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We have some exciting plans underway for 2010, but before I tell you 

about them, I’d like to reflect a bit on our accomplishments last year. 

• We completed our museum expansion feasibility study, and the favor-

able numbers confirmed that our plans remain sound. 

• We made great progress on our innovative exhibit development. 

• The board also moved forward on our new building plans. We hired a 

firm to develop the building programming, a vital step that will position us 

to begin our capital campaign in earnest. 

• We also began opening the Bellflower facilty to the public on the first 

Sunday of every month from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. (Note that we will not be 

open on Easter Sunday, April 4, 2010.) 

We managed all of this plus numerous open houses, a car show, many 

small tours, and countless hours of apparatus restoration and maintenance 

in our Bellflower and South Gate facilities.

You know, this really is a full-time job for us. Sometimes it gets over-

whelming and we ask ourselves, “Why are we doing this?” It usually doesn’t 

take long for something to remind us exactly why, and we move forward 

with renewed purpose. Here are some cases in point.

LACoFD Engineer Richard Carr was succumbing to brain cancer late in 

2009. We invited him and his family to our Bellflower facility, and he was so 

happy we did. Talking about his beloved 1966 Corvette while surrounded 

by your museum’s extensive collection had him smiling. We recalled those 

happier moments when we took Squad 51 to his funeral.

We also brought four engines and Squad 51 to LACoFD FFS Steve 

Herman’s funeral to show our members’ support for his family. He, too, 

had battled cancer. He served the department and the county’s citizens for 

more than 28 years; he was well respected and is sorely missed.

Sometimes our reminders arrive on an even larger scale. On August 

30, 2009, our department lost two of our brothers in the Station Fire. I was 

asked to help plan the memorial for Ted and Arnie. I immediately turned to 

my fellow museum board members Joe Wojeck and Paul Oyler. They both 

agreed to assist without hesitation.

I’m sure many of you participated in the memorial at Dodger Stadium. 

Eng16 B. Shift Capt. John Tuck was my right-hand man for that event. 
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Together with others from FS16 and Bn13 and Chris McKernan from 

FS71, we managed to check in, deploy, and display nearly 300 pieces of fire 

apparatus and other emergency vehicles – all in less than three hours. The 

display created a mile-and-a-half display of fire engines around Dodger 

Stadium. One of those engines belonged to the museum. 

Our 1981 ALF, which last served Eng140 and was very well maintained 

by its last crew, was re-numbered to Eng165 to honor Ted Hall, who was an 

engineer on Eng165. FS16 and Bn13 personnel spent many hours detailing 

the engine in preparation for the memorial. Coming back to 16s late one 

night after a long day in Commerce working on the memorial, I saw the 

result of their effort and dedication. The diamond plate and paint never 

looked so good. I was truly humbled. The old ALF was beautiful, and the 

165 number plates brought it all home. 

That engine was parked center stage at Dodger Stadium for Ted and 

Arnie. Every time I see the engine now at the museum, I think of our fallen 

brothers and those who worked so hard to show their respect.

There were other behind-the-scenes efforts, too. The museum created 

a just-in-time logistics website to help departments and other agencies 

attending the memorial check in and find their way. Joe Woyjeck built a rig 

to support the two beautiful American flags flown on the aerials at Dodger 

Stadium. He managed this feat the same week as the Southern California 

Fire/EMS Equipment Expo he was putting on in Cerritos.

Shortly after the Dodger Stadium event, I also helped with Ted’s per-

sonal service in Victorville. Paul Oyler and I successfully coordinated the 

display of the many pieces of fire apparatus for that service. FS16 personnel 

again helped by driving the ALF to the service and to Ted’s home after-

ward. Our area mechanics deserve a special thank you for making sure the 

old engine was up to the long drive.

The memorials meant a great deal of emotionally charged work, and 

I hope we never have to do something similar again. They represented a 

group effort by people who inspire me and the rest of your museum staff 

to preserve the legacy of our department and many wonderful fire fighters. 

You’re the reason why we’re doing this.

I mentioned exciting plans for this year. The board of directors has 

retained world-renowned museum consultants ERA of Los Angeles and 

museum exhibit design experts Jack Rouse & Associates of Cincinnati to 

provide a business plan and create a visitor experience design. We are 

moving forward with plans to construct a new museum and exhibit hall, 

including a restaurant as well as meeting and event facilities. In other 

words, we’re planning a new home that will rival world-class museums. We 

will be open to the public, and we’ll showcase our collection in diorama 

layouts that will feature state-of-the-art digital displays.

Fire apparatus aficionados will be able to come to the museum, have 

lunch in a fire department-themed grill, and explore Los Angeles County 

Fire Department history. If you are not yet a museum member, simply 

click the membership link at www.clafma.org and follow the easy steps 

there. Anyone can make a donation via the website or by mailing a check 

to: County of Los Angeles Fire Museum, James O. Page Memorial Building 

Fund, PO Box 3325, Alhambra CA 91803.  Thank you!

                        – President Paul Schneider

About your fire museum: 

The County of Los Angeles Fire 

Museum Association is a public 

benefit nonprofit 501(c)(3) 

corporation, established in 1975 

and incorporated in 1989. Acquisi-

tions, restorations and operating 

funds are supported by monthly 

and annual membership dues paid 

by 3,000 active-duty Los Angeles 

County fire fighters, retirees, 

members of other fire depart-

ments, and the public.

The museum’s collection includes 

more than 60 examples of historic 

apparatus, some dating back to 

the late 1800s, as well as hun-

dreds of artifacts and thousands 

of photographs. The most popular 

vehicles in the collection are the 

original paramedic/rescue Squad 

51 and Engine 51 from the 1970s 

television show EMERGENCY! The 

collection is currently housed in 

warehouse locations in South Gate 

and Bellflower, California.

The Museum Association is gov-

erned by a seven-member board of 

directors, nominated and elected 

by the membership every two 

years. All board members are 

non-compensated volunteers who 

provide the organization longevity 

in leadership and forward-think-

ing vision for the future. James O. 

Page was the sitting president at 

the time of his passing in 2004. 

Randolph Mantooth has served as 

honorary chairman and spokesper-

son since 2005.

Museum members responded to 

nomination forms for the board of 

directors last fall. In addition to 

the seven incumbent board mem-

bers, three additional candidates 

were nominated. Each of the three 

respectfully declined the nomina-

tions, and the incubents agreed to 

continue to serve.



Ted Hall Arnie Quinones



Captain Ted Hall and Fire Fighter Specialist Arnie Quinones died August 30, 2009, when their fi re 

truck rolled 800 feet down a hillside as they retreated from the Station Fire near Mount Gleason. 

The Station Fire became the largest wildfi re in Los Angeles County history, and offi cials launched a 

homicide investigation after deeming the blaze an act of arson.  A public memorial drew hundreds 

of mourners to Dodger Stadium on September 12, 2009, as did their respective funerals.
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