 
 
if you are interested in joining us as a partner please 
email FireWarden@LACountyFireMuseum.com for 
more information. 

A D V E R T I S I N G P A R T N E R S

http://www.lacountyfiremuseum.com/mediakit
mailto:FireWarden%40LACountyFireMuseum.com?subject=Partner%20Information
mailto:FireWarden%40LACountyFireMuseum.com?subject=Partner%20Information
mailto:FireWarden%40LACountyFireMuseum.com?subject=Partner%20Information
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Kristen Connors, randalph Mantooth’s wife, Kevin Tighe, and Los Angeles County Fire Chief Daryl L. Osby

randOlph ManTOOTh- KEVin TiGhE
MadE hOnOrarY FirE ChiEFS BY ThE COUnTY OF lOS anGElES FirE dEparTMEnT

Pasadena, CA- 

On May 12, the County of Los Angeles Fire Department held its 2012 Valor Awards ceremony.  it was a great event that paid 
tribute to numerous Los Angeles County  firefighters, along with members of the community who chose to get involved.   
Your Los Angeles County Fire Museum provided engine and Squad 51, from the 1970s television show “emergency!”, for the 
ceremonies. The rigs stood proudly at the entrance of the event and reminded people of the impact that the Los Angeles 
County Fire Department has had on “Paramedicine”.

randoph Mantooth and Kevin Tighe, who played Firefighter/Paramedics Johnny Gage and  roy DeSoto on the show, were  
to be guest speakers and initially thought that all they would be doing is presenting awards.  instead, they both received a 
very special award.  

HONORARY FIRECHIEFS
By Joe Woyjeck

“emergency!” ran from 1972 to 1979 and drew more than 30 
million viewers each week. The drama about the lives of L.A. 
County Firemen and paramedics also garnered more serious 
accolade in 1978 when the American Medical Association 
said that the show was highly instrumental in revolutioniz-
ing the face of emergency medicine across the country. To 
honor their role in this, both randolph Mantooth and Kevin 
Tighe were given the title “Honorary Chief”,by Los Angeles 
County Fire Chief Daryl L. Osby. 

Both were presented with custom white Cairns leather “Hon-
orary Chief” fire helmets with custom made leather shields 

crafted by LA County Firefighter Bill Boyce. They were both 
asked to say a few words. Kevin Tighe was very humble and 
appeared to be truly honored.  randoph Mantooth was un-
able to attend, but sent the following note that Kevin Tighe 
read to the audience:

To say i’m disappointed in not being with you all tonight 
is an understatement. To be recognized by the Los Ange-
les County Fire Department means more to me than you’ll 
ever know. unfortunately though, life has thrown me a 
curve ball i never saw coming, and i am unable to attend.
i want to thank my wife, Kristen Conners, for representing 

PHOTO BY: DOuGLAS MOrriSON



me, and accepting this recognition in my stead. i want to 
thank Chief Daryl Osby for making this possible. On a side 
note….Chief, i know you and the department are facing 
very challenging times right now, but i’ve always felt in 
my heart you were the man to meet those challenges.            
                                 
i want to thank Joe Woyjeck, Paul Schneider and the 
County of Los Angeles Fire Museum, whose fingerprints 
are all over this recognition, i’m sure.

i want to thank the Los Angele County Fire Department 
for, not only providing me with a career for those seven 
long, but incredibly short years we shot the show, but 
also for instilling in me a sense of Honor, Duty, Loyalty 
and Purpose.
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HONOrArY Fire CHieFS continued from Page 6

And lastly, i want to thank my squad partner and best 
friend, Kevin Tighe.  For, without his “roy DeSoto”, my 
“Johnny Gage” would have meant nothing. 

Thank you,  
Signed, randy

The County of Los Angeles Fire Department holds the posi-
tion of Honorary Fire Chief as something very special.  ran-
dolph and Kevin joined a very small group of distinguished 
people who have been awarded the title of “Honorary Fire 
Chief” , for instance one of them being Mr. Walt Disney.

Your County of Los Angeles Fire Museum was honored to 
help make this special day become a reality.

The Los Angeles County Fire Museum is pleased to an-
nounce that we have entered into a partnership with Chris-
topher robert Mallicoat.

