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A  M O n T h  O F  S E R V i C E

Summer is finally here! There is so much material that i do not know where 
to start.  The month of May is usually a very busy time for us and 

this May was even crazier than usual.  i dread May but then once it is all over i feel satis-
fied that we did well and represented our Museum, our Department and all of you, our 
supporters well.  
 
This May we had a few events that were rather emotional.  One service we try to provide 
when we can is support for our fire family at Funeral services and we were called upon 
to do so this May.  One of our brother firefighters lost his young wife to cancer and we 
brought an engine to the service and stood by as family and friends made their way into 
the church.  We received many thanks but it really was our honor to be able to give back to 
those we work with.  We really hope that our presence brought some measure of comfort 
to our brother, his family and friends.    

The next emotional event was to grant a “Make A Wish” Foundation request. We hosted 
a 17 year old young man battling cancer.  While we were so lucky to be able to provide 
a day of smiles and excitement to this brave young man and his family it was tough to 
face the reality of why were drawn together on that day.  More on that in this issue.  
 
A few days later we were at a memorial for a retired firefighter who was a dear friend of 
the Museum His son and daughter honored us in a way that really caught me off guard 
and i found myself almost unable to speak.  There will be more on that day as well, in this 
edition of the “Fire Warden”. 

in addition to all the special events we participated in during May, we also somehow 
managed to push along the progress on our 1903 American Steam engine and our 1930 
Moreland LACoFD Pumper J restorations, find a home for a 1948 American LaFrance 
from el Camino College, rearrange the parking of the apparatus displayed at the Bell-
flower facility, mount some equipment on old eng. 7, and a bunch of other stuff that 
goes along with day to day operations.   it’s been a very busy year and we have plenty 
of other events and efforts coming up to keep us occupied for the remainder of 2012.   
 
You may notice that for the first time, we have corporate sponsors who have partnered 
with us. We wish to thank them for their support. Please help us by using them when you 

find that their services fit your needs. Don’t forget to let them know where 
you heard about them. Have a great and safe summer and thank you for 
your continued support. 

Paul Schneider
President
Los Angeles  County Fire Museum

FROM THE PRESIDENT

Fire Service Day 2012: engine 51 reflecting Los Angeles County Fire Department’s Sikorsky Helicopter
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ABOuT YOur Fire MuSeuM: 

The County of Los Angeles Fire Museum Association 
is a public benefit nonprofit 501(c)(3) corporation, es-
tablished in 1975 and incorporated in 1989. Acquisi-
tions, restorations and operating funds are supported 
by monthly and annual membership dues paid by 
over 3,000 active-duty Los Angeles County fire fight-
ers, retirees, members of other fire departments, and 
the public.

The museum’s collection includes more than 60 ex-
amples of historic apparatus, some dating back to 
the late 1800s, as well as hundreds of artifacts and 
thousands of photographs. The most popular ve-
hicles in the collection are the original paramedic/
rescue Squad 51 and the two engine 51s from the 
1970s television show emergency! The collection is 
currently housed in warehouse locations in South 
Gate and Bellflower, California.

The Museum Association is governed by a seven-
member board of directors, nominated and elected 
by the membership every two years. All board mem-
bers are non-compensated volunteers who pro-
vide the organization longevity in leadership and 
forward-thinking vision for the future. James O. Page 
was the sitting president at the time of his passing 
in 2004. randolph Mantooth has served as honorary 
chairman and spokesperson since 2005.

BUY Museum photos:
www.LACoFireMuseum.com

Since 1980, the Make-A-Wish Foundation® has given hope, strength and 
joy to children with life-threatening medical conditions. From their hum-
ble beginnings with one boy’s wish to be a police officer, they’ve evolved 
into an organization that grants a child’s wish in the U.S. every 40 minutes.

boy’s struggles and pain melted away, 
even if for only a short time. i often 
gripe about how thankless our job at 
the museum seems at times. Well, this 
moment made all the hard work, all the 
countless hours, worth it.   We helped 
Blake into the Squad and he and “John-

ny Gage” drove 
off for a quick ride 
down the block and 
back.  Blake and his 
family were then 
given a ride in the 
recently restored 
1973 Ward LaFrance 
that was the second 
and more famous of 
the two rigs used 
as engine 51.  With 
the siren blaring we 
“responded around 
the block, Blake sit-
ting in the center 
seat up front with 

his hero randy next to him and his fam-
ily in the jump seats.   Pulling back into 
the museum we transferred everyone 
over to my favorite engine 51, our open 
cab 1965 Crown Firecoach.  (For you 
newer guys out there this engine is a 
true open cab.)