Chris is an attorney who has been practicing law in South-
ern California for over nine years. He did his undergraduate 
studies at uCLA, and attended law school at the university 
of West Los Angeles. 

Chris brings a wealth of experience to this position, in 
which he will advise the museum on legal matters. He and 
his father, robert r. Mallicoat, have advised the County of 

LA Co Fire Museum  Hires New Lawyer
Los Angeles Firefighters’ Association and the Los Angeles 
County Fireman’s relief Association for more than 50 years.  
“Having the highest respect and admiration for Los Angeles 
County Firefighters, i very much look forward to working 
with the Los Angeles County Fire Museum in their efforts to 
maintain and keep the history of this dignified group alive,” 
Chris said.

The Los Angeles County Fire Museum welcomes Chris and 
looks forward to working with him in the near future. 

 Joe Woyjeck 



THE RETURN OF ENGINE 7
By Paul Schneider

in April we were fi-
nally success-

ful in acquiring a 1949 General 
Pacific pumper that had served as 
engine 7.  We have known of the 
existence and the location of this 
engine for about four years. We 
were haggling over the price.  At 
long last we worked a deal, and 
hired a transport to bring engine 7 
home from Napa. it was soon to be 
scrapped to salvage the motor.  We 
actually have Matt Winters to thank 
for identifying which General this 
one was.  We are excited about this 
acquisition. it really needs a ton of 
work and will demand countless 
hours of our time. it is perfect be-
cause our knuckles really haven’t 
been busted too much lately.  

Ok, well actually we Are excited, be-
cause this type of engine was very 
powerful, functional, modern and 
will be the first of that era from our 
Department that we will restore.  An 
interesting fact is that this is the type 
of engine that is on most of our engi-
neer badges.  Affectionately known as 
“Generals” they were either built on a 
Kenworth chassis, or what was known 
as an available chassis, and were the 
first apparatus in the County to have 
air brakes. if you have never driven a 
fire engine that doesn’t have air brakes 
you’re really missing out.  

The Kenworth chassis came with a 
powerful Hall Scott engine and a 
1000 GPM pump.  The Generals built 
on available chassis had a much less 

powerful Waukesha engine and a 
750 GPM pump. Luckily only two 
were purchased so equipped.  We 
only had nine Generals and they 
were assigned to eng.6, eng.7, 
eng.12, eng.22, eng.51, eng.54, 
eng.60, eng.70 and eng.33.  

Aside from the General we now 
have, some of you may have seen 
another old LA County General on 
top of a building at Vernon and 
Alameda in the City of Vernon.  
That may be old eng.54 which my 
Grandfather placed in service as the 
second engine at old 14s.  Look for 
it at the Se corner of that intersec-
tion.  it is actually well maintained 
and in great shape.  We tried to get 
that one but the building owner 
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THe reTurN OF eNGiNe 7 continued from Page 8

really likes having 
it.  Once our cur-
rent restorations are 
complete we may 
make this our next 
project and  tear the 
old General down 
and bring it back 
to life.   There are a 
lot of retirees who 
remember working 
on the Generals and 
it would be great for 
them to see one re-
stored.  

We have had some 
retirees from 7s 
and other houses 
step up and make 
rather sizeable do-
nations toward the 
General’s restoration.  We greatly appreciate their gen-
erosity toward this project as it will cost a great deal of 
money to get the job done right. This will include an ex-

tensive tear down, 
replace all the wir-
ing, go through all 
the mechanicals, 
and even upgrade 
the brakes.  rigs of 
this size and power 
need to be able to 
stop well. even with 
the air brakes it has, 
we may upgrade 
the entire system to 
include the installa-
tion of Maxi brakes.  
Many of our ap-
paratus move bet-
ter than they stop! 
Safety first right?  
We can always use 
money to get the 
work done. Con-
sider helping out, 

make some time and come visit us to see what we are 
up to.   Come see old engine 7 in all its “barn find splen-
dor,” complete with rat nests and cobwebs!  

lOS anGElES COUnTY FirEFiGhTErS
& rETirEd laCo FirEFiGhTErS

Do you have a story to tell?

Do you have an idea for an article, a word for 
Firehouse Terminology, or an historical photo 
that you would like to share with our readers?

We are interested in hearing from you.