Off we went again around the block, 
and Blake was one happy kid. The day 
belonged to Blake, and we are so lucky 
to be in a position to make his wish 
come true.  The day would not have 
been complete without randolph Man-
tooth. randy Mantooth is one very nice 
and good man.  He and his wife Kristen 
are both staunch supporters of the Mu-
seum and the LACoFD. Thanks randy 
and Kristen for coming and spending 
your day with Blake.

We really enjoyed our time with Blake 
and his family and were very honored 
that such an important wish included 
us.  Thanks Blake!!

On Monday May 14 a seventeen year 
old named Blake came to the Museum   
from the Chicago area.  A dedicated 
“emergency!” fan since the age of two, 
he has been battling a terrible fight 
with cancer.  His wish was to come to 
Los Angeles to meet the crew of “Sta-
tion 51”  and see 
engine 51 and 
Squad 51.  Mu-
seum director 
Nancy McFar-
land put this 
together, along 
with randolph 
M a n t o o t h ’ s 
wife Kristen.  
Mr. Mantooth 
played a lead-
ing role in 
Blake’s favor-
ite TV show 
appearing for 
seven years as 
LACOFD Firefighter Paramedic John 
Gage.   

So prior to Blake’s visit we moved stuff 
around so that the “51s” were center 
stage, clean, and fueled up.  Of course, 
“Murphy” dropped by and we couldn’t 
get the Squad to start up until the ab-
solute last moment.  Mr. Mantooth, we 
call him randy, suggested that he drive 
the Squad down the street and drive in 
after Blake and his family were in our 
building.  This was a great idea, and 
went off very well.  

We showed Blake and his family the 
two engines used in the show and then 
Joe asked Blake what vehicle was miss-
ing.  Blake indicated that Squad 51 was 
not there just as randy drove up in the 
Squad with the lights on. Blake is heav-
ily medicated to suppress his seizures. 
He lit up with a big smile as the Squad 
entered the museum.  When he saw 
“Johnny Gage” climb out, i’d say that 

FiREFiGhTER’S 
CLASSiC CAR ShOW 

September 8 - 2pm to 7pm

On September 8th the Museum will 
be hosting a Firefighter’s Classic 
Car Show with classic cars owned 
by firefighters. There will be a no-
host Bar-B-que and a live band. At 
the same time, the city of Bellflower 
will be having the annual Bellflower 
Car Show on Bellflower Blvd. Come 
on out, have a great time and see  
wonderfully restored classic cars. 

FiREFiGhTERS...

if you would like to show your car, 
please make reservations early, $25 
to register. We have room for 20 cars. 
Please email your intent to:
carshow@lacountyfiremuseum.com

Plan on bringing your car into the 
Museum parking lot starting at noon.

Museum car show - 2010

http://www.LACoFireMuseum.com
http://www.LACoFireMuseum.com
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RANDOM SHOT
By Paul Schneider

Here is another image from the archive that makes me chuckle.  This was Station 30 prior to 1937.  Now i know we have a few houses in 
service to this day that are a bit tired, but this puts it all in perspective.  Of particular interest is the state of the art flag “pole”.  The little fire 
engine is a 1925 reO Obenchain Boyer.  We have one just like it in storage at our Southgate facility. Seven of these small engines were 
used in various districts of our early Department.  These were the least expensive engines any of our districts purchased.  The Depart-
ment bought what they could afford and made the best of it.  The reO in our collection is original engine 31.  No doubt this little house 
won no architectural awards, but it got the job done, i guess.   i think i will try to remember this image the next time i complain about 
my station’s AC being turned down to low!
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The Los Angeles County Fire Museum is a 501(c)(3) 
non-profit organization. The Museum’s Fire Warden 
newsletter is in its 21st year of production, and this is-
sue is the first time we offered the opportunity for com-
panies to partner with us by advertising in the news-
letter. Our advertisers support the conservation of the 
history of the Los Angeles County Fire Department.  

The PDF version of this newsletter, which is always 
available on our website, is an interactive issue with 
live links to all of our advertising partners websites.  
 
4000 copies of the newsletter are printed on high 
quality glossy paper, in 4X4 color, and mailed to 

Become an advertiser with the 
Los Angeles County Fire Museum 

and support the conservation 
of the history of the 

Los Angeles County Fire Department.

The Los Angeles County Fire Museum is a 
501(c)(3) non-profi t organization that publish-
es a quarterly newsletter, the FIRE WARDEN, 
which is in its 21st year of production. We are 
offering the opportunity to partner with the Mu-
seum by advertising in our newsletter.

There is a high quality print run of 4000 4X4, 
60lb or 100lb gloss book Fire Warden copies, 
and an interactive PDF downloadable version 
remains avaiable on our website.  Many of our 
issues have become collectibles and are found 
circulating and being traded for many years.

The printed FIRE WARDEN is mailed to our 
active Los Angeles County Fire Department 
fi refi ghter museum members, local city and 
county offi cials, select fi re chiefs, VIPs from 
various other fi re departments and EMS 
personnel. 

The museum sends out digital 
copies to our associate mem-
bers and our ever growing e-
mail list. This list is heav-
ily weighted with 
EMS personnel from 
all over the country 
(and the world). As 
fans of our EMERGEN-
CY! TV show vehicles, 
Squad 51 & both Engine 
51s, they follow us closely. 
Many of these readers are 
direct buyers from the fi re and 
EMS arena.

Inside the Fire Warden you will 
fi nd  articles  of historical  impor-
tance relating to our collection, cur-
rent events, biographies on key Los 
Angeles County Fire Department per-
sonnel, and much more.

Spring 2012
FIRE WARDEN

Issue Facts

• 3350 printed and mailed
• 650 printed to hand out at the 

museum
• Over 45,000 PDF downloads

Make your ad size & issue
choice, email your info to:

Sales@LACountyFireMuseum.com
for payment information.

         2
012 PRINT MEDIA KIT

Combined media types 
equal nearly 50,000 copies 
in circulation that could be 
in YOUR customer’s hands

our LACo Firefigher members. The PDF versions are 
emailed out to our associate members, and placed 
on our website. each issue will remain on our web-
site as an archived edition. Tens-of-housands are 
downloaded from our website, constantly provid-
ing a new audience for our advertising partners. 
 
From all of the Museum members,  a big thank you to 
all of our new partners. We look forward to your con-
tinued support. 
 
if you are interested in joining us as a partner in our 
Fall issue, please email FireWarden@LACountyFireMu-
seum.com for more information. 

A D V E R T I S I N G P A R T N E R S

http://www.lacountyfiremuseum.com/mediakit
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OUR FRIEND- FRED EARL
By Paul Schneider

Fred was such a sweet man.  
He’d make it to every open 
house we’d host.  i will al-
ways remember seeing 
Fred walk in to the museum 
looking for either Joe or me 
and how he’d light up when 
he would see us.  His pace 
would quicken and he’d 
come up with yet another 
great story of the old days.  

You see, Fred was one of us, a Los 
Angeles County Firefighter.  Ok… 
so yeah, he retired a while ago,  
back in 1974 actually. Ah, but he 
was County blue, and retired or 
not, Fred was an LA County Fire-
man who enjoyed chewing the 
fat with other firemen.  Here was a 
man that retired 15 years before i 

was hired.  He retired when i was 7 
years old!  But that did not matter 
because we were both firefighters, 
and firehouse talk is firehouse talk!  