You may submit your ideas to:
FireWarden@LACountyFireMuseum.com
Please put   FW Editorial   in the subject line

We are only accepting submissions from  active and retired 

LACo Firefighters at this time, thank you.

9Fall 2012    |      LACountyFireMuseum.com

http://www.airexchange.com
mailto:FireWarden%40LACountyFireMuseum.com?subject=FW%20Editorial


ERRATA Printed SUMMER ISSUE: 
Page 14:  Chief Turner (not Chief Spence D. Turner) donated to the museum.  Also, it was the chief who lovingly restored the 
               Model T,  “he” not “we”.
Page 18:  LeAnn Clark, from Pennsylvania, also donated her EMERGENCY! collection. Thank you LeAnn, and our apologies for 
               inadvertantly missing this recognition in the article.

http://www.livepositively.com


FIREHOUSE TERMINOLOGY #1
By Paul Schneider

PHOTOS BY: ST. AMANT

Fire engines were pulled by men!  Back in the days before 
there was such a thing as a paid professional fire depart-
ment, colorful volunteer companies tried valiantly to control 
destructive flames from leveling their communities.  When 
the bell rang, men pulled their fire engines, ladder wagons, 
and hose carts to the fire.  upon arriving on scene, they then 
had to manually operate the “engine” or hand pumper.  

“Fitness for Life” was a long, long way off, and our heroes of 
the day were not all in the best of shape. So suffice it to say, 
that many a building fell to the ravages of flame and grav-
ity.  So, anyway, back in the day when the bell rang the fire-
man ran to the fire, and ever since then, a response has been 
known as a “run”.  

When horses were used to pull fire apparatus the horses ran, 
so the term still made perfect sense.  Now, my cousin who is 
a LAFD Captain ii has his own idea here, which i happen to 

continued on Page 12
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rUn For a long time now i have wanted 
to write down and explain certain 
terms we use in the firehouse, but i 

kept putting it off. Well, the time has come to get this done.  
The terminology that really interests me is that which is 
rooted in fire service history, terms that are commonly used 
every day without consideration of where they came from.  
There are so many rich terms; i will continue to cover them 
in future articles. Let’s begin exploring this rich part or our 
history…

Consider this installment number 1, and please send us 
terms that have history.  Of course there are plenty of terms 
in the firehouse that we cannot explore here so use your 
heads before “helping” us out.  

So why do we call our emergency responses “runs”?  This 
one is pretty easy……i hope.  Way back before fire engines 
had air conditioning...  Way back before fire engines had 
roofs...  Way back before fire engines had automatic trans-
missions even..!

The Museum’s 1860 Button Handpumper
Hand Pumped - Hand Pulled - required 24 or more people to operate the seesaw - type pump levers



FireHOuSe TerMiNOLOGY continued from Page 11

agree with, there are two types of responses: a call and  
a run.  Calls are medical and other non-fire responses.  A 
run is a fire response.  His reasoning?  “Because the horses 
never ran to an abdominal pain!”  Good point.   

The term “run” extended into another term when the 
horses replaced the men as the principle motive power 
for the fire equipment.  Not only were the horses charged 
with pulling the heavy steam engines, hose wagons, aeri-
als, ladder wagons, water towers, and all the assorted 
equipment, they also were privileged with carrying the 
weight of all the firemen.  

But alas!  Where upon the many and varied apparatus 
shall be festooned the brave firemen?  i got it!  The “run-
ning” boards!  Genius!  Oh and how about those guys rid-
ing on the tail of the steam engines?  Tail board! And yes, 
the running and tailboards were constructed of wood 
such as oak and often covered with ribbed, rubber mat-
ting.  (Stay clean people).  Later running boards would 
be covered in thin aluminum matting known as pyramid 
matting.  We actually have a few roles of this type of mat-
ting at the museum.  Luckily we know a guy that has an 
original machine used to make this type of anti-slip cov-
ering.  

And that’s it. Here we are so many years later still talking 
about how many runs we had after midnight, and so on, 
and so on.  Of course, if we only referred to the fire calls as 
runs we’d not have much to talk about would we?
 

The Museum’s early 1900’s Hook & Ladder Wagon pulled by Firemen
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Of all the vehicles we have in our Museum, the three vehicles that were used in the 1970s TV show “emergency!” are by far 
the most popular.  Squad 51 is the hands down star, followed closely by our 1973 Ward LaFrance that was “engine 51” for 
most of the shows run.  After that is the fire engine that first filled the role of “engine 51”.  That engine was actually in service 
as LA County FD engine 60 at universal Studios during the filming.  it is a 1965 Crown with an open cab. 

i am not exaggerating when i state that countless people across the globe absolutely adore these vehicles.  “emergency!” 
fans are very dedicated and cherish items related to the show.  Many spend years filling out their collections.  it is a large, 
friendly, and gracious community that has always treated the Museum well.  Their support has been, and continues to be, 
huge to our Museum’s success and growth.  

When restoring the “51s” we turned to the fans for 
screen shots of details of each vehicle and were re-
warded with a wealth of images that became the 
technical basis for our restorations.   Fans of “emer-
gency!” have insider knowledge that those who have 
never seen it do not.  They know that “emergency!”,  
a TV show that aired its last episode more than 30 
years ago, literally put the concept of fire based eMS 
on the world map.  it made the term “Paramedic” a 
household name and suddenly everybody wanted 
Paramedic service in their own communities.  Bottom 
line here is this: “emergency!’ revolutionized the fire 
service as well as pre-hospital care across the globe.  
What is my point here, you may ask?  My point is this: 
when dedicated fans of “emergency!” donate their 
entire collection of “emergency!’ artifacts to the Mu-
seum it’s a pretty big deal!   

Over a year ago, long time friend of the museum, 
richard Yokley, and fellow “emergency!” fan LeAnn Clark 

donated their own collections to Our ever growing collection of “emergency!” artifacts.  richard Yokley’s collection inven-
tory covers more than 6 single spaced typed pages!  That’s a lot of items, items that took years to track down and collect!!  We 
really appreciate Mr. Yokley’s generosity and continued support of our Museum.  We have some of his items on display and 
hopefully soon we will have space to share the rest with our many visitors.  We also wish to thank Ms. Clark for her donation 
as well.  The items she sent us serve well to compliment Mr. Yokley’s, and we are so happy to have all the wonderful items in 
these two collections.   Thank you richard, and thank you LeAnn!!

“EMERGENCY!” Collections Donated
By Paul Schneider
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Small portion of the donated eMerGeNCY! collection on display.

PHOTO: ST. AMANT



LA Co Fire Museum Hosts Car Show

BeLLFLOWer, Calif. -- On Sept. 8, 2012, your LA Co Fire Museum opened its doors to the public for a firefighter car show and 
BBq. This is an annual event that we host in conjunction with the Bellflower Car Show on Bellflower Boulevard. if you have 
never been to the Bellflower Car Show you are missing a great event that draws over 10,000 people to City’s downtown.

Our firefighter car show is just a small part 
of a much bigger event, but it’s always 
good to get together with car guys and 
gals from our Department and other fire 
departments as well.   it’s a good way 
for them to build new friendships and 
strengthen old ones off the job. At the 
museum, we think it’s important to show 
the community what we are doing, and see 
this as a good opportunity to do that, as 
well as be an active part of the community 
that supports us. 

We started the day with our monthly board 
meeting, in which we discussed new and 
old business for the museum. Once the 

meeting was over, we switched gears, so to speak, to get the museum ready for the car show. it was a typical September day 
in Southern California, so we were all sweaty after moving fire engines, sweeping the floors, setting up the BBq and other 
chores we had to do to prepare for the car show that ran from 2 p.m. to 7 p.m.

We had a good turnout. i’d estimate a couple of hundred people came 
through the museum that day. We all had a good time sharing stories 
with some of the retired firefighters who showed up. Many of them re-
called their real-life experiences on some of our museum fire engines. 
We also took time to remember some of the characters from our depart-
ment who are no longer with us.

Keep your eyes on our web site for next year’s event. We would like to 
thank those who attended, and a special “thank you” to our friends at 
Coke and Valvoline for helping to sponsor the event and to Tim “Mac” 
Macintyre for buying all the  food manning the BBq for hours!!  Thanks 
Tim!