Fred became a LACO Fireman after 
WWii,  in 1946.  His first assignment 
was old 3’s in east LA.  i am not talk-
ing about the fire station before 
the current station 3.  i mean the 
one before that, a single engine 

house similar to 22s.  He spent 5 years 
there, and it would shape the rest of 
his life.  A young lady that lived next 
to the firehouse caught Fred’s eye and 
they would spend 67 years together 
until she passed away.  i spoke to Fred 
soon after his wife died.  He was truly 
heart broken.  He is with her again 
now though, and i’m sure he’s talk-
ing her ear off.  And i’m sure she is just 
shaking her head.  

When our Depart-
ment finally decided 
to acquire ladder 
trucks, Fred was hand 
selected to crew one 
of the new truck com-
panies. He reported 
to Truck 27, where 
he spent 7 fun filled 
years, following 8 
months of Truck Com-
pany training at 8s.  All 
told, Fred dedicated 

nearly 30 years to our Department 
and was fortunate enough to enjoy 
a long retirement.  His turn outs are 
displayed on one of our mannequins 
and his family donated his dress uni-
form to us at a memorial held at old 
station 30 in Artesia.  i was requested 
to speak at this memorial and was 
happy to do so. i went fully prepared, 
but my speech was cut short by the 
gesture bestowed upon Joe and me 
by Fred’s Daughter Lou Ann and son 

Steven.  They presented me 
with copies of all of their 
father’s WWii pictures and 
his personal military items. 
They remarked that since i 
was such a student of histo-
ry, their Father would want 
me to have these items.  
They presented Joe with 
copies of Fred’s fire depart-
ment pictures and personal 
fire items, and the Museum 
with his uniform and badge.  

i was really just blown away.  Had 
to cut my speech short!  

During WWii, Fred was in the uS 
Army Air Force stationed in the Pa-
cific fighting the Japanese.  i have 
always loved history, so i was very 
much interested in Fred’s wartimes 
service.  He was assigned to a repair 
squadron that repaired and modi-
fied countless aircraft used to win 
the war in the Pacific.  Operating 
from many forward airbases, Fred 
experienced the war first hand.  His 
bases were frequently bombed by 
Japanese aircraft as the Japanese 
desperately tried to hold back the 
onslaught of American might.   One 
of the modifications to aircraft that 
Fred played a role in, was the con-
version of B-25 medium bombers 
into heavily armed gun platforms.  
They attached 50 caliber machine 
guns and even 75 mm cannons to 
these aircraft.   

imagine being aboard a Japanese 
warship, or freighter,  and have a 
B-25 dive down toward you firing 
fourteen 50 caliber machines guns 
armed with armor piercing rounds; 
or ten 50 caliber machine guns and 
a 75 MM cannon!  We will suffice it 
to say, these modifications really 
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Continued on Page 8
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Our FrieND - FreD eArL ontinued from Page 6

brought destruction to our enemies.  They were so suc-
cessful,  that they became standard factory installed 
options and contributed heavily toward winning the 
many battles fought across the vast Pacific Theatre of 
Operations. 

i spoke to Fred 
while he was in 
a hospital bed 
shortly be-
fore he passed 
away and we 
d i s c u s s e d 
his time in 
the Army Air 
Force.  i could 
tell he was 
proud to have 
served, and 
that he want-
ed me to know 
his story.  And now you know his story and i think Fred 
would appreciate that.  Fred serves as a reminder to me 
that many amongst us have answered our nations call 
to duty and have served in our Armed Forces.  To all of 
you from all of us at the Museum, Thank you!

in September, 2010, we held a car show at the Museum. When this 
Jeep showed up for the show, our historian Dave Boucher had to 
jump in and check it out. He mentioned it was not as easy to get 
in and out of as he remembered from when he was driving the 
Headquarters 1 (Note the Hq1 on the bumper!) Battery Command-
er of the 43rd Field Artillery Battery in ulm Germany with the NATO 
Forces in 1956 -1957.
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if you are an active or retired LACoFD 
firefighter, and you would like to share 
your military service stories, we have 
just the place for you on our website. 
We are anxious to build a base of his-
tory that relates to our firefighters who 
have served our country. The museum 
is building this history through the use 
of an ongoing conversational discus-
sion thread. We implore you to share 
your stories, or the stories of your fam-
ily and fellow firefighters who are no 
longer with us. To contribute to this 
shared history, please email FireWar-
den@LACountyFireMuseum.com to 
receive the urL and login information 
to join the conversation and our col-
leciton of history. 