By V.P. Joe Woyjeck
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LA Co Fire Museum Hosts Car Show
By V.P. Joe Woyjeck

LA Co Fire Museum Hosts Car Show
By V.P. Joe Woyjeck

riPTiDeS Guitarist Shreds for the crowd
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City of Bellflower’s Court came to visit!
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it is beautiful, isn’t it? it would not have lasted 
much longer if it had been left to the elements and an 
owner who did not want it any more. Now, LACoFD Old 
engine 7 is in a safe place. The Museum just saved it from 
being scrapped. This piece is one of many important piec-
es that the Los Angeles County Fire Museum is preserving 
and restoring, along with thousands of artifacts and pho-
tographs of fire fighting history.

Your estate planning today can play a huge part in the 
preservation of your los angeles County Fire depart-
ment’s  firefighting history.

TO MaKE YOUr BEQUEST to the County of Los 
Angeles Fire Museum Association, please use the fol-
lowing language: 
“To the County of los angeles Fire Museum as-
sociation in Bellflower, Ca, i give ___________% of 
my estate.”   Or you can name a fixed dollar amount.

COnTaCT US:
Phone: 562-925-0234
email: PlannedGiftinfo@LACountyFireMuseum.com
Web: www.LACountyFireMuseum.com/Donate.html

The County of Los Angeles Fire Museum Association is a 501(c)(3), tax-exempt organization. 

Preserving The History of the
Los Angeles County Fire Department

Nobody wants to think about their own end but we all know it is 
inevitable.  i love the Woody Allen quote; “i’m not afraid of dying 
i just don’t want to be there when it happens”.  Classic.  As a non-
profit organization we look at all means of funding and support 
and it has been recommended to us numerous times to appeal 
to our members to remember us in their estate planning.  Not 
my favorite topic but it is one we need to consider.  We do good 
work at the Museum, and our mission is a solid one.  Those of us 
lucky enough to be LA County Firefighters have a legacy worthy 
of remembrance and worthy of commitment. Maybe it is not 
such a bad idea after all.

recently we received a call from one of our many loyal and 
dedicated supporters.  He wanted to know if he could write the 
Museum into his will, as he wanted to bequest $25,000 to our ef-
forts.  We were really impressed and humbled that this individ-
ual who is not an LA County Firefighter thinks so highly of the 
Museum that he would do such a thing.  A few years ago Chief 
James (Jim) Turner left us $5000 in his will and he had also, 
before his passing, donated the 1915 Model T Chief’s buggy he 
had lovingly restored.  We have also received verbal commit-
ments from a couple of other LACoFD retirees that they would 
remember the Museum in their wills.  

Now we really hope all of these generous folks are around for a 
very long time, but it sure is quite a compliment to us that they 
feel we have created an organization worthy of such support.  
So to those of you who have already done so, THANK YOu!!  To 
those of you who have not yet considered the Museum for such 
giving, please do so.   There are even tax benefits that you can 
enjoy right now for supporting non-profits, like the Museum, in 
such a fashion.  Help us keep our LACOFD story alive for future 
generations!  

YES! Please send me information 
on how to include the County of 
Los Angeles Fire Museum Asso-
ciation in my will!

I have already included the 
County of Los Angeles Fire Mu-
seum Association in my will.
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Name
Address
City
State                                                          Zip  
Country
Email

Mail to:   County of Los Angeles Fire Museum
Office of Estate Planning
9834 Flora Vista Street
Bellflower, CA 90706
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DENVER Trip
By V.P. Joe Woyjeck

On Aug. 2, L.A. County Fire Museum President Paul Schnei-
der and i  attended the Fire rescue international expo  in 
Denver, Colo. But our first stop was the Denver Fire Museum.

Like many fire museums Denver’s 
was created using an old multi-
story fire station.  The building 
itself had great character, as did 
many of the fire apparatus on dis-
play. We were especially interest-
ed in their horse and hand drawn 
fire apparatus. 

The next day we attended the 
Fire rescue international equip-
ment expo. We were there mainly 
to publicize our museum and its 
current sponsors, and see if we 
could find some new ones.  The 
expo featured mostly firefight-
ing-related vendors, with very 
few eMS vendors in attendance.  

Paul and i had a great time catching up 
with some of the museum’s long-time supporters, but our 
main goal was looking for vendors interested in being viable 
partners (sponsors) for our museum. i say “partner” because 
for us it has always been a two-way street. We pride our-
selves on looking for sponsors who would benefit from the 
kind of exposure that the museum can provide by advertis-
ing in our quarterly newsletter, “Fire Warden”.

At the Waterous Pump booth we had a great conversation 
with Todd rogers about the history of pumps, the benefits 
between single and dual stage pumps, and how pumps 

S E E  T H I S  S P OT ?
Let them know you are out there.  
Advertise in the FIRE WARDEN 

and you will be supporting us at the 
same time!

OTHER’S WILL TO!
If you are interested in joining us as a 

partner please email 
FireWarden@LACountyFireMuseum.com 

for more information. 

have become so much more efficient.  Specifically, we talked 
about the cut away pumps that they had on display. Paul 
asked Todd, “What do you do with the old display pumps?” 
Todd said he thought they were put in storage at the ware-

house and we all agreed that an 
old cut away pump would be a 
great display piece at our muse-
um. Todd said he would see if they 
had any old pumps when he re-
turned to his office.  After talking 
to numerous vendors that day, 
we jumped on a plane and flew 
back to Long Beach. it was a busy 
overnight trip, but well worth it 
as we made a lot of new contacts, 
renewed some old friendships, 
and saw some cutting-edge fire 
equipment. 

About a week after returning from 
Denver i received an email from 
Todd rogers, the Waterous Pump 

rep, and he told me he had dug around 
the warehouse and was not able to find 

a pump for us to display. However, he did find a “cut away” 
pump transmission display that showed how it worked. Two 
weeks later the pump transmission display showed up at the 
museum and we are currently figuring out where and how 
to display it. Our goal is to actually have a motor on it so visi-
tors can see the transmission shift between gears. We think 
it’s a great addition to the museum and will be of interest to 
anyone from kids to our own firefighters. 

The museum would like to give a huge “Thank you” to our 
new partners at Waterous Pumps, especially Todd rogers.
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EMERGENCY! FANS...
Are you an  avid collector of the 

EMERGENCY! television show artifacts?

As an eMerGeNCY! television show fan, we realize your 
passion for collecting the artifacts from the 1970’s show. 
We also understand that there are a select number of fans 
who enjoy sharing their collections. There are only so many 
original artifacts remaining, and many fans who want to see 
them and enjoy the history like you do. 

One way that you can share your collection is to remem-
ber that the Los Angeles County Fire Museum is where fans 
come to celebrate the show. Our collection of eMerGeNCY! 
artifacts is growing be-
cause of fans like YOu. it is 
well known that the mu-
seum will safely archive 
the artifacts and provide a 
venue that will put them on 
display for all of the show’s 
fans to see. it will make you 
feel good to know that they 
will be exhibited very near 
the famous Squad and en-
gine 51!

You can bet, that if the 
show’s number one fan, randolph Mantooth, appreciates 
the artifact donation, many other fans will too!

if you are not quite ready to part with your collection in the 
near future, we would like to ask you to remember to be-
queath your collection to the Los Angeles County Fire Mu-
seum in your will. 

All you need to do is add the following to your will:
“To the County of los angeles Fire Museum association 
in Bellflower, Ca, i give my EMErGEnCY! artifact collec-
tion.”

if you are a collector of other firefighting artifacts, we would 
appreciate your donation equally as well. Oh, and cash be-
queaths to help preserve these collecions are very welcome! 
Don’t forget to let us know that you have included us in your 
will.

Thank you Valvoline
for your generous Museum sponsorship!

We cannot get it done without
our sponsors.
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$25,000, $7500 for Museum t-shirts, 
& all the product we need for 2 years!
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One BEaUTiFUl paint job! 
The los angeles County Fire Museum trusts Kenny’s to handle 

their precious collection, don’t you think you should too?

Museum’s 1941 Ford fire engine right after it was painted by Kenny’s! 

PH
O

TO
 B

Y:
 K

AT
H

rY
N

 S
T.

 A
M

A
N

T



9834 Flora Vista Street
Bellflower, CA 90706

www.LACountyFireMuseum.com

non-profit Organization
U.S. postage

paid
alhambra Ca
91802-9998
permit #60

Return Service Requested

OLD ENGINE 7
1949 General Pacific Pumper
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