Fred With His Turnouts - 2010

LACoFD Firefighters Military history

Fred earl and His Children at the station

mailto:FireWarden%40LACountyFireMuseum.com?subject=Military%20History
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MAY MADNESS
By Paul Schneider

As i stated earlier, May was a very busy 
time for us.  it started off on Saturday May 
5th with an open house at the Bellflower 
facility.  even 
though we 
changed our 

open house dates to the 
first Saturday of every third 
month, many people still 
think we are open the first 
Saturday of every month. 
So we plan on being there 
just in case, and as usual, a 
sizeable crowd showed up 
from all over the country.  
Many fans of the Museum 
actually take our open 
house schedules into con-
sideration when planning 
their visits to Southern Cali-
fornia.    

Wednesday, May 9th we hosted the Bellflower 
rotary for a luncheon.  Hosting events such 
as this one is important as it provides us the 

opportunity to answer questions regarding our muse-
um as well as our Department.  

Friday May 
11th start-
ed early at 
0600 with 
Good Day 
LA broad-

casting from our Bellflow-
er facility while showcas-
ing the Firehouse Chefs.  
Joe Woyjeck got some 
good air time, and did a 
good job introducing the 
Museum to those watch-
ing the morning’s broad-
cast.  As soon as Good Day 
LA left, we loaded engine 
and Squad 51 onto a 

LACoFD transport so we could move them to FS129 the 
next day for Fire Service Day.  After that we were busy 
transforming the museum into an auditorium, com-
plete with stage and sound system to host the last Dan-

continued on Page 11

LACoFD Sikorsky demonstration; Fire Service Day 2012

PHOTOS BY: KATHrYN ST. AMANT
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COnTACT YOUR DEDiCATED GRAinGER ACCOUnT MAnAGER:

24 hour Customer Service Line 1-800-524-7647

iel Freeman Paramedic Class graduation for LACoFD.   it is sad 
really, since LACoFD Paramedics have been trained by Daniel 
Freeman or PTi since the very beginning of the paramedic 
program.  We had to set up enough chairs for 300 people and 
ended up needing more, which luckily we had on hand.  The 
event went well and as soon as it concluded we stacked all the 
chairs cleaned up the building and turned out the lights.  it 
was a long day especially for Joe Woyjeck who then represent-
ed the Museum at the annual Kiwanis dinner that same night.  

The next day, Saturday the 12th , also started early 
as we packed up supplies, T-shirts and other items 
to sell then headed off to 
FS129 to meet the County 
transport to unload and 
park engine and Squad 

51.  Of course engine 51 refused to 
start. Luckily there are great mechan-
ics at FS129!  North County shops too!  
They got the Ward running, and even 
had the part we needed to repair the 
problem.  Those are some good guys 
out there, as they even let us use their 
tools.  Once we got everything set 
up we climbed under the hoods and 
swapped out the bad part for the new 
one and all was good again.  

Gil Garcia and Kathy St. Amant trav-
elled to 129s with Joe and me and 
the day went well.  Gil and Kathy took 
care of sales, and Kathy who happens 
to be our webmaster & digital media 
specialist, shot a bunch of pictures 
for our archives.  it was good to be 
involved in a function in the North 
County.  They put on an impressive fire 
service day and we were happy to be 
part of it.  We want to take part in more 
functions out there, as that end of the 
County does not see much from their 
Museum.  i am hoping that we can find 
a few dedicated people out there to 
establish a satellite of the Museum to 
help serve our members there and the 
public as well.   

Things work out in funny 
ways.  it turned out to be a 
blessing that engine 51 had 
mechanical issues at North 
County,  and that we were 

MAY MADNeSS continued from Page 10

Los Angeles County Fire
Brice C. Farina
W.W. Grainger, inc.
Cell: 562-587-3064
Brice.Farina@Grainger.com

continued on Page 12 11

Los Angeles City Fire
Christina Kyle
W.W. Grainger, inc.
Cell: 626-773-6621
Christina.Kyle@Grainger.com
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able to fix it then, because two days later on the 14th we had an important job for engine 51.  We took part in a 
Make a Wish Foundation day, and engine and Squad 51 would both be big parts of the day.  More details on that 
day are elsewhere in this issue.   

 

MAY MADNeSS continued from Page 11

May 19th found us in Artesia at old 
LACoFD Station 30 to honor and memo-
rialize our good friend retired Fireman 
Fred earl.  read more about this event 
elsewhere in this issue as well.   

May 17th we brought old engine 140 to the 
funeral service for the young wife of a LA 
County Firefighter.  We were honored to be 
requested and will always try to honor such 
requests.  

Thursday the 24th we were back to Palm 
Springs to pick up the Crown and rescue 
to bring them to FS118 and unload them 
there.  

The following day Joe got the rigs over to 
the Cancer Support Network Golf Tourna-
ment.  After the tournament, he took res-
cue 11 back to the Museum and also load-
ing the Crown on yet another transport to 
move it to 82s.  

On Monday the 28th Joe drove the Crown in the LaCanada Memorial Day Parade with Chief Bill Niccum,  
his lovely wife Pita, and their two kids who seem to be growing up so fast.  After the parade the Crown 
was returned to 82s until it was transported back to the Museum a few days later.   

Like i stated, May was no joke!  Keep in mind we also went to work at the firehouse this month, took 
care of stuff at home, and handled other day to day business at the museum like our restoration work.  
We are very happy that June is here!  
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The 21st of May got off to an early start as we loaded our 1955 Crown and rescue 11 onto a Coun-
ty transport then headed off to the California Federation of Fire Chiefs convention in Palm Springs.  
Once there, we unloaded the rigs, parked them inside the building, wiped them down and headed 
back to the museum to once again load engine and Squad 51 onto the transport so we could get 
them to Pasadena for the Valor Awards held there that night.  Once the Valor awards were completed 
we loaded the rigs back up, and headed back to Bellflower to unload and put them away.  We were 
sooo ready for this month to be over, but it wasn’t yet.  

Your Museum crew at May’s Fire Service Day from the left:
e51, Sikorsky, Gil Garcia, Tim Hinger our Transport Specialist, Kathy St. Amant, VP Joe Woyjeck, Pres. Paul Schneider, Squad 51
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it is beautiful, isn’t it? it would not have lasted much 
longer if it had been left to the elements and an owner who 
did not want it any more. Now, LACoFD Old engine 7 is in a 
safe place. The Museum just saved it from being scrapped. 
This piece is one of many important pieces that the Los 
Angeles County Fire Museum is preserving and restoring, 
along with thousands of artifacts and photographs of fire 
fighting history.

Your estate planning today can play a huge part in the 
preservation of your Los Angeles County Fire Depart-
ment’s  firefighting history.

TO MAKE YOUR BEQUEST to the County of Los Ange-
les Fire Museum Association, please use the following 
language: 
“To the County of Los Angeles Fire Museum Asso-
ciation in Bellflower, CA, i give ___________% of my 
estate.”   Or you can name a fixed dollar amount.

COnTACT US:
Phone: 562-925-0234
email: PlannedGiftinfo@LACountyFireMuseum.com
Web: www.LACountyFireMuseum.com/Donate.html

The County of Los Angeles Fire Museum Association is a 501(c)(3), tax-exempt organization. 

Preserving The History of the
Los Angeles County Fire Department

Nobody wants to think about their own end but we all know it is 
inevitable.  i love the Woody Allen quote; “i’m not afraid of dying 
i just don’t want to be there when it happens”.  Classic.  As a non-
profit organization we look at all means of funding and support 
and it has been recommended to us numerous times to appeal 
to our members to remember us in their estate planning.  Not 
my favorite topic but it is one we need to consider.  We do good 
work at the Museum, and our mission is a solid one.  Those of us 
lucky enough to be LA County Firefighters have a legacy worthy 
of remembrance and worthy of commitment. Maybe it is not 
such a bad idea after all.

recently we received a call from one of our many loyal and 
dedicated supporters.  He wanted to know if he could write 
the Museum into his will, as he wanted to bequest $25,000 to 
our efforts.  We were really impressed and humbled that this 
individual who is not an LA County Firefighter thinks so high-
ly of the Museum that he would do such a thing.  A few years 
ago Chief James (Jim) Turner left us $5000 in his will and he 
had also, before his passing, donated the 1915 Model T Chief’s 
buggy he had lovingly restored.  We have also received verbal 
commitments from a couple of other LACoFD retirees that they 
would remember the Museum in their wills.  

Now we really hope all of these generous folks are around for a 
very long time, but it sure is quite a compliment to us that they 
feel we have created an organization worthy of such support.  
So to those of you who have already done so, THANK YOu!!  To 
those of you who have not yet considered the Museum for such 
giving, please do so.   There are even tax benefits that you can 
enjoy right now for supporting non-profits, like the Museum, in 
such a fashion.  Help us keep our LACOFD story alive for future 
generations!  

YES! Please send me information 
on how to include the County of 
Los Angeles Fire Museum Asso-
ciation in my will!

I have already included the 
County of Los Angeles Fire Mu-
seum Association in my will.

PHOTO: ST. AMANT

Name
Address
City
State                                                          Zip  
Country
Email

Mail to:   County of Los Angeles Fire Museum
Office of Estate Planning
9834 Flora Vista Street
Bellflower, CA 90706

mailto:PlannedGiftInfo%40LACountyFireMuseum.com?subject=Planned%20Gift%20Information
http://www.lacountyfiremuseum.com/Donate.html


Our Mission
Pathways is a non-profit, volunteer driven organization 
dedicated to providing service to the terminally ill, the frail-
elderly and providing compassionate support to children 
and families in grief.

Why donate to Pathways?

All donations go towards funding resources for Pathways’ 
four key services that are in turn free of charge for patients.

interfaith Caregiving – Hospice - Bereavement and Training

For more information visit our website at 
www.pathwayshospice.org
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LA COUnTY FiRE MUSEUM hOSTS JOB FAiR FOR 
US ARMY VETERAnS

On Saturday April 14th, 2012 the 
Los Angeles County Fire Museum 
was honored to host a job fair for 
members of the 1st of the 140th 
Helicopter Assault Battalion, uS 
Army who are assigned to Los 
Alamitos Joint Forces Base.  

Many of the 140th recently returned from their third 
tour of duty in iraq and many of their soldiers are in 
need of quality jobs.  The Fire Museum learned of this 
need when Firefighter Clint Mosley, a Blackhawk pilot 
in the 140th and LA County firefighter of engine 23, 
informed his Captain, Joe Woyjeck, that 100 to 150 of 
the returning vets were either unemployed or seriously 
under employed. The thought that our nation’s heroes 
who endure so much for our benefit and security come 
home and have to struggle to feed and provide for their 
families prompted Captain Woyjeck to act.  

rain was predicted for the day of the event, but sunny 
skies greeted the veterans that took advantage of the 
job fair.  More than 150 showed up and kept the numer-
ous companies representatives busy answering ques-
tions, taking down numbers and handing out company 
information packets.  uSC conducted numerous em-
ployment workshop seminars to packed rooms and as-
sisted Vets with resume development.  Out in the park-
ing lot Los Angeles County Firefighters Mike Butier and 
Tim Mcintyre kept the troops fed with burgers, dogs 
and beans.  Soldiers eat as much as firefighters by the 
way!  

A special moment for Museum President Paul Schnei-
der, VP Joe Woyjeck and Assistant Chief Jerry Heinzel 
occurred when the 140th’s Colonel Hall and Sergeant 
Major eck        presented Schneider, Woyjeck and Heinzel 
with their Battalion’s own challenge coin.   Schneider, 
Woyjeck and Heinzel were truly honored by the gesture.  

All in all the event was a great success. A special thanks 
to Bellflower’s Mayor Koops, Mayor pro tem Dunton, 
Councilman Santa ines, Councilman Bomgaars and City 
Manager Stewart for taking time from their busy sched-
ules to attend.

The men and women of the 140th were very apprecia-
tive and were a pleasure to meet.  One simply could 
not be anything other than proud of these fine Ameri-
cans. We were humbled to be in their presence and are 
committed to continue our efforts to find quality em-
ployment for each and every member of the 1st of the 
140th Helicopter Assault Battalion.

JOB FAIR HOSTED BY MUSEUM
By Paul Schneider

President Paul, Colonel Hall, Sargeant Major eck, VP Joe

http://www.pathwayshospice.org
http://www.pathwayshospice.org


16Summer 2012    |      LACountyFireMuseum.com

HEROES NIGHT

On June 23rd the Los Angeles Galaxy profes-
sional soccer team hosted a Heroes Night. All 
members of the Los Angeles Police, Sheriff, City 
and County Fire personnel were invited at 50% 
off to the game against the Vancouver White-
caps. A portion of the proceeds were dontated 
to our Museum. Thank you, LA Galaxy!

Our Squad 51 and fire hydrant from the 9/11 rubble were 
on display at the Home Depot Center before the game. 
randolph Mantooth was there to sign autographs, as 
he continues celebrating the 40th anniversary of the 
eMerGeNCY! television show. Adoring fans surrounded 
our booths to get photos with Mr. Mantooth and to get 
photos of their children next to Squad 51, “for daddy”.

Los Angeles City Fire Chief Brian Cummings & Los An-
geles County  Fire Chief Daryl L. Osby took a few mo-
ments to stop by and say hello, pausing for photos with 
the Squad for us.

The team made sure our Museum volunteers were tak-
en care of with great seats to watch the Galaxy wipe out 
the Whitecaps. There was also a special presentation of 
our local heroes, fireworks, fun games to watch at half 
time, and of course a great soccer game. As this was my 
first experience at a professional soccer game, i have to 
say, it was a complete blast. The Galaxy really know how 
to give their fans a good time (and one of the best sta-
dium sausages i have ever had!).

By K. St. Amant
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EMERGENCY! FANS...
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Are you an  avid collector of the 
EMERGENCY! television show artifacts?

As an eMerGeNCY! television show fan, we 
realize your passion for collecting the arti-
facts from the 1970’s show. We also under-
stand that there are a select number of fans 
who enjoy sharing their collections. There 
are only so many original artifacts remaining, 
and many fans who want to see them and en-
joy the history like you do. 

One way that you can share your collection 
is to remember that the Los Angeles County 
Fire Museum is where fans come to celebrate the show. 
Our collection of eMerGeNCY! artifacts is growing be-
cause of fans like YOu. it is well known that the muse-
um will safely archive the artifacts and provide a venue 
that will put them on display for all of the show’s fans to 
see. it will make you feel good to know that they will be 
exhibited very near the famous Squad and engine 51!

You can bet, that if the 
show’s number one fan, 
randolph Mantooth, appre-
ciates the artifact donation, 
many other fans will too!

if you are not quite ready to 
part with your collection in 
the near future, we would 
like to ask you to remember 
to bequeath your collection 
to the Los Angeles County 
Fire Museum in your will. All 
you need to do is add the 

following to your will:

“To the County of Los Angeles Fire Museum As-
sociation in Bellflower, CA, i give my EMERGEnCY! 
artifact collection.”

if you are a collector of other firefighting artifacts, we 
would appreciate your donation equally as well. Oh, 
and cash bequeaths to help preserve these collecions 
are very welcome! Don’t forget to let us know that you 
have included us in your will.

Last year two such eMerGeNCY! fans, Richard Yokley 
and LeAnn Clark from Arizona, donated their vast 
eMerGeNCY! collection to the Museum. ThAnK YOU 
RiChARD & LeAnn! Those of you who came to our 51 
in quarters event in July 2011, saw many of his artifacts 
on display. The Museum has dedicated a special section 
of our display area to this collection, and other eMer-
GeNCY! artifacts. if you missed the event, you can see a 
list of his fantastic collection donation on our website 
under the Collection/Artifacts section. 
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9834 Flora Vista Street
Bellflower, CA 90706
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ENGINE 51 AND LACoFD SIKORSKY
Fire Service Day May 2012
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